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of the Trail area, To this date the history or Trail's Ttalian
Community has gone virtually unrecorded, Thig paper is intended to
Tecognize Traijrg early Italian Eusinessmen, wWho have made the
Italian commnity such g Proud part orf Trailr's history,

Since printeqd matter concerning the Italian beople in Trail
is very limited, most of the information found in this vaper has
been obtained through rersonal interviews. It is €asy to conceive

that this methog of research is not the best means off obtaining

an individual's evaluation of g given subject, Also, there have
been discrepancies over the actual facts concerning certain events
Such as the split in the Colombo Lodge. In both cases, I have
used my relatively unbiased position, as researcher, in reviewing
these bias ang discrepancies and decided which view most Closely
represents the truth,

Not all, but g great majority, or The persons discussed in
this paper are deceased. For this reason T have had to base my
research upon the qualified opinions of their children and relatives,

My deepest gratitude 8088 To the people who were king enough
to grant me interviews, To M, Mike Landucei, Mr, Oliver D!Andrea,
and Mr, Isadore Melaughlin, who provided essential background in.-
formation for this paper, g Special thanks,
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In order to understand the forces that motivated Trailrs
Italian Businessmen, one must realize that each Ttalian immigrant
had characteristics that were common to all. Because their forma-
tive years were Spent in Italy, the values and morals of the Italian
Social system became the guidelines for their lives in Canada.
Immigration nrovided a great dilemm for these beople because all
had very cloge family ties., The Italian family was invariably
large, the children were raised under the firm, but affectionate
guidance of both rarents. This upbringing cultivated g strong
family pride which made it difficult for children to uproot and
move to a strange country. In almost EVery case however, where
one or more of the children Inmigrated there was always a solemn
promise to reunite the family, either in their adopted country,

Oor back in Italy.

It must be noted that many of the immigrants who did come
to Canada worked as hard as possible, lived cheaply, Saving every
Peny, and returned to Italy with their accumulated wealth, This
paper is not concerned with those individuals who exploited Canada's
Tesources and returned home, but rather it is interested in the
Camille Laurientes, the Charlie Catalanos, and the Dominique Orlandos:
men who worked long hard hours for the Canadian Pacific Railway, for
wages as low as a dollar forty a day, and who stayed in Canada.

Even at wages as ridiculously low as this, these gentlemen and many
like them, managed to save €nough money to gllow them to aid their

families with the financial Tesponsibilities of the Journey to Canada.




These family bonds do not stop at mother, father, brothers
and sisters, They include all relatives, whether they be ‘aunts,
uncles, or cousins, This strong sense of family duty explains
two very important features of Trail's Ttalian Community, First,
it explains the abundance of certain names such as Merlo, De Rosa,
or IeRose, each of these names represents one family, Second,
there exists in the Italian commnity such a feeling of closeness
that one woulg believe that it was "one happy family", and this
is exactly the case as the families have become completely inter—
woven through marrigge,

Besides the extremely close family ties there 1s another
Peculiarity that binds the Italian People together, This is the
keen sense of fellowship amongst people from the same brovince,
The Ttalians refer to their place of origin, not by town, but
rather by province., A person from the province of Tuscany is
Tuscano, ang one from Lumbardy isg Lumbardi, These regional ties
function in much the same way as those of the family, only less
intense, Individuals feel compeliled to help their "paesano! from
their province who are in need, When, for exXample, the town of
Ferugia was struck by a flood, Trail's Freulanos were instrumental

in raising funds to assist these people,
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When a family without relatives in Canadg immigrated they
almost always moved to an areg where there were Italians from their
egion, since they could depend on these People to help them seti:le
and to fing work, This explains the large concentration of certain

dialects in Trail such as Freulancs. or Trevisanos.

The Italiari People are Simple people with simple amusements.,
There is nothing they enjoy more than to Spend a relaxing day in
The country on a picnic., The men take great pride in the making
and the drirﬂcing, of %heir wine, and other Spirits, They have
many games whose origin are Italian, such as "tibbets", "boceas'
and "morra, A1l of these games are simple and easily understood,
but they are taken very Seriously, so Seriously in fact that the
Ttalian government banned "morra" due to the nunber of stabbings
which ocecurred over disputes in the game., It is interesting to
‘note that these Ifalian games have Spread throughout the Kootenays,

To properly understand the Italian Businessmen's motivations,
one must remember their commen background ., They judge their

achievements not as Canadians, but as Italians,
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The Colombo Lodge Plays such a dominant part in the lives of all
Trailts Italians, it ig virtually impossible to discuss the Italian
without describing the history ang functions of the Lodge,

On April 5, 1905 the Societs Cristoforo Colombo was granted
soclety status under The Society Act of British Columbia., It is g non-
Profit organization designed to Provide nutual aid to the Italian people
Of the Trail ares. The exact number of Chartersmembers is not known
but it is believed there were eitpner twenty-three or twenty-four., Some
of the known founders included, J, Culffitelli (the first president),»
Dominic Priore (the first vice-president), ¢. Georgetti, and Camille |
Laurdente, From the original twenty-three or twenty-four)membership
in the lodge has risen as high as six hundred and twenty and presently
stands at five hundred ang fifty nine. mThis slight decrease may be
explained by two factors, First, there mas been a high nunber of
deaths amongst the older menbers of the Lodge, and Second, the
frequency of Transfer of Comtineo employees to other cities has forced
eny Lodge members to move from Traii,

The growth of membership in the Societa Cristoforo Colonbo is not
the only ares in which the Lodge has expanded. The Colombo Lodge is the
only Italian Lodge in Britisn Colunbia that owns its own hall, In fact
the present hall is the second hall. In 1963 the hall underwgznt ¢omp1ete
Tenovation and now provides Some of the best facilities Lor dénges and
banquets in Traii. Use of the hall is not restricted to Lodge f‘uncﬁions,
although they have priority, but rather it may be rénted for private or
public functions, The Lodge also owns its owm picﬁic g::'ounds," f‘ifteen

miles east of Trail, where it holds its annual Dominion Day picnic.
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The original purpose of starting the Ledge was to establish a means o
of mutual aid in the Italian Community, Although the majority of the
inmigrants had no trouble attaining and maintaining jobs in the Trail
area, and the future looked VEry promising, they did not feel safe in
their adopted land, They wanted Security, that is to know that a
means of attaining help existed Should they ever be placed in need of
it. In its early years the Lodge provided eny important services for
its members who were not yet totally established in Canada. Any
member of the Lodge who was uable to work because of 111 health
automatically recéived siclc benefits each month. The Lodge acted as a
liaison between the Italian peiple and Canadian Society. It would help
its members find Jobs if they were unemployed, ast as an inferpreter
if a language problem existed, help to advise its members in matters per-
faining to their legal rights in Canada, or help to arrange the neces-
Sary papers to bring new Immigrants from Italy. BResides these direct
programres of assistance the Colombo Lodge has helped many needy in-
dividuals or families indirectly by Sponsoring social functions, such
as banquets or dances and donating the proceeds to them,

The constitution of the Lodge has undergone many changes over the
years but most important was the by-law that removed the language res-
triction. Originally to alify as an applicant to membership in the
lodge one had to be a male of Ttalian birth or origin, eighteen years
of age, and able to Speak the Italian language. The language require-
ment presented a problem as time progressed because of the structure or
the Italian community and Canadian Society. The interaction of the

Ifalian people is not restricted To the Italian community, the men
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must work with people of other ethnic origins, the women must shop in
stores other than Ttalian, and the children must attend publid schoo1s°
Since a knpwledge of Italian is not a brerequisite for survival in
Canadian society, the number of children of Italian Parents that did
not learn Italian grew. The membership of the Lodge realized that
these children were being deprived of g right that was designed for them
and also that eventually the language restriction would destroy the
Lodge. In 1922 the language qualification was removed. To be eligivie
for membership one only had to be g male, eighteen years of age and older,
of Italian birth or origin. Fulfilling these qualifications does not
constitute automatic acceptance into the Lodge, but rather one must face
a vote of the general membership, Four negative votes constitutes re-
Jection,however, the records of the Lodge never record any instance
where a qualifying individual was rejected, Every election or vote is
conducted by secret ballot. The methed of voting is Very interesting.
Each member is given a white ball, which represents an affirmative vote
and a black ball which represents a negative vote. The member places
the appropriate ball in the box depending on whether “he is in favor
of or against the motion rut forward., In the case of a vote on an
applicant for membership four black balls constitutes rejection, in
an election of officers the person with the highest number of white
balls is elected to the position in question, but in all other business
there nust be a two-thirds majority; that is twice ag many white balls
as black before the motion is accepted,

The structure of the Colombo Lodge has two bodies, an executive
and a general assembly. The executive consists of: a President, two

Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Vice-Secretary, a Treasurer, four two-
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discusses motions, sets the agenda for meetings, controls the meetings,
and advises the membership of the executives' view on an issue, but
they do not Pass laws or make decisions, The power of decision in the
Colombo Lodge lies with the general membership,

As mentioned the original purpose of the Colombo Lodge was to

establish a means of Providing mutugl aid., This is Still true today;

in touch with €ach other, These affairs maintain Italian cultyral
traditions because they are baseg upon them., For example the food is
always Italian, as are the games and activities which take place, By

€Xposing the members to these traditions, interest is maintained,
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"MYSTERY" and Veple Ieaf BRand

William "Mystery' Di Pasquale was known as Trail's music man.
Although he was not a businessman in the strictest sense of the word,
the contributions to misic of this man cannot be ignored, Vystery
was born in San Pio Fonticchio, Aquita, Italy in 1903, He came to
Canada in 1909 with his family and in 1915, at the age of 12 he be-
gan working for Cominco, He retired as foreman of the asphalt crew
in 1967, after compiling the longest service record in the history
of the company of fifty-two years, Mystery was a great sports fan,
he played on many local hockey and baseball teams in his younger
days. He was also g member of St, Anthony's Church, the Colombo
Lodge, the Eagles ILodge, and the Carpenters Social Club. His
greatest contribution however, was his work with the Traiil Maple
Leaf Band,

The Trail Italian Band, the forerunner of the Maple Ieaf Rand
was organized in 1913, The name was changed in 1919 to the Trail
Maple Ieaf Band. On June 27, 1969 it celebrated 4ts riftieth an-
niversary to become the longest continuing band in Canada, Mystery
who joined the band in 1917 was the last active member of the orig-
inal band, Throughout its existence it has nhag many financial
problems, but it has alvays managed to overcome them, However, there
has never been 3 problem of Supplying the personne] necessary, The
members of the band play for one 'eason, they love nusic, Besides
entertaining the citizens of Trail at every important civic function
over the last fifty years, the band has appeared in many other centres
in both Canada and the United States., Some of their more memorial

engagements include performances at Calgary, Kelowna, Vancouver, and
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Spokane. Since the bands inception it has had five bandmasters.
They were Mr, Colistro, Mr. Tito Allega, Mr. Carl Friberg, Mr. Adelmo
Ghetti, and since 1936, Mr. William De Pasquale Mony of the former
band members haye gone on to successful professional careers in
misic. George Watson, Albert Del Bucchia, and Julio Poscente have
had very successfyl careers with dance bands in Canada. Others have
entered the music field in a broader Scope and are teaching in various
Canadian centers. Some of these are Peter Huse at Mc Gill University,
Dennis Truant and Richie Di Pasquale in the Rossland-Trail School
District, The Meple Ieaf Band is not without influence in the mili-
tary bands across Canada. They have former members Rick Guidone and
Bobby Antosick with the R.C M.P. Band in Regina and Lorne De Giralamo
with the Esquimalt Navy Band. The bang has played with many guest
celebrities during its existence, such as Jerry Colona, a radio and
television star, and Rafael VMendez, one of the world's greatest
trumpeters, When Mystery took over as conductor in 19%6 he also
established a Junior Band, designed as an apprenticeship for the
young musicians who were not Quite ready for the Sanior Band. The
Junior Band stiil thrives today and holds the potential for the
Maple Ieaf Bands of the future, It is g Tecognized fact that the
VMeple Ieaf Band has had a proud history in Trail and that there have
been many fine misicians pass through their ranks but this question -
is inevitably asked, How did these musicians receive their training
and love for music? The answer is simple - Mystery Di Pasquale,
For over thirty years Mystery hurried home affer his shift at Cominco
to give music lessons to as many as three or four students g night,

Although he charged for the lessons, the fee was so minimal it could




of the Band, The men continue to Play as long as they are physically
able, and the young boys are eager to join as soon as they are
misically capable. It is doubtful irf One can see anywhere else in
Canada g young boy marching side by side with his grandfather as

members of the same bhand,
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Emilio "Curly" Pisapio

"Curly" Pisapio was born in San Stefano Del Sole, Italy on
November 20, 1895. He came to Canada in April of 1912, He
arrived in Nelson where he worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway.
Over the next twelve years he word for the C.P.R. and Cominco.

In 1924 he and his futyre mother-in-law (Mes, Rinaldi)
bought the o01d Sick and Heiber Brewery from Bruno Te Rose and
Paul Muzzin, They converted the brewery into g boarding house
and eventually into the present Kootenay Hotel, The Hotel it-
Self must not he ignored since over the years it has come to
Typify the Spirit of the Ttalian commnity, This Spirit that
exists in the Hotel was not an accident, it was cultivated by the
hard work and guidance of Me, Pisapio., If one walks into the
beer parlor on the ground floor he would see the older men or
the Italian commnity sitting around two or three tables, Just
as their fathers ang grandfathers had done in Italy in the wine
parlors. The Kootenay has become the gathering place where Tthe
en can sit and have one or two beers while they discuss anyone
of a thousand Topics Tanging from politics to the upcoming
Colombo banquet, The fellowship and cordial atmosphere of the
Kootenay means 2 great deal to the men of the Italian community,
Visitors from out of town and even Traii residents who visit the
dining room for the first time are ecstatic over the simple but
excellent meal of Spaghetti and chicken, They realize immediately

that the people working in the dining room have no intention of

a
1
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trying to nlease their customers with frilly Se€rvices but rather
choose to let The Superiority of food Speak for them, This is

a mode of behavior that exists in all menbers of the Italian
community, they will not bend and bow £o anyone, Some may

think that this is not good business, €specially in the case

of a dining room like the Kootenay, yet it 1s booked solid
throughout the year,

Curly continued the menagement of the hote] until his
death on March 28, 1969, He was extremely active in civie
affairs, he was one of the organizers of the loeal branch of
the Red Cross during the Second World War, as well as a member
of the Trail Curling Club, the Gyro's, and the Colombo Lodge,

He was also one of the origingl menbers of the Trail Vaple Iearf
Band, for many years acting as manager. Curly's greatest contri-
bution to the Comunity was the solid Support he gave to Trail
athletic Tepresentatives, T1r a team, be it baseball, hockey,
basketball or vhatever, was in financial trouble, they would

g0 to Curly Pisapio for help. He alwavs menaged to give them
money for newy unif'orms, or to send Them where they wanted to go,
Curly's motives for helping these teams were completely un-
selfish, he was a great sports fan who simply wanted Sports

to thrive in Trail and to see his city adequately represented in
competition with other areas, Mrs, Pisapio described her hus-

band as "a man who loved teing around people”, He received his




greatest pleasure from helping others, but he did not want to be
in the limelight, in fact he dig many things to help others
that no one kney about, not eyen his wife, Simply because he
believed that being able to help was all the gratification that
was needed,

Mrs. Pisapio, 1like her husband, was Very interested in music,
She played 3 large role in Seeing that the Italian musical heri -
tage was preserved. Besides Singing solo at many banquets,
weddings and for the Maple Iear Band, she was the leader of the
St, Anthony's Church choir,

Bruno Ie Rose

Bruno Le Rose was the most influential Ttalian that Trail
has ever seen. Bruno's father had been a shepherq and a fore-
Men in an olive grove, He died in 1910 leaving his wife with
the respong ibility of Taising their four daughters and two sons,
Bruno's brother hag been to America and spoke of the abundance
of work there, Bruno decided that it was his responsibility to
g0 to America so he could support his mother and family., He
was born in Bacchigliero Consensa in 1885, In 1912 he set out
for New York with four friends from his village,

Their ship was involved in 3 tragic mid-ses collision in

which many Passengers from both ships were drowned, but Bruno




and his friends managed to get safely aboard a lifeboat and

were eventually rescued by an American Ship. The five of them
headed directly for the coal mines of Vest Virginia where they
knew jobs were available for those willing to work hard. Pooling
their money, and managing their affairs as g single unit, they
adjusted to their new country quickly., The work in the mines
was strenuous and wages did not Justify the labour; but in

spite of everything things went well for the immigrants until
Bruno had his shoulder crushed in a mining accident. Because the
injury to Bruno's shoulder was 8o serious it made further work
in the mines virtually impossible. The five friends left for
Spokane where they obtained Jobs with the llashington Water

Power Company. They were not happy in Spokane so they left in
1914 for Canada. They worked for the Canadian Pacific Railuay
on the extra gang in the Rossland-Trail—Castlegar-Ne1son area,
After four years of travelling and working together the five
friends decided to 80 their separate ways,

In 1916 Bruno and one of the other men quit the C.P.T. and
Bruno started his own butcher shop. On March 17, 1917, Bruno
took Paul Mizzin as his partner. Together they ran a very
Successful business, Paul Mizzin was not the only that Bruno
took., In 1918 he married Lilly Magli, a Nelso girl who was
living in Trail., Tn 1921, Bruno and Paul bought the old Sic

and Huber Brevery (presently the Kootenay Hotel) and the 1ot
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adjacent to it, They s01d the brewery to Mrs. Rinaldi and built
the Trail Meat Marieet on the lot. Over the years the business
pProspered until it was the largest butcher shop in the interior,
There was a staff of fourteen which included a man in Macleod,
Alberta whose sole duty was to purchase beef, One would expect
that a butcher shop ovmed by two Italians in the center of an
Italian community would depend upon the Ttalian pecple to Support
it, but this was not the case. As well as the Italian reople
their clientele included the majority of the English, Scotch, and
Irish families. It was through hard work and the extra services
they offered, such as credit systems and free delivery, that their
business grew to its Substantial size., After Bruno died on
November 25, 1937, Paul continued to run the store. On March 17,
1947, exactly thirty years after Paul had become Bruno's partner,
two of Bruno's Sons, Geno and Ernest, bought him out. They erected
Ie Rose Mercantile wnich is still owned by Ernest.

Bruno Ie Rose was a3 kind, gentle-hearted man who worried
more about hig friends, nelghbors, and fellow citizens than about
himself. During the iy epidemic of 1918-1919, he and his wife
delivered soup to the ill. They did not WOrTy about themselves,
They were only concerned with giving help to others who needed it,
Over the years Bruno became the spokesman for the Italians of
Trail. 1In other Ttalian communities the men were becoming involved

in the activites of g soclalist pressure group called the "Mono-Nerag'
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or Black Hand that was Very similar to the present day Mafia.
However, this group never became established in Trail, largely
throvgh the efforts orf Bruno. He was a strong believer in the
Italian community. He would do anything to be sure that it remained
strongly united. e would arrange to have families brought to
Canada so they could he reunited. He would help the immigrants
find jobs, or lend Tthem money; in short he 8ot his greatest pleas-
ure from helping people. In 1925 he Spearheaded a debentyre drive
that raised the funds to build the Colombo Lodge. Bruno's kind
heart ang devotion was not restricted to the Italian People, he
was a member of the Rotary Club, the Chamber of Commerce, and
Moose and Elks Lodges. He believed very strongly that Trail would
be a big City and that it was his duty to do vhatever he could to
help it grow..

In 1927 he began his career in civic politics when he was
elected as an alderman. From 1931 to 1933 he serveqd three terms
as Mayor of Trail (until 1925 the term of the Mayor was only one
year), Even though his term ran through the Depression, Bruno
instigated many worthvhile Programs. His most notable project was
the raising of funds and construction of the river wall, a1l his
policies were instituted with an eye to the future, he was sure that
Trail would someday be g thriving city. He argued With the Knights
of’ Pythias not to locate their cemetery on Merry's flats, he realized
that expansion to the flats was the only way to provide for Trail's

growth, but his attenpts were unsucecessful . Today the cemetery
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is Iocated in the center of the Glenmerry suburb. While in office
he was never influenced by any group, in fact he had very individual
ideas. He did not believe in the party system of government, he
thought the people should support the man who could do the most
for them. If the City of Trail needed financial aid, Bruno would
g0 to any govermment or man, regardless of party as long as he
Trecelved the aid he desired, The growth and powers of the unions
upset Bruno deeply. He was not anti-union, but he believed that to
have the country split into the two camps of union and management
was not the best way to negotiate, He hoped that someday they would
find a solution to Solving their problems without killing the economy
with strikes,
Bruno did not run for mayor in 1974 or 1973, but in 1976 at

the hﬁght of the Ethiopian War he ran again, There were those in
Trail who believed a rising anti-Italian sentiment existed in Trail

due to the war, Bruno ran to prove to himself that the people of
Trail would not let the foreign policy of Italy influence their
votes, He won, with the largest majority ever recorded in Trail
- until 1967, On November 25, 1937, Mayor Bruno Ie Rose died sud-
denly at the age of 52. S. @. Blaylock, a close friend, described
The sentiments felt by every citizen of Trail on the loss of their
mayor when he said ".,.. it is seldom that any city suffers so
mich loss through the passing of one man."” On the day of his
Tuneral 211 schools and stores were closed. .riends, relatives

and dignitaries from all over Canada and the United States Joined
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the people of Trail in Paying a final tribute To a man who Through
hard work ang consideration of his fellow man rose from the laborer's

ranks to the high office of chief magistrate of the city,

e T,

Camille Iauriente

Before coming to Canada Camille spent a number of years in South
America where he vorked at various jobs that ranged from,brick-cutting
to ranching. His most profitable experience in South America, hovever,
vias when he learned the tailoring trade. Camille was one of the first
Italians to come to Trail. In 1901 he Joined his brothers Tom and
Mike on the extra-gang for the Canadian Pacific Railroad, earning
only a dollar forty a day.

Camille had the distinction of being the first Ttalian immigrant
to open a store in the Trail area, when he opened ILauriente's Grocery
in 1902, The first store was located right beside The smelter in
order to accommodate the people working there. The business proved
highly successful and in 1908 he decided to expand. He purchased
the property where the Present ILauriente's Clothing is located and
bullt the Iauriente's Clothing and Grocery Store, The grocery store
was more of a general store since it dealt in a variety of objects
which included food Stuffs, dry goods and hardware During its
formative years Camille's store was involved in fierce competition
with Dominic Priore's store, Eventually Priore sold out. The reason
for Camille's success was that he was able to stock products that
appealed to the Italian people., Tre business between the two stores

was very good, so good in fact that by 1913 Camille was able to
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retire and live on his savings, However, he only sold the business
and not the buildins in case he ever changed his. mind. When his #wo
Sons, Fred and Hank, returned from Seattle in 1920, where they were
Playing professional hockey and working in the shipyards, Camille
decided that he should re-cpen the store and eventually turn it over
to the boys. He finally gave them full control in 1922 when he and his
wife were forced to move to California because of his wife's failing
health, However, they did not 1ike it there and moved to Spokane
vhere they built a home and lived until his wife's death in 1955,
Camille moved back to Trail and 1ived happily with his son Fred
until his death at the age of 93 in 1963,

Camille Tauriente was probably the most influential of all the
Italian:businessmen. He became the unofficial spokesman for the
Italian comunity. The people depended on him for advice and fin-
ancial help, He was g founding member of The Colombo Lodge and
believed deeply in its purpose. He was also an alderman and served
two terms in the difficult position of chairman of the finance
committee,

The most interesting thing about Camille Lauriente is that he
lived such a full life. He was a hard working, broad-minded man,
but he dig many interesting things on the Spur of the moment, For

xample, he once left Trail and went to Spain in search of a prisoner
who had written him a letter promising him a fortune irf he could
recover the evidence that would free him from Jjail., On arriving

in Spain Camille found that the whole thing was a fraud designed at
blackmailing him, Thig and all the other events of Camille's 1life
are humorously recorded in his autobiography entitled 'The Chronicles

of Camiller,
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Charlie Catalano

Charlie Catalano was born in Bacchigluro in 1900. He.hed the
rather unique experience of coming to North America twice., The first
time was with his father at the tender age of eight. Charlie ang his
Tather Bruno, landed at New York in 1908, He and his father, like so
many of the immigrants, headed directly to the coal mines of West
Virginia, Despite his age he still remembers the long hard hours as
a water boy for fifty cents a day. In 1911, Bruno and Charlie returned
to Italy. However, Bruno decided onece more to make the long journey
to North America, but this time they decided to come To Canada. So
in 1913, Bruno, Charles, and Charlie's young brother, John, landed
in Canada. They came to Nelson and the interior of British Columbia
because ther friends vrote telling them of the plentiful jobs in
Nelson and Trail. From 191% to 1917 Charlie and his father worked on
the extra gangl for the Canadian Pacific Railroad on the sections of
line between Trail, Rossland, Castlegar, Nelson, and the Slocan, In
1915 they were lured away from the C,P.R. by the promise of higher
wages at the Smelter in Trail. Charlie described the Gulch as
"just a hole at the base of the Smelter so Trail's three or four
hundred Italians could be close to their jobs." pHe worked in the zinc
refinery until the strike of 1917, 1In 1916 Charlie's young brother ,
who was only fourteen, began working as a sample boy at the Smelter
despite an age restriction of Sixteen. Because Bruno and Charlie were
Union members the company was reluctant to call them back to work after
the strike had been resolved. John, however, was called back immediately
Since he did not belong to the Union, Tt was soon after this that

disaster struck the Catalanos., As a Sample boy, John's Job was to




collect samples from the "pachukas" (huge tanks that contain a solution
of acid and the roasted zine) and deliver thep To the assay office.
Immediately af'ter the strike, at the age of fifteen, John slipped into
one of the pachukas and died Instantly. Charlie feels that his
brother's life was wasted, because "in those days the company cared
nothing for human life; There were Nno precautions taken to prevent
accidents on the tanks, no guard-rail, no plank, no nothing," Because
the company attitude towards the workers was S0 ¢old, and the work Schedule
80 rigid (the men workdd three hundred and sixty-five shifts a year)
Bruno and Chariie decided to leave the Smelter and Trail. From 1918
to 1919, Charlie was a wiper for C.E.R, & wiper is the first step

in the apprenticeship of g train engineer, However, Charlie left

this position in 1919 vhen he was offered an opportunity for g better
raying job, through an o1d friend. His friend had a concentrator at
Roseberry on the Slocan Iake, He worked there until the operation
closed in 1920, Later that year he purchased a small two acre famm
in Nelson., With the aid of nhis father, and while he was temporarily
unermployed, Charlied cleared the land and used the rocks to build a
Stone house "Ttalian style", The early Italian Immigrants were very
reluctant to rent g house or an apartment, Charliets stone house
typifies their compulsion to own their own home no matter what its
condition, RBruno and Charlie worked on the railroad construction gang
at Princeton on the Copper Mountain line, for a short period in 1920,
but by the end of the year Charlied was back with the C.M, & S. in the
lead refinery where he vorked until 1926, Tn 1922 he married an

Italian girl who had recently immigrated to Canada with her family,
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In 1926 he left the Smelter for the last time with seven and one
half year's experience. He invested his life savings in the Nelson
Grocery Store, which is St11l in existence today, After two years of
Successful operations he sold his interest and invested in the Kootenay
Garage which was owned by two of his friends. However, the business
was in financial difficulty and Charlie's Investments was an attempt
To save his friends from bankruptey. Over the next year the situation
did not improve despite all Charlie's good intentions., The partners
continued to mismanage the business and finally near the end of 1928
the business went bankrupt. Even though he had lost his entire sav-
ings he had learned a valuable lesson. He promised "never to enter
another business with the sole purpose of helping a friend; to
loan money or to give advice is fine, but to become involved is asking
for trouble." In 1920 he got his start in insurance. Fred Weber, an
old friend from the Roseberry concentrator, was the insurance repres-
entative for Confederation Life in Nelson. Fred's business was a profit-
able one, but there was one major drawback, He could not communicate
with the rather large Ttalian population in Nelson., He very wisely
realized that his business would blossom if he could reach these
Italian people, He offered Charlie a share in the business since
the best method of communicating with the Italian people was through
another Ttalian. Charlie quickly accepted the Proposal, because it was
& sound business which offered gz good chance of advancement, and un-
like the @Garage, all rarties concerned; Fred, Confederation Life, the
Ttalian people, and Charlie, stood to benefit from the arrangement,
His attempts at selling insurance to the Ifalian people were very
successful and as expected the business flourished., The head office

of Confederation ILife became aware of Charlie's efforts through the




~

Praise of Fred Webher and the increase in sales, Suince Trail had g
substantially larger Ttalian bopulation than Nels.n and because the
Nelson office was nov well established, the company decided it would
be to their advantage to have Charlie begin an agency in Trail. In
1929 he opened The Trail Insurance Agency. Business was going well
but then the Stock Ieriet crashed and the depression began, During
the depresgion business was Shaky but Charlie managed to survive.
Arthur Milligan who was the Mayor of Trail in 1922 was not as for-
tunate. He had an insurance agency which also deals in real estate
and stocks, Me, Milligan's business losses were so Severe he was
forced to sell his agency to Charlie in 1972, Charliets business
now included real estate and stocks. The business continued to
grow and prosper over the years wnd when Gharlie retired in 1965

he s0ld it to his son Charlie Catalano Jr. and his Son-in-law,

Mr., Vie Arcuri, Mr, Catalano was Very involved in the affairs of
both the Italian commniCy and the City of Trail, me was made g
life member of the Colombo Lodge after many faithful years of
Service. Besides the Lodge he was a charter member of the Trail
Meple Ieaf RBand and leader of the St. Anthony's Church choir, ag well
as a member of the Trail mle Chorus. From 1975 unti 1941 he
served as a member of the Trail School Beard. In 1940 and 1941

he also served as an alderman on the Trail City Council. Mr,
Catalano i; pPresently completing his autobiography and enjoying his

retirement,




Conclusion:

It is the combined efforts of all these men in their businesses
and in institutions like the Colombo Lodge, the Trail Maple Ieaf Band
or the Kootenay Hotel that have helped to make the Italian community
a respected part of Trail.

Since all the Italian immigrants had little or no education,

The only possible means they had of supporting themselves was to
work as tradesmen or laborers, or start their own businesses. Ital-
ian professionals were non-existent. These men quickly realized

the benefits of an education in Canadian society. They encouraged
their children to further their education as far as they possibly
could. This encouragement is now producing results, Trail's
Ifalian commnity now has a much broader representation in the
professional life of not only Trail but the whole of Camadian
sociefy. On these men, the druggists, lawyers, doctors, accountants,
Teachers, etc., we base our future; but to the laborers, butchers,

bakers, hotelmen, we owe our heritage,




