LOC {CASTL} Mbk/L48403
GV/19L.24/W5/N0./1977: 3

C. 1

HOWERY . ROD

WINTER RECREATION EVALUATION OF

e

SEL|

m
x
D
o)
Q
=
‘=
m
2]

\l_w

I

m
b

Wildland Recreation
Technical Report

Wi eati I

Winter Recreation HNvaluation
of the West Kootenay Region

April+1977

Compiled by: Rod Howery

LOCAL
FC
3815
Cs3
HE9
1977

SELKIRK COLLEGE LIBRARY
CASTLEGAR, B.C.




CONTINTS

Sllmm. . LJ . . . L . . . L . . L L] L . i

Introduction o « & "R R N s |
MethOdOlogy oo ls a'® & & o o6 % & lae o B
‘rea Description e o & s e s e 8 s 8 e 3
Winter Recreation of the Kootenays-
i. Present Opportunities ¢« « « ¢ o o 7
ii. Future Winter Recreation
Trends ® 0o 0 0 006060000 ¢ 11
1ii. Conclusion « o o ¢ o o« s ¢ o & o 18

Environment Evaluation « o ¢ o ¢ o o o o 22
i. Existing Fascilities
ii. Vegetation=-

.
.
.
-
-
.
8

a.) Overstory e & & o o o b ° @ 25
b.) Understory “ o o 0 & 8 o o 26
111, Topography > ale bee e u o e 25
Ive 80118 o ¢ 0 ¢ ¢ ¢ o 5 ¢ 0 5 o » @ 30
Ve Historical Aregs e« o« ¢ o o o o o 33

vie Wildlife=-
ao) Mammals o « o " e e e 0 s 38
bo) WA s » o o %0 0 o o 8 6 34
c.) Flsh ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ ¢ & e o o o e 34
viie Climatic Conditions « ¢ o o o o o 37
Discussiol o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 06 ¢ 0 ¢ o @ 38
Development Pla® ¢ o-¢ ¢ o ¢ 6 ¢ & 5 o ° 40
Trail Descriptions e o 0 0o 0 00 0 0 0 o 42
Trail Stendards ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 6 0 & o o 48
constraints . L] L] . . . . . - - - . L] - - 49
Discussion and Recommendations « « ¢« « « 50

Gonclusion ® & » * 8 & 0 o 8 8 e e s e 0 51

Bibliography © o & & o s o o * o s 8 e @ 52

Appendix ® & & 0 % o 8 s 2 » e e e s e @ 53




Filgo 1.
Fig. 2o
Fig. 3e
Figo 40

Figo 5e

Fige 6.

Fige 7

Fig. 8.
Figo 9-
Fig.lO'.
Figells
Fige.12.
Figel3e

Figelje
Fig.15.

List of Maps and Figureg

Location Mﬂp ® e 0 8 ® & ® o @ 5
Picture~Vegetation of Park . « 6
Winter Uae MBP e e o 0o 0 e o o 10

Graph=Snowmobiles sold in

U.S.andCanada....-.-o]Z

Graph-% of Pop. Over 18 years

of Age and Older participating

in Snowmobiling at Least

Oncanearoo.......]J

Graph-# of Pop. over 18 of

Age and Older Participating
in Cross-country Skiing at
Least Once in the Last Year . 15

Projected Growth in Number

of Participants 10 Years and

Over in Selected Activities

Map-Existing Fascilities
Map-Forest Cover o « o o &
Map-Topography e e o o o «
Map-Soils ® @& o o o+ s o @
Table=Soils SyTnbOlS I
Wildlife Habitat and
Historical Map « « « o o «
Graph-Monthly Temp. of the
Park(ave)o.......
Map=-Cross-country Ski Trail
Development Locations .+ e

17
24
27
29
« 31
. 32

. 36
« 37
o 41




SUMHARY

An evaluation of the current and future winter recreation
trends in the West Kootenay region was carried oute The findings
of the evaluation demonstrated that there was a need for more con-
trolled areasfor both cross-country skiing and snow-mobiling. After
careful theught, it was decided that the Champion Lakes Provincial
Park area best suited the needs of cross-country skiers, rather
than those needed by snow-mobilerse.

After the need was established, the natural resources along with
the man-made fascilities were inventoried. A cross-country ski
trail development plan was then drawn up.

The plan proposes & ski trail network that would offer the

cross-country skier a total of 9.25 miles of skiable terrain.




Antroduction

The main objective of the project is to evaluate the potential
of Champion Lakes Provincial Park as a winter recreation arca. In
order to do this, one must look not only at the natural environment
in detail, but must also look at and evaluate very carefully the
need and future trends for any type of winter recreation.

The potential of the natural environment resource to provide
certain recreational opportunities must be evaluated, because such
an evaluation establishes the range of development that can go on.
Certain types of recreation and recreational users can be eliminated
from further considerations if the natural resources are not suited
for these types of recreation.

Once the area is evaluated, the need for the type of recreation
best suited in the area must also be evaluated. Millions of dollars
have been spent in building recreational fascilities in B.Ce. with-
out assessing the need and future trends for that type of recreation.

This report looks first at the evaluation of the need and fut-
ure trends for certain types of winter recreation. Once the need
was established, the Champion Lakes area was evaluated to see if
it met this need and also whut environmental impacts may occur if
any type of winter recreational fascilities were developed. At the
end of my report, I have included a section discussing what I feel
should be done in the area and how it should be implemented, with

regard to costs, extent and type of development and time involved.

o




Methodology

In order to evaluate the Champion Lakes Provineial Park
area as a winter recreation site, I had to, first of all look
at the winter recreation presently occuring in the area and
also look at the future trends of these winter activities. The
information I gathered when researching this evaluation was then
used in deciding what type of recreation would be best suited
in Champion Lakes Prov. FPark.

Once the future recreation trends and needs were established,
the natural environment of the park was evaluated, to see if
fit the need of the future recreation trends. The flora and
fauna were inventoried, the topography was examined, climatic
conditions(both winter and summer) were researched and fragile
areas (both flora, fauna and historical) were identified.

Once the natural environment was evaluated, constraints
were researched and identified. Constraints such as money, access,
climatic conditions, and environmental damage were carefully
reviewed.

When all of my research was done and I had a relatively
good inventory of the aree, I arrived at a plan for the area.
The plan consists of what I feel should be done in the area
and how I feel the Frovincial Parks Branch should handle the

situation.




ea De iptio

Champion Lekes Provincial Fark is located approximately
fifteen miles north-east of Trail, with the surroundi;g com-
munities being Castlegar, Nelsom, Fruitvale, llontrose and Salmo.
(see location map, following page) |

The park itself is comprised of 3250 acres. It was established
to give the local residents & variety of summer outdoor rec-
reational opportunitiess The park was established om March 12,
1955. The park now receives visitors from all accross Canada
and the north-west United States, as well as the local visitors.

The park contains five lakes, First, Second and Third
Champion Lakes along with Kearns Lake and Bear Lake. The sec-
ond and third Champion lakes are suitable for non-motorized
boat use, fishing and swimminge The first lake, while not ideally
suited to swimming, is suitable for non-motorized boat use and
fishinge Kearns lake is connected to the third Champion lake
by a steep hiking trail approximately one mile long. This lake
is suitable for non-motorized boat use except that access to the
lake is not suitable for boat transportetion. The lake is also
used as a water supply to the campground and therefore the water
quality should be kept at a high level. Bear Lske is not connected
to any of the other lakes by a trail and the only access is by
bush-whacking. Fishing is good in Bear Lake while there are no
fish in Kearns Lake. There are no campsites at either Kearns

or Bear Lake but there is an old miner's cabin at Kearns Lake.




There are eighty-two single and five double overnight
campsites in the park along with one sanistation and two sani-
buildings, with flush toilets and sinks. Neither of tge sani-
buildings have showers. On the southern shore of the third lake,
there is a man made beach and a beach house for changing. The
beach house contains flush toilets, sinks and showers. Above the
beach and beach house there is a parking lot, suitable for 180
vehicles.

The vegetation in the park is mainly Alpine Fir, Lodgepole
Pine and Western Larch. There are mature stands of Cedar in the
park along with some patches of White Pine.

Deer and coyote inhabit the area, along with black bear.
There are no elk or moose in the area, but small rodents such
as red-squirrels, townsends chipmunks and white-footed mice are
plentifuls (Flore and fauna will be discussed in detail later
in the report when the natural resource evaluation is discussed.)

The park was designed and built a&s a summer parke. There are
no trails that accomodate any type of winter use although some
of the hiking trails may be suited to some type of winter use.
The park is used mainly from the months of May to September.

Winter use in the park is at a minimunm.
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Fisure 2 - Vegetation of Purk

View of men-made beach on the east
and south side of the third lake. lote
beach house and parking area berind the

beache 4lso note paved access at the

east end of the lake.

Vegétation north of campsite on
third lake. Note Alpine Fir regene
and lichens on mature Lodgepole Pine.
Also note the thickness of the regen.

and understory of the forest.

Vegetation north of campsite.
fote dead alpine fir trees - due to

the flooding of the svamp by beaverse




Winter Recreation of the Kootenayg -
Eresent opportunities and future trendgs.

i) Bresent Opportunities

The West Kootenay region of B.C. offers a diversity of win-
ter recreational opportunities.

Probably the most obvious winter recreational opportunity
is that of downhill skiing. There are four ski hills in the
West Kootenays, the largest being Red Mountain at Rossland. The
skihill at Red Mountain contains three chairlifts, a poma, a T-
bar and a rope tow. The next largest skihill is located at Ymir
mountain, 12 miles north-east of Nelson. Whitewater, as it is
known contains two chairlifts. There is an area at Whitewater
that is cleared for a T-bar and installation of the tow will
probably occur in the near future. The other two skihills are
logated at Bluett and Salmo. These are small hills and contain
only one 1lift apiece. They cater to the beginner more than the
expert as the skihills at Rossland and Ymir Mountain cater more
to the expert and high intermediate. The West Kootenay region
of B.C. is probably the best equipped in all of B.Ce for down=-
hill skiing.

Snow-mobiling has caught on in the Kootena&s in the last
few years, but as yet there are no controlled areas for the sport.
(By controlled areas, I mean that there are no areas that are
developed especially for snow-mobiling.)

Snow-mobiling is a type of winter recreation that utilizes

large areas of snow covered terraine There are many areas in this




region that are frequented by snowmobilers. The snowmobilers

tend to use old logging roads and clearcuts more than the forest
itselfs Snowmobilers tend to be gregarious and when this occurs
deamage also seems to occurs. The snowmobile has been criticized
severely for the mechanical damage it causes to young trees and
the understory vegetation. It is also known that the snowmobile
compacts the snow and a severe temperature change occurs when this
happens.

There is a snowmobile club in Salmo as well as Rossland. The
snowmobilers use the logged areas and loggzing roads in the area
and generally stay out of the higher elevation regions. (see
map, page0)

Snow-shoeing is another winter sport that is pursued in the
We Kootenays. Although it ranks below snowmobiling and downhill
skiing in popularity, some considerations to the sport must be
given. Generally, snow-shoeing is thought to be, not as much
of a sport, but more of a means of travel for the fisherman,
logger and hunter. The means of travel for the hunter and logger
and trapper is rapidly catching on as a winter sport.

The snowshoer does not need any predesignated trail or
clearing, as the downhill skier and the snowmobiler need, or
prefer. All the snow-shoer needs is snow and areas to go to.

The main areas in this region that the snow=shoer congregates
is the area north of Rossland, in the Nancy Greene Recreation Area,
and the area surrounding the Nancy Greene Lakee (see map, page )

Cross-country skiing has caught on rapidly in the past few

years in the W. Kootenays, and many other areas of B.C. as well.




The cross-country skier is in a class much like the snow-
shoers. The cross-country skier doesn't meed special cleared out
ares and groomed hills, however the best suited areas for the
cross-country skier are areas that have designated trails.

Unlike the downhill skier, who likes and needs steep slopes,

the cross-country skier needs areas that have relatively flat to
rolling terrain. Only minimum trail fascilities are needed for
the cross-country skier. ie: a parking lot and comfort stations.

There are very few areas in this region that are highly suited
to cross—country skiing. The areas that are most used in the
region are the areas in the Nancy Greene Recreation Area and the
areas around Nancy Greene Lake. Snow-shoers and cross~ country
skiers tend to congresgate in these areas because there is easy access
and the noise level is relatively low, compared to other areas
used by downhill skiers and snow=mobilers. (for loeations of

areas used by cross-country skiers, see map on pagel0.)
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ii.) Future Winter Recreation Trends

In the past fifteen to twenty years, participatiog in outdoor
winter recreation has surgede More and more Canadians have turned
to different types of winter activities.

One of sports that has enjoyed a great increase in popularity
is downhill skiinge The increase in popularity of downhill skiing
began after the war, due to war-surplus ski equipment and also due
to the publicity the ski soldiers of the U.S. and Austria got.l

The popularity of downnhill skiing continued to grow at a
steady pace of about 8 percent per year until the late 1950's and
early 1960's. In the western U.S., for example, there were l.4
million skiers in 1955 compared to 4.3 million in 1963.%2 It is
also noted that attendance increased in meny of the resorts in
Canada and the U.S. by 20 percent each yeare

In Canada, and especially B.C., the increase has been rel-
atively the sames In some later figures, the number of skiers
in Canada has increased by an overall 5 percent per year from
1967 to 1972. In the period between 1967 and 1969, the increase
in Canadian skiers was 16 percente This dropped to 2.9 percent
between the period of 1969 and 1972, but at present is increasing
at a steady rate of about 8.3 percent per year.3

I feel that the increases outlined sbove are even greater in

this region. One only has to look at the new ski hills that have

- lo Ski Down the Years, John Joy, Universal Fublishing and Dist.
Corporation., Copyright 1966.
- 2, Jubanville, Alan., Qutdoor Recreation Flapning. Philadelphia,
We B. Saunders Corporation, 1976.
=3+ CeOsReDs, Canadian Participation in Outdoor Recreation,
-Toronto, (1970) (1972) (1976) publication.




Figo 4

been developed and the full parking lots in these areas and you
can see that there has been great increases in skiers in this
area over the past three to four years. This increase will equal
or surpags = the present rate of 8.3 percent that is now
occuring accross Canada.

The use of snow-mobiles as recreation vehicles has increased
rapidly over the last decade and a half. Snow-mobiles, as we know
them today only came into existance in the late 1950's and early
1960'ss Since thattime, the snow-mobile has gained great popularity
in both a working vehicle and recreational vehicle. In 1960, for
example, sales of the snowmobile were less than 500 vehicles. In
1969-1970, the figure had reached 445,000 units sold in one yeares
General predictions are that snowmobile sales will level off at
approximately 700,000 units per season for new sales in the UsSe

and Canada.l

Snowmobiles sold in UeSe and Canada
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-~ l. Snowemobilege., Us3. Depte. of Commerce, Business and Defence
Services Administration., Sept. 1972.




The number of people that participate in snow-mobiling in
Canada is quite remarkeble. For example, in 1972, 3.7 million
people, over the age of 10 years, participated in snow-mobiling.
In 1975, that number had reached 4el million, about 20 percent
of the population. It is estimated that by 1985, 4.4 million
people will participate in this sport each year. (see graph,
table , page o) The average rate of growth(estimated) will be
le4 percent'annually.l

Another interesting statistic is that in 1972, 17.8 percent
of the population, 18 years and over, participated in snowmobiling
at least once. Between the years of 1967 and 1969, there was
a 50 percent increase inthe percentage of participants. iet In

1967, only 7 percent of the population participated in the sport.

In 1969, 14 percent of the population participated in the sporte

% of Population Over 18 Years of Age

zsr and Older Participating in Snow-mobiling
At Least Once in the Year
Fige 5 !
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Year
- l. Bureau of Management Consultants, Projectio Fa

in Outdoor Recreation, Ottawa, 1976, P. iii




The figures that I have presented point to the fact snow=
mobiling will increase at an average rate of between 1 and 2 per-
cent per yeare I feel that the same will be true in tht W. Kootenay

regiony and that snow-mobiling will increase at a rate of between

"1 and 2 percent in the areae

Cross-country skiing has enjoyed a rapid increase in pop-
ularity in the last few yearses More people are turning to cross-
country skiing in order to obtain relaxation and to get away from
the noisy crowds at the ski hillse Cross—country skiers can enjoy
the outdoors in an atmosphere much unlike the ski hills or on a
noisy snow-mobile. Only the cross-country skier knows what it is
like to quietly ski through snow covered trees and appreciate the
quiet white splendor of winter.

In the past few years, the numbers of people that have taken
up the sport is tremendous. In 1967 there were less than one per-
cent of the population of Canada (18 years and older) participating
in cross-country skiing. Between 1967 and 1969, the number increased
slightly to about 0.9 percent of the population. By 1972 the
number had increased to l.9 percent of the population. This is
an increase of over 100 percent. In 1972, there were approximately
five hundred thousand Canadians across Canada participating in
cross—=country skiing.1

In the period between 1967 and 1972, the numbers of Canadians
participating in cross-country skiing had increased from approx-

imately one hundred and twenty thousand to five hundred thousand.

= le Cs0eRsDe, Canadian Participation in Outdoor Recreation, J
Toronte. (1970, 1972) pub.
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In another study done on the growth projection of cross-country
skiing, the data presented showed that in 1972 there were five
hundred thousand people cross-country skiing in Canada. (over the
age of ten) By 1975, this number had jumped to 1 million people,
a 100 percent increase in three years. The study also projected
that cross-country skiing would continue to grow in popularity
at this alarming rate until 1980, when 2 million people would be
participating in the sporte By 1985, the number is projected at
2.2 million. This represents an increase of 1.2 million people,
participating in the sport, from 1975 to 1985. This projected
figure means that one hundred and twenty thousand people will take
up the sport each year for the next ten years.l

The figures I have presented are nationwide. However, I feel
the increases (percentage wise) will be equaled in the We Kootenay

region, if not more so. There are no figures for the number of

-l. Bureau of Management Consultants, P f Pa i 0
in Outdoor Recreatéon, Ottawa, 1976., piil-




people that participate in cross—country skiing in the W. Kootenays,
but more and more people are taking up the sport.

There are no areas that have been designed to accomodate only
the cross-country skier. Most of the areas in the W. Kootenays
that accomodate cross-country skiers are there because of some other
reason, such as logging or trails designed for the hiker. The region
lacks in designated and controlled cross-country ski areas.

(graph illustrating the increase and projeéted increases in

both snow-mobiling and cross-country skiing, page/7.)
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iiiJ Conclusion

The West Kootenay region of B.Ce offers winter users a
diversity of different recreational opportunities. Rapid expan-
sion in all forms of winter recreation have led to the development
of certain areas for these types of recreation. Future trends
of these forms of recreation, as I have outlined previously, call
for more development of winter recreational fascilities.

Downhill skiing has enjoyed a relatively good period of
increased popularity. This increased popularity has been the major
reason that new ski hills have been developede Ski hills in Nelson,
Salmo and Bluett have all been developed fairly recently and plans
are underway to continue development in some of these areas.

To say that is possible to develop the Champion Lakes Area
as a downhill ski area would be simply erroneous. The topography
doesn't lend itself to the type of landscape that is needed by a
downhill ski area and the B.C. Parks Branch wouldn't consider
building a ski area in the park, because of the close proximity
of the ski hills in Rossland and Salmo.

I feel that because of the four ski hills in the W. Kootenay
region, there is no need to further develop any new areas in the
region, and to discuss the feasibility of developing a ski area
at Champion Lakes would be a waste of time.

The evaluation of snow-mobiling and cross-country skiing areas
in the W. Kootenayslas made it clear that both these forms of
winter recreation lack areas that have 'been espeeially designed

and developed for these types of recreation.
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Looking at snow-mobiling, I found out that there are no
snow-mobiling trails in the W.Kootenays that were especially de-
signed for the users. Also, I found that there weren't any cross-
country ski trails in the region that were developed especially
for cross-country skiing.

Champion lLakes Provincial Fark offers suitable terrain for the
development of either cross=country ski-twails, or snow=mobile
trailse

Although the terrain is suitable for both types of winter
recreation, I feel that there is only room for one of these types
in the parke The reason I say that cross-country ski trails and
snow-mobile trails can't be developed in the same area is because
of the conflicts that would occurs To begin with, the snow-mobile
makes a lot of noise. This is especially distracting to cross-
country skiersy, who like quiet and serene areas. Another reason
why conflicts would occur, is because of the smell of the snow=-
molies when large numbers of them congegrate. This isn't as much
of a problem as the noise, but exhaust fumes do smell and the cross-
country skier would be unattracted to this as well. One easy way
to overcome these conflicts would be to section off areas in the
park for the seperate users. The park, however, is not large
enough to do this.

It is plain to see that the development of trails for one or
the other type of recreation in the area is feasible, but not both.
However, I feel that the development of Cross-country ski trails
in the park is more logical than that of developing snow-mobile

trails.
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To begin with, the area is rather small to accomodate snow=-
mobiles. It is estimated that the average snow-mobiler travels
a distance of forty-five to fifty miles a day, each day he uses
his snow-mobile.l In order to accomodate the distance an average
snow-mobiler travels in a day, on would have to build at least forty
miles of trail in the parke. This is not feasible, because the
park only measures two miles by two and three quarter miles. (160
chains X 220 chains)

Another reason I feel that the area shouldn't be developed
to accomodate snow-mobiles is because of the damage that occurs from
the vehicle. Snow-mobilers, as any type of recreational vehicle
users, tend to be gregarious. When large groups of these snow=-
mobiles occur, damage also occurs. Snow-mobiles have been critized
severly for the damage they do to young trees and shrubs. It
is also a known fact that the snow=-mobile compacts the snow and
a severe temperature change occurs.in the soils. This is harmful
to vegetation because freezing of the stemas occurs and once the stems
freeze, the plant usually dies. Once the vegetation dies, the
soils loose their stability and erosion may occur. This may be
useful in hydro cuts but is detrimental to the flora, consequently
aesthetics are depreciated. .. A

Another reason that snow-mobiles shouldn't be accomodated
in the park is that of pollution. Undoubtfully, the snow-mobilers
will use the lakes. Oil spills, if they did happen, would be
harmful to the water and flora and fauna of the lakes. The lakes

are used a lot in the summer, and patches of oil that would remain

-l. O.R.sz. s Off Road Recreation Vehlclns, Washington, Dept. of
the Interior, U.S. Gov't., 1971.
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until the summer would be detrimental to the summer user, be he
a swimmer or fisherman.

These are the reasons I would not develop the areato accomadate
snow=mobiles. The area should be developed for cross-country skiers
because of these reasonse.

One is that the lemgth of trails needed by cross-country
skiers is much less than that needed by the snow-mobilere In is
estimated that the average cross-—country skier travels a distance of
between three and four miles in an outing. To construct the trail
length to accomodate this need is feasible in the park.

Another reason I feel that cross-country ski trails should
be developed in the park is that very little damage occurs from
cross-country skiers. The only environmental damage that cross-
country skiers do is that of their fascilities. ie: the cut trails
and sani-stationse.

Unlike snow-mobile trails, which need to be quite wide, the
cross-country ski trail doesn't need to be very wide. This is
beneficial because if designed properly, the trails can be used
in both winter and summer.

On the basis of the future recreation trends in the W. Kootenay
region, the existing development and the size of Champion Lakes
Provineial Park, I feel that cross-country ski trail development

is feasible and should occur in the parke.
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Environment Evaluation

When planning for any type of trail development, be ;t summer
or winter use, the natural resources of the area must be studied
in detail and inventoriede When the inventory of the natural res-
ources is complete, only then is it possible to plan the correct
trail locations.

I have looked at existing fascilities, vegetation, topography,
soils, historical areas, fragile areas, areas used extensively by
wildlife in the park and climatic conditions. Following is a descrip-
‘tion of the natural and man-made environment of Champion Lakes

Provineial Park.




“
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de) Existing Fascilities

The park contains both overnight and day-use (summer) fascilities.
There are 82 single and 4 double canping sites on the north side of
the third leke. Seventy-four of these campsites have picnic tables.
There are two sani-buildings in the overnight camping area, and these
contain flush toilets and sinks. There is one sani-station located
Just east of the overnight campsite.

On the south side of third lake, there is a man-mede beach and
beach house. Located behind the beach house there is a parking lot
large enough to accomodate one hundred and eighty cars. The beach
house also contains sinks and flush toilets.

The park also contains one boat launch, located on the north
side of the third lake.

There are 1.2 miles of paved road in the park and 1.7 miles
of gravel road. There are approximately 3 miles of hiking trails
in the parke. The trails connect the camping area and the day-use
area to Kearn's Lake and also to a lookout, stationed north of the
third lake on a rock bluff. The trails also provide the summer
hiker access to the first and second lakes.

The trails are of quite high quality and some portions of them
could be used by the cross-country skier during the winter.

(for map of existing fascilities, sece pageZf.)
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ii.) Vegetation

Champion Lakes Provincial Fark is located witnin the Interior
Western Hemlock biogeoclimatic zone.(dry subzone) The végetation
in the park is characteristic of vegetation in the I.W.H. Biogeo-
climatic zone. The under and over-story of the park is found on
moderately to well drained sites. Little vegetation, other than
mosses and lichens, is found in the rocky areas. Swamp grasses and
hedges are found in the poorly drained areas, generally occuring

around the lakese.

2s) Overstory

Pioneer species, such as Western Larch (Larix occidentalis)
and Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta) are dominant throughout the
area, probably due to a fire history. ©Small stands of these species
occur in the pure stand catagory, but generally they are found mixed
with Douglas Fir (Psuedotsuga manzeseii), White Pine (Pinus monticola)
and Western Red Cedar (Thuja plicata)e The trees that exist in the
park are mainly immature, being in the age class of 80-100 years
olde There are a few pockets of mature Cedar and Hemlock and Balsam
(Alpine Fir) in the Horth-east and south-east corners of the park,
and also on the south-west corner of the third lake.

Regeneration and advanced regeneration species were predominantly
Cedar and Hemlock in the lower, more poorly drained areas, while
Douglas Fir was the predominant regeneration species in the well to
moderately-well drained arease

Logging took place in the east section of the park and east of

the bounderye This area was logged in 1956 and 1958 and is now

SELKIRK COLLEGE LIBRARY
CASTLEGAR, B. C.
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stocked with residuals and twenty year old regeneration. The regen—
eration is mainly Douglas Fir, Cedar and Hemlock in this area.

(for forest cover map, sce map pageZl)

be) Understory

The understory of the park consists of the common species found
in the I.W.H. zone. There are small areas of devils club arouhd
poorly drained arease The other well drained areas are  vegetated
with willow, huckleberry, kinnikinik, oregon grape, falsebox and
different types of flowers. The huckleberry, a very important food
of the black bear, consists in large numbers on the north side of
the third lake and west of the first lake.

There are no unique areas of understory in the perk that should
be preserved or avoided when developing & trail, be it a hiking trail

or cross—country ski trail.




FLIPwPI)
530-M

FU i l
530

v
(

T

_ . ST
- ,,;'1‘7Ci"aﬁfff\——1 R, .

/K
DN

HC

}f

FPwLPI

530-M

SO R A

e

\ FL{PwPI)
530-M

.
e
841 -M -

'\-.[°

7_/\/\5

FIBPIC)
£30-6

\ -
) CH(FL)
83Resid. - P

Park Bo erc_y

&-56-58

FPI

(3 S3
-

L
0-M

X

/J /7{8

AL /‘W,\-

.

ol
o

-
»

.\

\

\.
N

. Xod

: ~~ 2-low vol. zature
e

hge Code Stockizg Code
B eog- &)
Spec-eq Heizht  Site
Code Class Code

Specieg Code

F = Dougles Fir

Pw- Write Fine

L -~ Western Lerch
Lodgerole Pine

C- Western Red Cedar -
H- Hezlock

B- Balsam’

'/ aze Code
- 01-5C yrs
- c’-luq yrs

|-

3 = 66-35 ft.
1. - Q"-.La-ﬁ f£t.

; Stocking Code  Sits Zule

| O-all immature G-good
l-high vol. meture M-zediua
?—voc'
L-.LOV .-
Mature stend - g, /7

. —

Inzature stand r )
Regeneration = f' - _)

Svagp = C D

141-250 yrs 5 = 126-155 It.

|
i
|
|
i,
|
i .
|
|
|




LT PN

-

28

iii,) Iopography

The topography of Champion Lakes Provinecial Park is‘varied
from rolling hills to steep rock bluffs.

The three mein lakes are located in a basin that is relatively
flat. Kearn's leke is at a much higher elevation than the three
main lakes, and the shoreline of the lake is steep. There is a
rock bluff on the west side of the lake. Bear Lake is also situated
at a higher elevation than the three main lakes and is surrounded
by steep to rolling terraine.

The first lake has rock bluffs on the east side of it but gen-
erally has a relatively flat shoreline. The shoreline around the
second and third lakes is generally flat with rolling hills adjacent
to the shoreline. The shorelines around the three main lakes would
pose no problem to the development of cross-country ski trails.

(for topography map, see page o)
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iv.) Soilg

The soils in Champion Lakes Frovincial Park are quite complex.
They consist of rocky, sandy soils which are well drained, to poorly
drained organic soilse.

The main areas of poorly drained organic soil are those areas
adjacent to the lakes. These are of organic nature and are moist to
wet throughout the year.

The other soils in the park are colluvial in origin and are
relatively well drained. Other areas in the park, although few,
are bare bedrock, with little or no soil covering theme.

Generally, the soils in the park are well drained colluvial
soilse The organic soils that are poorly drained occur in the valley
bottoms and ravine bottomses The well drained soils occur on the
side hills and the bedrock areas occur at the tops of hillse

(for soils map, see page3l.)
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TABLE/Z. Soilg Symbolg Fige 12
ieSoil Association Parent Material

BK2 (Bohan) Orthic Humo-Ferrie Podzol
BK6 (Bohan) Orthic Humo-~Ferric Podzol

BG3 (Bonnington) Orthic Humo-Ferric rodzol

BHL (Buhl) Lithic Humo-Ferric Podzol

AS? & AS, (Avis) Gleyed Orthic Regisol

ii, Landform Order

C - Colluvium

R = Bedrock

0 = Organic

F = Fluvial

G - Glacial Fluvial
L - Lacusterne

iii. Lendform
t - terrace
b - blanket
f - fan
k - kame
h = hummocky
b - beach
d = delta

iy. Slope
Simple

A ~ depressional to level
B - very gently sloping

C - gently sloping
moderately sloping
strongly sloping
steeply sloping

very steeply sloping
extremely sloping

moEE o
Y I A R

R HO L OP

Colluvium over bedrock

Shallow colluvium over bedrock

Coarse alluvium

Complex 2

- nearly level 0=0e5
- gently undulating 0.5-2

- undulating 2=5

- gently rolling 5=9

- moderately rolling 9-15

- strongly rolling 15-30
- hilly 30-60
- very hilly over 60

Colluvial till over bedrock
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¥.) Historical Areag ]

Champion Lakes Provincial Park was used in the 1900's by the
animal inhapitants and a few miners. Mine shafts occur on the west
side of Kearn's Lake and also south of the third lake. The only
historical feature in the park is a miners cabin and barn on the
wegt side of Kearn's Lake, on the towering rock bluff. They are
run down and are rotting away but I feel they are of some significance
to the area because they are the only real evidence of past users.

These wouldn't be of much significance in the winter, because
they would be buried in the snow, but they still exist. No other
historical sites occur within the parks boundariese.

(for map of historical area, see pagedd

¥i. Mildlife
g. Mamnalg

Whitetail deer are common in the park but mule deer tend to avoid
the area. The park has suitable habitat for deer in the summer,
but during the winter, the deer generally move to a lower elevation.
The only areas in the park that are deer wintering areas, is the area
in the north-west corner of the parke

Black bear are common in the park also and there are important
feeding areas (huckleberry bushes) just north of the campsite and
the third lake. Black bears also hibernate in the park in the area
north-west of the first lake. This area should be avoided when
developing any type of trail.

Snowshoe harea are abundant in the park and many new tracks

were sighted each time I visited the area in the last two winters.
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I have also sighted four different animals when sgkiing in the area.

The Fish and Wildlife did a study in 1974 and reported that
porcupines were also abundant in the parke. No animals were sighted
by myself when doing the study, but many signs were noticed.

Squirrels and chipmunks were also sighted in the park in
the spring and fall months and these are reported to be very common.
No squirrels or chipmunks were sighted by myself in the winter months
as they were all hibernatinge. Other mammals that are present in tne
park are coyotes, bats, mice, shrews and weasels. These were reported
by the Fish and Wildlife but other than the mice, no evidence was
scen by myself of the other mammals.

Begver also exist in the park, living in the first and second
lakes. I did not do a study on the beavers in the area, but from
the evidence I have seen, I estimate there are two pairs of beavers
in the area. O0ld signs were noted at Kearn's Lake and the third
lake and new evidence (cuttings) were sighted at the first and
second lake.

L. Birds

Fish and Wildlife estimate that there have been thirty-five
species of birds sighted in the park, and that probably most of them
nest there. During the winter months, very few birds were seen by
myselfs The birds which were seen in the park usually leave when
winter comes. The lakes are unimportant to waterfowl, although they
are used during migration periods.

g. Kigh

All three Champion Lakes have been stocked with rainbow trout

in recent years. The first lake is suitable for ice-fishing and
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fishing is good during the winter months. The second and third
lakes also contain rainbow trout but the angle would have his great-
est luck in the first lakes Other species of fish in ali the three
lakes consist of suckers(both longnose and largescale) and redside
shiners.

Fish spawn in the narrow channel between the third lake and the
second lake but this area is generally frozen in the winter months
and wouldn't be a constraint to cross-country ski trail development.

(for wildlife habitat map, sce page3G)
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¥i.) _Climatic Conditions

The climatic conditions of Champion Leke Frovincial Fark are
almost parallel to those of Rossland. The easiest way to describe
the climatic conditions of the park is through graphs.

The park receives about 225 inches of snow yearly. This year,
however, the park received only about 50 inches of snow.

The temperatures of the park are below freezing (average) five

months out of the years

76 i

Monthly Temp. (Average) Fige 14
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The snowfall the park receives and the temperatures that occur
are suitable for the cross-country skier. There are five months
out of each year that could be used by the skiers. The snowfall is
quite high each year, but would present very few problems to the

cross—country skierse
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Discussion

Afetr evaluating and inventorying the natural resources of
Champion Lakes FProvincial Park, I have chosen areas théf I feel
cross-country ski trails should be developed. When choosing these
areas, I tok into account the constraints the natural environment
hade

The understory of the park is mainly Douglas Fir, Western Larch,
White Pine and Lodgepole Pine. There are pateches of mature Western
Red Cedar, Hemlock and Spruce in the park and I felt the trail should
go through one of these areas. The only feasible area would be the
area just south of the third lake.

The soils in the park are mainly well drained soils and any
trail development that takes place, should take place on these
type of soilse There are areas of poorly drained organic soils and
these areas shouldn't be developed. The marshes and wetland areas
could be used by winter users.during the winter once they are frosen.
No detrimental effects to these areas would occur once they are
frozen and covered with snow.

The one historical site in the park would be covered with snow
during the winter and would be unbeneficial to try and use it as some
form of interpretation for the cross-country skiers.

The areas of winter hebitat of Whitetail Deer ahould be avoided
when developing any type of trail, along with the bear denning. arease
The marsh wildlife wouldn't be affected by any type of use during the
winter months.

Some of the existing trails in the park could be used by cross-

country skiers but would have to be upgraded and leveled out some-
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whate

The areas in the park best suited for cross-country skiers
are situated near and around the three lakes in the céntre of the
park. Very little disturbance to both wildlife and vegetation, along

with the soils would occur in these areas.
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Development Plan

The area in Champion Lakes Provincial Park that I haye chosen
for the development of cross-country ski trails is the area directly
around and north of the three main Champion Lakes. Existing trails
and fascilities were inecluded in the development plan because these
are suitable for winter use as well as summer use.

I have proposed seven trails in the park, three of which are
currently used hiking trails. The hiking trails, with a bit of up-
grading could be excellent terrain for the cross-country skier. I
have also identified a lecation for another set of pit toilets, which
I feel are needed.

I have identified areas that are suitable terrain for cross=—
country skiers and that could only be used by them in the winter, and
could not be used during the summer as hiking trails. No work is
needed in thses areas, but they play an important part of the trail
network.

When planning and field checking the locations of the trails,

I tried to get a variety of terrain and vegetation along the trail
routes. I also tried to find areas, that once developed, would be
beneficial to summer use.

Theltrails are all circular and lead back to the parking lot.
This eliminates the skiers using only one trail to go and return
One

If the proposed trails wer developed and the existing ones up-
graded, there would be 7.25 miles of cross-country ski trails in the
parke There are also 2 miles of lakes that, once frozen, couls be
used by the skiers. This would make a total of 9.25 miles of cross-

country ski terraine.
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Trail Deserivtiong

Irail #l.

This trail is approximately one half mile longe. It was located
in its position because of the mature Cedar,!emlock and Spruce which
occur just south of the third lake. It is located on well drained
soils and would present very few problems in construction. There are
no fragile areas or unique ereas elong this trail and wildlife hab-

itat wouldn't be altered to any great degree.

Irail 2.
This trail is approximately one and a half miles in length and
is located on well drained soils. Wildlife habitat wouldn't be affected
by the trail and there aren't any fragile or delicate areas near the
traile The trail location was choscn because it offered the skiers
an alternate routs fo the .second lake from the first. It is also
different from the other trails because it runs throvgh immature

Douglas Fir, Western Larch and White Pine and Lédgepole ¥inee

An example of the type
of vegetation that is
found along the prop-
osed location of trail
# 2. (Note open type of
stand.)




4

Trail #3.

Trail #3 wes chosen because it offers a short route from the
second to the third iske. It also takes advantage of a-gravel road
that leads towards the first lake. The trail is located on well-
drained soils «nd wildlife habitat is not affected by this trail.
The proposed trail is approximately five eights of a mile long and

runs through the same immature forest that the second trail did.

An exsnple of trte vegetation
fourd elong trail #3. (Hote low

snowfalle)

Tl:ai l. &Ao
Trail #, is located west of the first lake and is approximately

three quarters of a mile long. The trail location do2an't affect
wildlife habitat to a great degree, or fragile areas wnd unique
areas. The proposed trail is located on well to moderately well

drained soils. It offers the skier another means to get to the

first lakee.
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Trail #5.

Trail #5 is locateu south of the third lake. It is now a hiking
trail but with some upgrading, it could serve both the cross—country
skier and the summer hiker. The users of the trail have access to
the third lake all along the trail. It also offers a circular
route, when coupled to trail #l, to znd from the parking lot. This
would be beneficial to the skiers who prefer shorter, faster routes,
such as older peaple and younger people. The trail is also very.

close to the pit toilets located near the parking lot.

A spall bridze over a
creek draining into the
third lake. Suitablé to
both winter and sumnmer

userss

The bridge at the
vest end of third
leke, and the end

of trail #5e
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Trail ibe.

Trail #6 is located east of tne second luke. The trail is
presently a summer hiking trail but with & bit of upgreding, could
becone an excellent cross-sountry ski trail. The reason I have
chosen this trail to be upgraded, is that this trail would give

the skier access to the second leke from the campsite.

Trail #1.

Trail #7 is an existing sumner hiking treil that would be a
suitabie trail for cross—country skiers, if sone vpgrading occurede
It provides access from the second lake to the first lake and doesn't
affect wildlife habitat or fragile areas. I have proposéd thet a
pit toilet be erccted at the head of this traile There is & need
for tnis toilet fascility because of the distahce a skier would
have to go to use the toiletAfascilities in the campsite and near
the parking lote This toilet would be ouite centrally localed in the
trail network and would pose no problems in the way ofT pollution
to the second lake, due to the well drained soils in the area.

Trail #7 is spproximately thrse querters of a mile in lengthe

A snzll creek near the
trail that flows belwesen the

second &nd third lakese.
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A portion of the existing
niking traii. (Hote the

ciosed type of overstory.)

The other areas’suitable for the cross=country skier are the
lake areas and the camping sreas. Once the lakes freeze and get
covered in snow, they make excellent cross-cross country skiing
terrain. The campsite area could be used by the skiers, both for
canping and skiing. Firewood wouid have to be supilied because
danege would occur to the surrounding trees if it wasn'te

The trail network originates at the parking lot and connects
the three main lekes to both the campsite area and the parking lov.
The lakes are an important part of the network and they would offer

not only skiable terrain, but ice-fishingo.

View of the purking
lot just south of third

lake. (Hote lurge size.)
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Gravel road (trail) to
head of trail #3 & ifl.

View of first leke, look

ing

Access roudy S.0f
third lake.

View of second
lzke from trail #7.




Irail Standards

The sizes of cross—country ski trails vary from large cuts to
small, narrow cutse The type of cross-country ski trail that is
best suited for Champion Lakes Provincial Park is a narrow type
trail that could be used during the summer by hikers, as well as
the cross-country skiers during the winter months.

The width of trail I recommend is between three to four feet
widee The trails should be constructed in the summer months, as
large stumps would occur if construction took place in the winter.
The trails would be used in the summer as well, and the stumps would
be detrimental to the summer use.

The overstory should be left over the trail and the height of
open area should be about seven feet above the snow. Therefore,
limbs and branches should be removed so that the cross-country skier
has enough headroome The height I reccomend that the branches be
removed is between twelve and fourteem feete This may look unpleasing
to the summer user, but is a must for the skier.

Marking of the trails is very important and I would reccomend
that signs be placed at the head of each trail. These signs should
tell the skier how long the trail is, how long it usually takes, what
the skier will see and where it goes.

There should also be a large sign constructed at the parking lot
that shows the total cross-country ski trail networke This sign
could also show what type of terrain is available to the user, as
well as telling him or her how long the trail is. Fascilities could

also be identified on the sign as welles
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Constraintg

There are a number of constraints to the plan, but these can
be overcome quite easily.

The biggest constraint is the access. The snowfall is quite
heavy in an average year and the six mile access road would have to
be plowed quite regularily. The parking lot would have to be cleared
quite often, too, along with the areas around the pit toilets. I
recommend that the B.C. Parks Branch work out an agreement with the
Dep't. of Highways to keep the roadway opene I also recommend that
the Parks Branch hire a person to keep the users supplied with fire-
wood and also to keep the areas around the pit toilets open. This
could be done, not on a daily basis, but possibly on a weekly basise

The carrying capacity of the natural environment is another
constrainf but I feel a very small ones The only demage to the
environment would be the trails themselves. These would be hardly
noticable. I have located the proposed trails in areas that are the
least susceptible to damage. There are no important wildlife areas
where the proposed trails are located and this holds true for the
fragile areas and unique arease

People impacts, such as those created when people run out of
firewood, could be overcome if firewood was supplied to them. Feople
tend to strip the branches off of trees if the firewood runs out.

It is very important that the pit toilets be kept open because
if they weren't accessable, pollution problems may occur when the

spring thaw occurs.
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D1 . i Becomncndats

The development plan I have proposed has taken into account
the overall natural environment. I have located the proposed trails
on the map using aerial photographs and through field checks, but
before any development takes place, these locations should be re-
checkede I have looked at erosion of the trails as the biggest
problem that may occur, but with proper constrgpiton, these problems
will be minimal.

I have not attempted to place a cost estimate on the proposal,
as I feel it is beyond my knowledge. I can say, however, that the
trail lengths that need to be constructed are approximately three and
three eights miles and the length of trail that needs to be upgraded,
is approximately one and one eigth miles. Field checks in the exact
trail locations could tell the developer what type of work needs to
be done and where the problems may occures This will give the dev-
eloper an idea how long it will take, and only then can a cost be
put on the development plan.
~ I feel that the phasing of the proposal is importante. The first
phase that should occur, should be the upgraeding of trails # 5, 6, and
7. Once this is done, trail number 1 should be constructed. After
trail #1 is completed, trails # 2, 3, and 4 should be constructeds

As I don't know the time span it would take to complete the plan,
I can't estimate the development costs. I feel it should be completed

in the phasing I have outlined abovee




51

Conclusion

The area around the three main Champion Lakes is best suited for
cross-country skiinge This area, if developed like I ha;e proposed,
would receive little impact to the flora and fauna.

The total trail length of the proposal is 7.25 miles. 45 of this
distance would have to be construced or upgraded. The other 2.75
miles is roadway. The lakes make up the other two miles of terrain so
that altogether there would be 9.25 miles of skiable terrain.

Existing fascilities in the dayuse and camping areas could be
used in the winter months with only minor maintenance. Firewood
should be supplied at ﬁhe campsites and the toilets kept accessable.

If proper construction was carried out, the trails could be used

both in the winter and summer monthse




2e

3.

s

5e

6o

52

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Joyy,Jdohn. Ski Down the Yesrs, Universal Publishing
and Distributing Corp., Copyright 1966.

Jubanville, Alan. Qutdoor Recreation Planning, Phil-
adelphia., We Be Saunders Corporation, 1976.

Ce0OeReDo, MWJ?M@,
Toronto, (1970) (1972) (1976) Publication.

U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Business and Defence Services
Administration, Snowmobileg, September 1972.

Bureau of Management Consultants, E

Erojectiong of FPar-
ticipation in Outdoor Recreatiom, Ottawa, 1976
Publication iii.
Dept't of the Interior, U.S. Gov't., Off Road Rec-

reation Vehicles, Washington., 1971.




53

1. Aerial Photographs # 268 to 272,
# 27, and # 164 to 166’ B«Ce 7463,
BeCe 74640

2. Interim Policy Statement, for Champion
Lakes Provincial Park, Second Draft,
April 7, 1976.




‘;2—3-/;'6" el

. INTERIM POLICY STATEMENT Sobe vha I e
for
CHAMPTON LAKES PARK

Second Draft

& April 7,71976

- Group Members

M,_Johnston, Chalrman (Central Plannlng Sectlon)
eap\_ P. Whltfleld (Reglonal Planner)

G. McAdams (Plannlna Technic1an)

R. Russell (Kokanee Dlstrlct Superlntendent)

G, Prlce (Kokanee Assistant District Superlntendent)

EN

R. Kerr (Kokanee Park Assxstant)

"",‘:.'" ; .v 5 | . ) / L :
e s sy /// //7/ /’/.;2////
Bk e S W
: : s P._Eﬁigﬁze+d;fﬁggional Planner

?cf

M.E. Goddard, RéblondT'Manager '5"7:; -;f . L

(\ R o \ \n\s i %\&-\QM\ & \\ & Y"“"’QQA

BRI SRS SN2 SR SR SUIRS ISt SR - 5 3 -
- Snemgelh o g e L O s B S By 6 JRe™ A T TR B RART e & IEOMPIRY . SOy I

e s et e o oo Wb e e W T ) .,rq*;.. i » -"'s .-.‘. o 1 etk LBl




~ INTERIM POLICY STATEMENT
" CHAMPION LAKES

I.  OUTLINE .

A.

February 25, 1976.
M. JOHNSTON.

‘The primary role of Champion Lakes Park is to prbvide‘diVerse re~

creational opportunities in the form of camping, picnicking, hiking,,'
swimming,'non-motorized boating, fishing and nature study.

The role of Champion Lakes Park in the regional park system is to
provide recreational opportunities for the resident and transient
population of the Salmo-Fruitvale-Trail-Rossland area. Champion

“Lakes Park offers one of the few warm water beaches ir the area,.,

and is therefore the major day use outlet of this,reggza. - Cham-- -

pion Lakes Park represents some of the characteristics of the-

s

interior western Hemlock zone of theY CETTRERSISTRITTAN

,. -
Regzem. lenmeia MoNTANG Frvscgradmg Ludo visiow ¢

II. . CLASSIFICATION AND ZONING

CJ.C‘)WD

Class - Park ,

Category - Recreation : 22453
Land Type Zones - Recreation, Navuine FEaTVRES
Use Zones - (see map) ;

1.) Accommodation

2.) Interpretation

ldentified as areas of interpretive potential o
- preservation. » ‘ gl :

"3.) Day Use

4.) Service

5.) Natural

6.)"Sgecia1 Use

Winter overlay for snowmobiles on Lakes (subjec

II1. MANAGEMENT POLICIES

A

NATURAL RESOURCES
1.} Alienations
(a) Hatersﬁeds -

Commitment - There is one drainage system
Park, composad of the three Champion Lake

wenvad s »
<. f/?c' Coevtr i /‘.7( AT

r interpretive

t to research).

in Chémp{bn Lakes
s, Kearns Lake




K’

¥

2.)

(®)

. and Landis Creek. Kearns Lake is uti1ized.by the Parks

Branch as a supply of domestic water. Downstream use of
Champion Lakes water exists.

Policy - No alienations of water within Champion Lakes
Park will be made and water qua]1ty will be ma1nta1ned
for downstream users.

Land and Minerals -

Commitment - No land or minerals within Chawp1on Lakes

..~ Park are committed.

(c)

(e)

(f)

Policy - No alienations of land will be cons1dered 1n ac-"
cordance with the Park Act. SAREES (o AR

Wildlife and Fish -

Commi tment - Champion Lakes Park is situated w1th1n the trapline
trap=kineserea={detetssaf=the=liz .
ted). area of J. Kazakoff of Frultvale, who has been .
advigsed by F & W Branch that any traps in the Park must
Policy - Champion Lakes Park will be excluded from the be ‘under
trap-Tine area. - . PR WA S e UZ?. Wt

Forests -
Commitment‘- none

Policy - No alienation of forest resources w111 be con—
sidered in accordance with the Park Act :

Agriculture -

Commi tment - none
Policy - not applicable
Historic and Cultural -
Commitment - No investigations have.beeﬁ made td—date.
Policy - Any historic and aéchaeo]og1ca1 sites w111.be'

protected in accordance with the Archaeological and H1s-
toric Sites Protection Act.

Management - .

(a)

latersheds -

Kearns Lake is the domestic water supp]y for the . Park and .
water quality will be/to Health Department standards.
maintalined e N
Water quality will be maintained in the three Champ1on Lakes i
to assure preservation of existing recreational values.  Water
quality in Third Lake in particular will be maintained at a

standard suitable for swimming.




(b)

©

, (.d),

.

*'B. . PEOPLE

11,)g,Recreation

- (a)

(b)

«

Lands -

A review of existing geometric boundaries will be made to
evaluate the merit of incorporating a complete topograph1c
unit within the park. ; ;

A corridor reserve to assure preservation of the v1sua1
resource about the main access to the park will be sought.

Wildlife and Fish -

~ Use of firearms 1s'proh1b1ted within the perk‘1n“éeeor-

dance with the_provisions of Schedu]e A of the Park Act

~ Regulations 1539

Management of Fish and N1Id11fe w111 be co ord1nated w1th
the Fish and Wildlife Branch. = =, »,_2,‘ By el

Nuisance black bears will be Tive. trapped'and removed ffdm

- the park. Special management practices will be employed
_to reduce bear problems and management staff within the

park will be given instruction ln copa1ng w1th bear prob~-
Tems. ; ; o RO R ,

v 43 s

Forests and Vegetat1on - ' ; f'i 1€¥:lv}f;f' ;g!f"

" Forest f1res will be contro]led to ensure ma1ntenance of -

recreational values. Contingency plans will be developed
to specify fire control techniques and evacuat1on proce»-
dures to be employed. A :

Vegetat1on will be managed for recreat1ona1 uses w1th1n %
the intensive use zones. Landscaping techn1ques will be
used where necessary in the intensive use’ zones. In
other areas the vegetation will be preeerved 1n its
: natural state.-‘ : :

Access -

‘ Champ1on Lakes Park is accesswble by a. 2~way paved road

6 miles from Highway 3. The road is not kept open dur1ng

the w1nter, however winter snowmob1]e use u11] be rev1ewed

»

Accommodat1on £

A 90-unit, universal design, veh1c1e access campground is
located on the north shore of Third Champion Lake. A-sani-
station 1s situated at the campground entrance : :

e _Renovation of this campground to upgrade a11 s1tes 1s a]most
: comp]ete it ; ,




71" .
T ADDENDUM: -
'2.) Park Administration o ’.“f_{f?f' ,
‘(a) A camping fee of $2.00 per night is charged in :
. the campground. SRR i A
4 (S) A mﬁié Youth Crew of B based in a permanent '1
" ‘camp at Champion Lakes Park and has traditionally -
been used in maintenance and trall construction
- works. Activities of such crews may be modifiled
: under revlsed Branch Youth Crew policies._' e i
(e¢) Champion Teidos’ Pari: 1 presently aeriously
overcrowded by day users at the peak of. the
summer uge seagon. A gatehouse’ might assist‘
in controlling user numbera and w&ll * bas
'given consideration at an early date.:;;‘q;
«
\ ‘
"\ ,:v-" .l. B M




“(c) Day Use Facilities -

T~ B i e ! A 3 v ,.“-' Ly R
& 3 Facilities catering to swimming, picnicking, hiking, boating
- and other beach oriented activities are provided at Third
Champion Lake. A two hundred car parking lot completes the
day facilities. ; e AT
 (d) Dispersed Back Country Use - Sy
Very little use is made of the undeve]oped areas bf.Champioh_
Lakes Park, due largely to the lack of a good trail.system.
More back country use will be encouraged through improvements
~to the trail system. Ry TR T P L LE RS
“(e) ' Seasonal Use - i v
'The park is used only during the summer mdﬁ%hs;fas?tﬁé'1ong’ €
snow season precludes camper and day use during the spring ,
‘and fall. . Winter use at Champion Lakes Park will be reviewed.
(f) vPreservation - _ s '7fj fi7*2r;»;. =
None identifled at pfesent; soﬁe’maj b9 dofinéd-inj”’ff
' : future. o AR A R i S T
(g). Group Use - :
- ' No group use of park facilities occuré'af'ﬂresent;ﬂpTHe need
«f . for group camping facilities will be investigated. . Potential
; for group picnicking in the existing day area will be inves-.. .
tigated. ' R s e
3 .) Information Provision i3 '
A complete information package to disseminate iﬁfdrmafioh.On :
Champion Lakes Park and the regional park system is required. .
4 .) Education Programs | ‘ _ :n4}“:  2
- Park facilities are used periodically for wateriséféfyfpfogramsn :
(Labatts Water Safety) and for school nature programs. ~These
11 continue as long as the demand exists. [E=EEElY .
3 T 410 S s PTG S Shera gl o i i O
enEnreaE e Eennshenetdon i
5.) 'Interpretation‘Programs
A Park Naturalist program has been 6perating atifhe'park on-an
intermittant basis. An annual summer naturalist program will
be offered in the future, along with improved interpretation
facilities. ; o o
‘ C. DEVELOPMENT LEVELS , | '
«ﬁ? . 1.) Current Development - (see talbes 1-3)




&

2.)

34)

Use - (see user data attached and Park Pata Handbook)

(a) The largest single grouping of campers originate in the
Kootenays. :

(b) Kootenay residents account for 80% of the déy users and
about 50% of the campers (1973 Objectives Study).

(c) 70-80% of Champion Lakes campers stay only one night
(1972 Objectives Study). P eas

(d) Camper use peaks during July and August and 100% occupancy
frequently occurs on weekends during this period, however
monthly average use does not usually exceed 70%. (1972,
1973, 1974 facility use figures.) T e i A

(e) Tenting is the most popular camping groub,%with camper -
vehicles second (1972,1973,1974 facility wuse figures).

(f) Day use peaks on weekends, when parking capacity is often
exceeded. Overflow parking occurs on road shoulders and
in the boat launch parking area. The resulting - traf-
fic control problems must be resolved and will be consi-
dered in an evaluation of the social and physical carrying
capacity of the Lake. sl .

Quality Factor ; < b  i.

There is a need to provide increased diversity in recreational
opportunities at Champion Lakes Park. New facilities and pro-
grams will, therefore, reflect this need. Upgrading of facili-
ties is required in the existing day area and campground to en-
sure that these areas will withstand high levels of use. '

No expansion of existing camping facilities is reqdired, however
there is a need to provide a wider range of camping opportuni-
ties without significantly increasing the amount of use. - :

Development of new day facilities is required at Third Lake if
the existing demand is to be accommodated. However increases -
in density at the existing beach cannot be tolerated and any
new development will be subject to an evaluation of the socia
and physical carrying capacity of the Lake. -~ . = . Tt

Any development of the other lakes as well as the undeveloped

areas of the park must not upset the natural characteristics

of the park.

Type III trails will adequately meet the deve]opmént heeds in
the undeveloped areas of the park while Type II trails are re-
quired in the high use zones.

Future Development

Development of the following facilities and programs will add
to the diversity of recreational opportunities and result in
the optimum development of Champion Lakes Park in terms of
facilities and services provided. -




(a) An information program to disseminate information on
Champion Lakes Park and the regional park system.

(b) New day facilities on Third Lake to relieve congeétion
at the existing site (subject to evaluation of social
and physical carrying capacity of the Lakgs).

(c) Upgrading of the existing campground to include reve-
getation, dust control, pavement, improved security
measures and completion of the approved plan for re-
construction.

(d) Improved trail system.

(e) Enhancement of canoeing opportunities on First and Sétondl.
~ Champion Lakes. ki

(f) Improve nature interpretation programs and faci]ities.ﬁ'i‘

(g) Group and/or walk-in camping facilities (subject to an
evaluation of needs). ‘ -

(h) Renovation of existing day area,,iné]uding'resanaing theiz
beach and renovating the changehouse. R N

(1) Enhancement of the fishery resource in all threeAChampionf.
Lakes (to be co-ordinated with the Fish and Wildlife Branch).

(j) Improvements to park service facilities (i.e. storage area, Py
- park residence, staff quarters etc.). : '

(k) Group picnicking facilities.

IV. FUTURE DIRECTIONS (table)

1.)

2.)

3.)

CONSTRAINTS

Expansion of day facilities, development of group -and walk-in
camping facilities, improvement of canoeing and trail systems
‘and implementation of winter use is subject to an investigation
of the shoreland capability in Champion Lakes Park. This in-
vestigation must consider possible contamination problems in
Third Lake, if use is increased. :

The potential Tink between Champion Lakes Park and the new
Castlegar-Salmo Highway must be considered in a regional re-
view of the supply and demand for recreation in the Castlegar-

"Trail-Salmo area. ’

Development of staff quarters will be subject to an investi-
gation of needs and alternate solutions. ; ,

Continual supplementation and revision of user information is
required to assure that an adequate base of information, on
which decisions can be made, is maintained.
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-lenovate existing
cay ares {incluces
resanding beach and
urgrading cnanga-
house).

-cemplete and up-
srade existing na-
ture trails.

-upgrade yeuth crew
camp sewage dispo-
sal system.

-uparade wood stor-
age area.

- implement an-in-
terim prog=am for
aust control in
the campground.

-completion of camp-
ground, reconstruc-
tion as plarned.

informaticn program.

-develop new day fa-
cilities on Third
Lake.

-furnish the Park
with gatehouse and
barriers.

-construct park resi-
derce and staff
quarters.

-install lighting in
service yard.
-install underground

-implementation of an!

-3 fee collectors
-1 securit,

-1 summer naturalist

-assess geometric
park bcuncaties.
-establish corridor
reserve over main
access and new
Castlegar-Salmo
Highway.

-evaluata informa-
tion needs.

-investigate shore-
land capability in
Champion Lakes
Park.

-investicate alter-
natives for imple-
mentation of gate-
house and barriers.

-evaluate potertial
for winter use.

-interpretation as-
sessment reguirad.

-Plan now day areas.
- 2,0 PEIA AN e
i, oAl

8 S e e il L -
-plan trail develop-
ment
- WEES el

ClraAdTLEN AT E

PR Y o D BN 5
\=Lccate park resi-
| dence.

® NTILLY LA LT ‘

-interpretive plan
required.

Crew C2

iss08a) system.

-C2sign Perk resi-
donce ord StEfY
cuerters.

J

SR T |

-landscape public
buildings in the
campground.

gas_storage,

-expand trail system
to include Portage/
trail to 1st Lak.,
Kearns Lake Trail,
and Park perimeter
trail,

-expand water storage
facilities.

-initiate fishery
enhancement program.

-initiate winter use

-evaluate need for
additional water
storage.

-evaluate potential
for winter use.

-Plan trail develop-
mant.

i
|
1
]

OO wnm

ot 0P
€t = ) .

l

. \U))) e

(S%]

-pave campground
roads, boat launch
and sani-station.

1l o )
-construct Amphi-
theatre. .

-develop grohp and/
or walk in camping
facilities.

-construct storage-
building for ser-
vice yard.

-1 sumwer naturalist
-1 mainterance

-evajuate potential
and cemand for
group and walk-in
camping.

!
|
|
L

n campground.

!
Plan group and wa1k4
bl

-Dasign sarvice
yarg sterage
buildinc.
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