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ABSTRACT

This report was constructed based on the events that
occurred, during my two week practicum, while working with
the Penticton €onservation-Officers. I wds exposed to creel
censuses which are a-complete check of the sport fishing in
an area. The annual creel censusing that we were performing
was beneéficially used in-collecting information on 1) the
quality of sport fishing 2) fishlng pressure in man-hours 3)
characteristics of the fishery and 4) for collecting a vari-
ety of miscellaneous data. Recently all the trappers of the
province were assigned a trapper number. This system
replacgd the o0ld legal description of the line with the
owner's last name representing the trap-lines 1dent1ty A
Conservation Officer spends close to 95% of his time in
enforcement related activities. In this report I have taken
some of these actlvitlies and expanded upon them.

(ii)




/N

un,
T ”"“‘-fﬂf

4 o» < e, X ;
3 v . 1% vkl
ﬁ")‘z s:h{"""""llf, N P i M'.’\w. *\(— o
R N2 ; T
R L ans "th.~ g LT AN ¥ Nel, "‘4 ka’"’"““ Meaig ;
H sy & ton g Ander Rivey, . .
¢ (1w t 'p 3":" {j ﬁ""’“’c' u'""" PO q"u’ e ’:/ Y
. ‘«/ ; t‘ < by, 7% &, i s “Habay [ Haram
. 4 \ 42, CugTAun,,, Asi, [ Al 9% g 7 0
J'b %0 2pq 1%, 4 ‘,“.w% Nway DA 5 Ca, ] i-haten
fany N g ey ] Yoy ¢ ntas o0 Kahnggy, f Mooy nbow 1§ High Loy, 1
( i 4, Cork. - 5«.,,,5..,, . "‘P‘m .h'r.-u- . kg . R,
a)' A i y b
o, /8 E, A’k:hw‘/ bl . 0%, N Y i vermin
o f et Y e N : -
3 i s .'\‘ IO~ Sy | L > 7, ) - R
L, ?’o.. Srvarg,d Ls70% au ? "\’ S e Prainig 4™ 94
: s : .»-.,‘.“_ A ! 4’ [ 05 § Carcajoy
2" 3 1) S C\:“ ’ Re, H g )5 qfivers i ‘.
3 TA : | | " . Stten riy,, ¢ o 5 ¢ =
A D o s 4 Jo Jlenin Twin Laky, ! ;: -
- ,
P4 S'z"‘: ‘ i . e, * <
4 X\ 4 <Joun ’, Hison
e Lo &)

s |
No, M, Laks
N.T*-‘ fwin P Hotehi)y, o,
e qc?,ﬂ »-M.mm., wile
scoer Mty Noith Star? Wantte 4
NehPOp Woni,, ' g Duadweod: [V,
A h l ) 11 €
Coe T3, 7 "y 4 of Dlronving Cu.,
. '..." 3 ...\c;..l'lnﬂ‘.lllﬁu !| . q,_.
yasir Tk, g Ces, » Yo
R T P L
4D ’lhl;t'", '\—' mihaw
G 'ce;':’:,n’ o A “‘!'Ihmn e,
Y n ilv"i:; W iEugle Gurourville
i i i o

oA

o pennelly Urik,,,) o
’L!'h\."“‘.\‘-7.\:“Lamuﬂ }::2
S P R

> 4Glaeq AN . «Groya,
% ythe /o nn:lm . o /L ,‘L’:;’:r

g¢ Solment agy Rreaes T
'ml\“. é“\. :WS’;L 1 N“ ‘J"'““‘ R

"o L tie AP Lo
At A Vi 139
(& Wallae
; S-n-H.'H._-,v
> \ 1.,
3 ! Ky For S
fros. - - % g v \.'.—, Fori ayy
< O s'z s Liathe $m oV’ \ @,vaoc

&

reeky
| an2bol; -'-',WN\;

Aﬁf.nd,,}‘ﬂ'l”lt Cach, *
Ih T

\N'U\Al'“ RITH
;w & ‘:«Ludv.u.,
2 . : .
L drny N c""'{'- N IR S Obyderdiidion R L"'k’:
Wil Wy N A e e
’cru‘(\g\rii T ;:’ Q""‘d’ D) WIO t, -.\4\' "‘l:o\(“ < Ente : EE
N’uld.!j big 3 ‘GIIM., e e ‘
{ Y. Creay) -7 o

o,

" s ayerthcrp
Twsspied  Straina,;

San

e

104

ton (AN
J orsl, Mercag Loy o
. .u‘ '_'. ere ) fayton v,y
“ ‘ 4‘..“‘4"'1 Robe g L"“il(?“ :;::::"hr"'l,f""b'"'»
4 s 4 ; N Iiber o7 LCadomi o
e LT L I 1o
P s AL ) T ?
=Q0d11e,, 0da Cpyy

By g VG0 K
‘“~9~7“€Q~;§;k'\ Veutagly
] D dlats
g, g
% !’Z‘ * Yoy, .'.f’l

SURT S 4
MRS :é“"" Vo
s s . . ¢

Afrond *, -’\Mounl‘uu Park
{ Her,

=, (R UN Ho's| .
M, [ A i

"SR ‘rw"""ig vuz’, \‘8’642 33 ’° or deg .u"”'h,

$ Hancormipim Cros kO ouse | ook 1 | 'y, N 3 1') o "
[y ¥ ) "My terh o0 3 1.3?"{9#3:: A A,/;Zs---""""'—-»u

X Crovy Al Wphy g i ol T :

Gafl 8o kam Labs '??-"a’:‘*)g . fraw o™ TRERS S e
: : ) ok . (3
(e ey e A G
» :L‘*?-'j',‘f"l- Sl TS SN ;
\\

R T
G T 3
: ." A Labe Loise
diden NI

AR
i e Ml

2 PN ) ;< S o

Parod) 5 N
)y, e &

w
Nep T

8 Sieay Roc
4 N

H.V.".A NEGT P ‘J'q:“ﬂ » AS Al '< X
ey T .s%z\ ‘;

LI 54 QuNen | g 7

/f“’}'?r- ot SN, R

ofin

"TREA A ; o 0 E < A PR
F2rie SoE G ol Nuse, S LL AN
Oliri ot ¢ iy R S
Wfr ey i?q"’:”"m".\' Ld N
&fﬁ&..vkkg oy R/
I > L Gt -2 NG

200 Kiometres

100 :

100 ? n i i
[ - T
[

s
ra

(] S+ud¥ﬁf9°‘i-

100 Statute Miles

51




e Py

JKANAGAN SUB-REGION

@d/n

A1 MOHYY

\

/J/
Y

CHRISTINA

GRAND {F
T A

D S'ILUd)/ QFBL‘L

\MANNING
PARK

v a(flﬁga \/'/

\
\




'o NIC

& 7

\,

§0
J &)
~

CATHEDRAL ‘
" PARK

Eoa Wil

O S+uc! Rraa : Scale PN eReleYs!
/ (v)




s

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION..... vial W e et S1ied s el e nagei e re e ke i v

1.1 Purpose
1.2 Objectives
1.3 Study Area Description

Researched Findings......cvvvivenennnn LTy

2.1 Trapping

2.1.1 Assigned Trapper Number

2.1.2 C.0.'s Role in the Trapping Scene
2.1.3 1Indians

2.1.4 Fur royaltles

2.2 Creel Census

2.1 Use of Creel Census
2.2 Annual Creel Censuses

2.
2
2.3 Collection of Evidence
2.3.1 Notes
2.3.2 Who May Refer to Your Notebook
2.4 Field Photography
2.5 Sample Collections
2.5.1 Water and Chemicals
2.6 Public Relations

6.1 Communicating
6.2 Other Agencies Involvement

2%

2.
2.7 Statements
2.8 Tickets

2.9 Processing an Infraction
(vi)

~] Oy N in Wb

w o

10

10
12

13
14
14
16

16
17

1%
19

21




CONTENTS

CONCLUSIONS .. ...00 0 o viiet o sier @ She St o ane e S R o s eos 21
RECOMMENDATIONS.....c00.. 510, ST ol e Tie e e e el e e z B2
WERK AGABRD - - A e e o o o SHETR v ro ' (o P ma P o 24
LIST OF APPENDICES ... .cccivisavas vmwowsonsnes e 25
APPENDICES

(vi)




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure Page
1. Registered trap-lines producing one base line. 6
2. Properly Labeled Sampling Bottle. 15

LIST OF TABLES

Table

1. Schedule of Royalties in Okanagan Sub-Region. 7

(vii)




THE ROLE OF A C.O.

Introduction

1.2

Purpose

From April 25 to May 7, 1988, I performed a practicum
project with the Penticton Conservation Officer's. Al
Breitkreupz, Penticton's Senior Conservation Officer,
and Ken Fujina, a Conservation Officer 2 of the Pentic-
ton district, assisted me in completing the ride along
program. This report will expand on the situations I
was involved in while exposed to the daily unpredictable

routines of a Conservation Officer.

During the time I was not engaged in the ride along pro-
gram I was actively involved in produclng an up to date

guide and trap-line boundaries map for the Penticton

district.

Throughout this report, I will be referring to the Pen-
ticton district as the area the Penticton Conservation

Officer's enforce (see key map 1, 2 and 3).

Objectives

1) Draft the Penticton district's current guide and
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trap-line boundaries, including present owners.

2) Learn the daily routines of a Conservation Officer.

Study Area Description

The Penticton Conservation Officers enforce management
units 8-9 to 8-11 and 8-1 to 8-2 (see key map 2 and 3)
(M.O.E. 1958). These management units make up my study
area. In an attempt to learn mere about my study area I
have looked at some of the topographical changes since

the last lce age.

At one time an ice field spanned Okanagan Valley. This
was a huge glacier that slowly moved southward along the
trough of a fold in the earth's crust, scouring the val-
ley and carrying a load of large and small boulders

(Wade 1958).

Near the summit of Apex Mountain huge boulders can be
seen, deposited there by the melting glaclier. The
elevation of Apex Mountain is 2248 m. (7,372 £ft.), that
of Okanagan Lake is 345 m. (1,132 ft.). 1In the deepest
place, the lake bottom elevation is 122 m. (400 £t.).
Based on this information one can conclude that the
approximate thickness of this ice shield was 2134 m.
(7,000 £t.)! As the ice melted, the mountain peaks and
then the mountain slopes became bare. Large deposits of

(2)




clay, sand and silt were deposited from the Westbank

district south. After the big break, lateral streams
washed out numerous gulches around Okanagan Lake. The
deposits they brought filled the valley bottom and
separated Okanagan and Skaha Lakes (see key map 3).

The main Okanagan Valley runs north - south and side
slopes average 35%. Tributaries run predominantly east-
west with somewhat steeper side slopes (45-60%) (Wade

1958).

Within the study area, upper slopes from 1370 m. (4500
ft.) to 1830 m. (6000 f£t.) are within the Engelmann
Spruce - Sub-Alpine Fir (ESSF) forest zone and have -
continuous forest cover with increasing canopy closure
at lower elevations. Below 1370 m. (4500 ft.) the forest
cover is predominantly Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga men-
Zzlessii) within the Interior Douglas Fir (IDF) zone.

The area below 570 m. (1880 ft.) is classed as the

Ponderosa Pine Bunch Grass (PPBG) zone (Farley 1979).

Researched Findings

To better meet the objectives of this report, I have

researched information concerning the situations I was

exposed to during my practicum project within the Penticton

digtrict.

(3)




Trapping

The Penticton region has two types of trapping: trapping

on crown land and trapping on private property.

A person wishing to begin to trap on crown land must
have the status of a Canadian citizen, be at least 19
years of age and obtain a registered trap-line from the

Regional Manager of the Fish and Wildlife Branch.

A person wishing to begin trapping on private land must
meet the qualifications as mentioned above and obtain
permission from the landowner to trap on his land. Upon
doing this, the person will present his request to the
Regional Manager. If the request is granted, the
Regional Manager will issue the trapper a license

on the areas lot number.

A person trapping on crown and/or private land must
abide by the M.0.E. and Parks trapping regulations for

that year in order -to maintain his/her trap-line (M.O.E.

1987).

A three day trapper training course is mandatory for new
trappers to take before being issued their trapping
license. This course is very similar to the C.0.R.E.

hunter training course.

(4)




2.1.2

Assigned Trapper Number

Beginning October 1, 1985, the ASSIGNED TRAPPER
NUMBER (A.T.N.) is required by the fur trader
when exporting fur, selling fur and paying for
royalties (M.O.E. 1987). 1In the past, a legal
description of the trap-line was mapped and
referred to as a trapper's last name. This sys-
tem was confusing and caused many problems.
Today the (A.T.N.) is just a number, making
everything simple and computerized. While I was
mapping the guide and trap-line boundaries I
placed -the trappers last name underneath his\her
(A.T.N) allowing- the Conservation Officer to know
the trapper's name at a quick glance of the map.
I placed the trappers name on a piece of remov-
able paper so if in fact the trapper sold his

area the name could be easily changed.

Conservation Officer's Role in the Trapping Scene

The Conservation Officers ensure that the
trappers are abiding by that particular year's
trapping regulations (see appendix A). This may
involve checking traps to see if they are legally
set and of the proper kind. A Conservation Offi-
cer may also be involved in compulsory reports

(5)




2.1.

3

of animals for the purpose of collecting informa-
tion required for the management of these partic-

ular species (M.O.E. 1987).

Indians

The Indians within British Columbia do not need
trapping licenses to trap (M.O.E. 1987). The
only document an Indian must obtain to legally
trap is his/her registered trap-line papers.

The Regional Manager of each region has the
authority to cancel trap-lines which have not
been used within the last two years. Jim Cor-
bett, a Castlegar Conservation Officer, stated
that "The Indians near Pentlicton are allowed to
form band-lines to prevent their trap-lines from
being cancelled or sold by the Regional Manager"

(see figure 1),

4

Figure 1 Registered trap-lines producing one band-line.
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— 2.1.4 Fur Royalties

All trappers are expected to pay royalties
to the Minister of Finance for gach pelt or

skin he/she sells (see table 1).

Table 1 Schedule of Royalties for the Okanagan Sub-Region

(M.O.E. 1987).
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2.2

These values are from all the animals which are

allowed to be trapped and sold within the Penticton

region.

Creel Census

According to Bob Dooley, a biology instructor at Selkirk

College, a creel census is "A survey where a complete

check of all the sport fishing is made, that is, where a

100% sample is taken" (1988).

2.2.1

Use of Creel Census

In a creel census the objective is to collect

information on (1) the guality of sport fishing;
(2) fishing pressure in man-hours for a whole

section-of a body of water to be expressed as
man-hours of fishing for a specific kind of fish;
and (3) characteristics of the fishery, which can
include the percent of total man-hours of fish-
ing for various classes of fish (a difficult
statistic to obtain). It also might include data
on age, sex, geographical distribution of fisher-
man with the type of gear each uses; (4) a vari-
ety of miscellaneous data can be obtained if the
objectives of the creel are set prior to the
beginning.

(8)
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2.

Annual Creel Censuses

The creel censuses conducted by the Conservation
Officer's of the Penticton district are made year
after year. The creel census form is filled out
in conjunction with an enforcement lake check of
the area. A sample creel census form used on

Okanagan Lake can be viewed in appendix B.

This form of censusing has been found to be use-

ful in several categories:

1) They show the range of variation in the catch
from a specific water that may take place
from year to year.

2) They expose gradual expansions in numbers of
some species.

3) They can be used to measure the effects of
managemént techniques and they can be effect-
ively used to estimate the fishing potential

for the following season (Bennett 1971).

Creel Censuses are therefore important in
producing evidence of the need for the appli-
cation-of some phase of fish management. A
Conservation Officer knowing the peak daily,
monthly and yearly use levels of fishermen would

(9)




be able to manage the fish by managing the fish-
ermen. A report on this very subject was being
produced by a Fisheries Technician while I was

conducting my practicum.

2.3 Collection of Evidence

Notes

The notebook of an Officer is a very valuable
piece of equipment. It is used on every inves-

tigation whether or not a charge is laid.

Usually there is a lapse of time between the
investigation and the court proceeding. If an
officer's testimony was based on memory alone
some details would be forgotten. Answers such as
"I don't remembexr", "I'm not sure", "I have for-
gotten", do little to impress the courts and your

testimony loses credibility.

While Ken Fujina and I were investigating a
Pesticide spill I was quite impressed at how Ken
organized his notes. The things he recorded in

his notebook were as follows:

- the time of his arrival at the scene of the
(10)




investigation

- iInitial observations

- names of all persons present

- vehicle licence numbers and descriptions of
suspected people involved

- description of accused so as to be able to
identify him months later in a crowded court-
room

- numbers and general description of photographs
taken

- samples collected (places, times and site
description)

- labeled diagram of the site

- observations (soil, odor, smoke, o0il, ect.)

- present weather conditions

Considering this investigation was one which fell
under the Pesticide Control Act, this case had to
undergo a two week referral period where the
Regional and District Pesticide managers investi-
gate the severity of the offence in question.

So in essence, no action could be employed on
this case until word was received back from the

Regional and District Pesticide managers.

I can see the importance of such a process for a
major investigation. But in this situation I see

(11)




this process as benefitting the accused in that
action can not be immediately taken by a Conser-
vation Officer under the direct guidance of a

Pesticide inspector.

The more a simplg case is dragged on the less
information is clearly vivid in the officer's
mind. Based on this is I can't emphasize enough
how important good note keeping is in this type

of job.

2.3.2. Who May Refer to Your Notebook?

a) the_author

b) another officer if he has read and
initialled the notes at the time of
the event

c) the court may order your notes if
they are referred to during a case

d) Defense Counsel may cross examine
your notes pertaining to the case

e) a witness - if the witness has given
a statement to an officer he may
refer to the notes to refresh his

memory (Stent 1985)

On May 3, 1988 Ken and I went to the Pen-

(12)




ticton Court House concerning Gary gar-
retts's case of hunting in the wrong man-
agement unit while in possession of a
sustenance permit. I was guite impressed
to see how Ken had sectioned off his
notebook, with elastic bands, the day he
ran into Gary. The reasoning behind
Ken's actions was to ensure that if
Gary's Defense Council requested Ken's
notebook they could only look at that
particular day's notes. This type of
action was employed to reduce the ques-
tion which may arise regarding how accu-
rately Ken is at keeping efficient yet

valid notes each day.

Field Photography

The old saying "one picture is worth a thousand words"
should never be forgotten at the scene of a violation.
In every investigation I was involved in with Ken pic-
tures were taken. Each Conservation Officer is issued a
camera and are expected to become familiar with their

camera's operations and how to effectively use them.

Photograph's selected for court presentation should be
relevant and accurate. The photos should be color print

(13)




2.5

film and not slide film as there is always some color
and depth lost in converting a slide to a print. The

negatives for the photographs must be kept with the case

file at all times.

Photos used for court should be placed into a plastic
holder and numbered\on the plastic. A separate sheet
describing each photo and the date and/or time taken

should be filled out. This information should also be

included into the Conservation Officer's notebook.

Sample Collections

2.5.1 Water and Chemicals

The provincial Environmental Laboratory in Van-
couver_does all the. Branch analyses for water
sampling. Samples of_water, pesticides and chem-
icals both liquid and solid can be analyzed by

the laboratory.

Each -district office has a Hazel Kit. This kit
is very valuable for analyzing water with sus-
pended sediments. The kit is made up of a legal
shipping container, 6 - 1.25 liter plastic
bottles, instructions, requisition forms, marking
pen and legal seals. Each district is respon-

(14)




" sible for keeping this kit properly maintained.

Below I have constructed a diagram of a properly

labeled sampling bottle.
IKQj/’_j\ BOH’/@ Seaimq
///”ﬂﬂ’—_‘>’l o = f = . v

EHIS Creek P/C_lg_eof‘s‘qmp_k
5 #] Source rﬁgm,ulew
May 14, 1988 | Date
/6 OO /ws.” 'T/'me
O Bottle Code
Viged iz pr‘eserm
\ BQQD (2((@12@ 'Samglgr 5.‘gna+ufe
B Figure 2 Properly labeled sampling bottle
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Public Relations

Stopping and talking to people in remote or residential
areas will assist a Conservation Officer in his preven-
tative enforcement function. Requesting their assis-
tance on monitoring recreational use of areas near them
along with asking for theif knowledge of the area and of
the wildlife species and changes in the numbers they
have seen will also benefit a Conservation Officer's
role. During the duration of my two week practicum Ken
and I occaslonally stopped in at sporting good stores,

taxidermist shops and schools for this very purpose.

2.6.1 Communicating

Ken I -felt was able to communicate with people on
many intellectual levels. Every person we
encountgred was unique In there own way, so there
was no point in using technical terms common only
to a Conservation Officer's professional group,
in dealing with the average citizen. This form
of action would only confuse the citizen, thereby
1ncrgasing the stress and possibilities of con-
frontations. A éonservation Officer must be able
to realize at what level to communicate with the
person encountered by the way of the conversa-
tion. If the person a Conservation Officer

(16)




2.9

«6.2.

encounters sees the interest you have is bona

fide, they will be pleased to assist your cause.
Other Agencies Involvement

The Conservation Officer's Service is increas-
ingly getting other égencies such as the
R.C.M.P., Canadian Wildlife Service, Ducks Unlim-
ited, Forest Service, Provincial and Federal
Parks Branch and Federal Fisheries more involved
into the Conservation Officer's duties and res-
ponsibllities. 1Input from these agencies is
designed to better the Conservation Officer's-
enforcement program. The effect on the public
having.all these agencies working together is
incredible, and to investigate and convict a per-
son as a result of information from another

agency creates positive feedback.

During my practicum Ken and I took out an
R.C.M.P. Officer for a day and a Pesticide
inspector came out with us on numerous occa-

sions.

Statements

A statement is anything said orally or in writing by a

(17)




witness or an accused (Clepper 1979). There are basi-

cally two categories of statements.

1l) Warned

2) Unwarned

A warned statement 1s one where a person is likely to
get charged with an offence. The accused is then given
the official warning "You are not obliged to say any-
thing, but anything you do say may be given in evi-

dence."

When Ken had to get a warned statement from Craig Parks,
concerning the pesticide investigation, he made sure he
properly warned Cralg before questioning him. TIf Ken
would not of warned Crgig properly, Craig's defense
could challenge the statement in court, and this would
be adequate grounds for the court to rule the statement

inadmissible.

In taking statements it is best to obtain them as close
to the date the offence was committed as possible. This
makes it difficult for a suspect to fabricate a story or
alibl and usually makes them give up damaging admissions

to thelr defense in an early interrogation.

The best statement is always a narrative in the

(18)




accused's own words. If this can not be done a qguestion
and answver statement will be conducted, but these are
always suspect. Once the statement is finished the
accused should read the statement and sign each page.

All corrections should be initialed.

An unwarned statement is a statement from a witness and
all conversations with a suspect, prior to the warning
been give;. Comments made by a suspect during the ini-
tial contact are often very important, and are usually
admissible in court. These statements are usually
recorded in the Conservation Officer's notebook. 1In the
case of Ken obtaining the statement from Alex Prokop-
chuck, concerning the pesticide inspection, Ken had a

witness statement form that he £illed out.
Tickets

The Conservation Officer's can issue five different
tickets. The most common ticket issued by the Conserva-
tion Officer's is classed as a Universal Ticket Informa-
tion (U.T.I.). This form of ticket is used for provin-
cial infractions such as those which fall under the
wildlife and firearm's act. The (U.T.I.) can commonly
be seen issued by other enforcement agencies such as the
R.C.M.P. 1ssuing Motor ‘Vehicle infraction's. A sample
copy of this type of ticket may be viewed in appendix C.
(19)




The Conservation Officer's Service is involved in the
Wildlife, Fisheries, Waste Management, Water Management
Alr Management and Pesticide Control programs. 1In each
of these programs there are up to four acts, with a
large number of regulations, which a Conservation Offi-
cer enforces. To see some of the more common acts the
Conservation Officer's of the Penticton district enforce

under the offence section consult appendix D.

Under‘each act a schedule of voluntary penaltles are
listed to ensure the courts will not be over congested
with straight forward offences and thus allowing the
accused to easily pay his fine. A list of voluntary-
penalties under the wildlife act are given in appendix

E.

When a voluntary penalty is not indicated within the act
the Conservation Officer is charging a person under, he
will Issue an appearance notlce to the accused to

appear in court to be dealt with according to law. The
Provincial Appearance Notice, which can be viewed in
appendlix F, can only be issued for voluntary fines not
indicated wilthin the Provincial Acts a Conservation

Officer enforces.

Another form of ticket the Penticton Conservation Offi-

cer's issues 1s termed the Department of Fisheries and
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Oceans Ticket Information. This ticket may be seen in
appendix G of this report. This form of ticket is used
for infractions occurring under the federal acts which a
Conservation Officer enforces. Such acts include the
Federal Fisheries and Migratory Birds Convention act.
When voluntary fines arernot indicated under the act's
which fall into this category a Federal Appearance
notice may be issued by a Conservation Officer (see

appendix H)

The fifth type of ticket the Conservation Officer Ser-
vice can currently issue is a check up slip or warning
notice. A duplicate ticket of this nature may be viewed

in Appendix I.

2.9 Processing an infraction

The processing of a violation bggins once you have gath-
ered sufficient evidence to lay an information outlining
a charge. While in the field it is important to gather

all the necessary information from the accused person or

persons.

Conclusions

In the past, Conservation Officer's have been heavily
involved in the technical aspects of protecting the environ-
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ment. Today, Conservation Officer's are working under a new
mandate enforcing more enforcement responsibilities and less
technical. Considering the programs a Conservation Officer
1s involved in and the large number of acts and regulations
he is responsible for enfofcing he no longer has the time norx
the knowledge to perform all the technical responsibilities
he was once so heavily involved in. Today, what we are
seeing is more speclalized agencies performing the technical

work within the fields a Conservation Officer enforces.

In summary, a Conservation Officer 1s the policeman of the
environment, spending up to 95% of his time in enforcement
related activities. These activities tend to change by sea-
son but generally involve checks on the environment's users
to ensure it's resources are maintained and used in a benefi-
cial way to us all. With our growing population and increas-
ing demands, the need for enforcement of this kind can not be

emphasized enough.
Recommendations

1) Shorten or eliminate the referal period on minor pesti-
cide inspections.
2) Preform more taxidermist inspections on smaller firms.
3) Continue having other agencies being involved into a Con-
servation Officers enforcement responsibilities.
4) Within the creel census forms employed, more gpecific
(22)



questions pertaining to when fisherman are using the
lakes should be asked in an attempt to obtain more infor-

mation on when the lakes are being utilized the most.

(23)
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