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Well, a Happy New Year to everyone, from my
famnytoyourswlthmemm-lesfrunthepastand
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the winter. But I guess that’s a small
pay for week of enjoyment with those
. They make you forget almost
everything except enjoying oneself and forgetting
all your troubles.

While in Brooks, Rick treated me to a hockey
game in their new arena complex and a tour of the
facilities. Really nice place, for a town of about the
same population as our town, maybe a thousand

The game featured the Czech Junior team against
the Brooks Blackhawks, a senior or intermediate
team in roughly the same category as the WIHL.
Sometimes I thought they showed some neat
passing plays and their goaltending wasn’t the
reason for the lopsided beating the Czechs gave
them, tied at two after one, the Czechs ran six more
in the second and five more in the final without a

It was a real object lesson for aspiring hockey
players of which the crowd of around 1,750 was
largely composed. Those Czech kids really showed
how keeping your stick on the ice pays off, their
passing was right on the money every time but their
shooting left something to be desired. If they have a
weakness, that’s the place you’d find it. :

Rick’s boy Doug, age seven, is just getting into
hockey pretty good now. He has a net in the _
basement rumpus room and woke us up in the
morning with his 7-8 workout. I never got to see him
on the ice but he has a pretty good shooting eye. I
wouldn’t be much of a granddad if I didn’t say right
here and now that I fully expect him to make the
Canadian Junior team in about 10 years. He's
getting used to the bump and grind of it every day,
every move he makes reminds me more of a rubber
ball than anything else I can think of. He doesn’t sit
in a chair, he assaults it. It’s a good thing Rick and
Peg don’t have any wooden floors, thé way he
moves around on them is more a sliding technique,
just as if he was stealing third using a hook slide.

Getting closer to home, our Retirees are sending
four rinks to Trail’s 6-7-8 January Seniors ’spiel next
week. Dan Burnett, Russ Broughton, Angus Pop-

- plewell and myself are taking teams. I have Dick
Vermiere, George Staudinger, and Chuck
Harkness. Angus has Cleve Cowland, Harry
Douglas, and John Bruce. Russ Brougton has Joe
Rosse, Gord Brennan and Fred Munro, while Dan
Burnett has picked Gil Besso, Bernie Ferrey, and
Ken Stanton. Our rink curls at 10:15 a.m. and the
othersat8a.m.

While in Brooks, I chanced to visit the local
branch of the Legion. They have a magnificent
building there, lounge, dining room, banquet hall,

rooms and dance area and I was told that

they have a regular membership of some 1,400
people plus a 300 strong L.A. Those prairie towns
‘sometimes do not look like much but boy can they
ever produce when it comes down to the nitty-gritty.
Brooksisintheollbeltanditjustexudes'

prosperity, a very nice town, too! .
Well, next week I shall have caught up on all the
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facilities. Really nice place, for a town of about the
same population as our town, maybe a thousand
more.

The game featured the Czech Junior team against
the Brooks Blackhawks, a senior or intermediate
team in roughly the same category as the WIHL.
Sometimes I thought they showed some neat

reply.

It was a real object lesson for aspiring hockey

yers of which the crowd of around 1,750 was
ely composed. Those Czech kids really showed
how keeping your stick on the ice pays off, their
passing was right on the money every time but their

shooting left something to be desired. If they have a-

weakness, that’s the place you’d find it. .

Rick’s boy Doug, age seven, is just getting into
hockey pretty good now. He has a net in the
basement rumpus room and woke us up in the
morning with his 7-8 workout. I never got to see him
on the ice but he has a pretty good shooting eye. I
wouldn’t be much of a granddad if I didn’t say right
here and now that I fully expect him to make the
Canadian Junior team in about 10 years. He's
getting used to the bump and grind of it every day,
every move he makes reminds me more of a rubber
ball than anything else I can think of. He doesn’t sit
in a chair, he assaults it. It’s a good thing Rick and
Peg don’t have any wooden floors, the way he
moves around on them is more a sliding
just as if he was stealing third using a-hook slide.

Getting closer to home, our Retirees are sending
four rinks to Trail’s 6-7-8 January Seniors 'spiel next
week. Dan Burnett, Russ Broughton, Angus Pop-

- plewell and myself are taking teams. I have Dick

Vermiere, George Staudinger, and Chuck

Harkness. Angus has Cleve Cowland, Harry

Douglas, and John Bruce. Russ Brougton has Joe

Rosse, Gord Brennan and Fred Munro, while Dan

Burnett has picked Gil Besso, Bernie Ferrey, and
| Ken Stanton. Our rink curls at 10:15 a.m. and the
othersat8a.m.

While in Brooks, I chanced to visit the local
branch of the Legion. They have a magnificent
building there, lounge, dining room, banquet hall,
meeting rooms and dance area and I was told that
they have a regular membership of some 1,400
people plus a 300 strong L.A. Those prairie towns
r»sometimesdonotlooknkemuchbutboycanthey

ever produce when it comes down to the pitty-gritty.
Brooksisintheoilbeltanditjustexudes‘
prosperity, a very nice town, too! .

Well, next week I shall have caught up on all the
current doings around this part of the world and
anything I may have missed while away. So, until I
dothatI'll say
- ’Til next time, then! J




