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4RD FORTHER IMMIGRATION 1898-1002

Originally, sy problem coacerning hisbory in the Kootemsys was to exsmine the
attitudes that local meuspepers teok towerd local minorities from 1898 o 1502, My

ressareh meterial gsemed %o cover thie Sime span and this is why I chose this pap-
tonlar pmied., My reasearch material cﬁ:ﬁs:wtod of gix local newspepera:s The Sl
Zerlon Sidvertonian, the Slgcan Drill. 4he Nelsen Economiet, the Sandcq Po ok
the Grend Toxks Hews, and the Ney Denver ledee. Most of umy rosearch material was
obtained from the editerial sections of hese newspapers. Some of it wes alse

found in acs, jokes, end newe headlines 2nd stories. Some of it also came frem
stozies ar articles quoted from other newspapers inside and outside of the Wesd
Keotenaye

I soon bogar %o notice that the minerity group with 4te name commonly in priné
weg the Chinese minority. The Japansse were alse to be cammonly found in editorisl
sections, The atbtitude of the press toward these people was ome of Sislike, Mach
abuzive wiriting wvas directed at ihess people in many of the papers ¢that T read,
Censequentiy, this paper will study the attitude taken by the press and &%t will tzy
%o astablich reagons why the pross acted the way it did toward ordiemtzl mineritien
el further imigration inte the provincs and the West Kootency.

Maxy of the writers of lecal papers scemed to dislike eriental irmdgrante ¢ome
ing into the West Keotemsy, The following editorisl stresses this point clearly:

The first Chinaman has appeared in Cranbrook, says the Herald of
that city, and will act, doubtless, as the fererurmer of many of his
kind, Vhile cnly ome 4c to deal with, the citizens of that town hed
botter piteh him out nesk and crop., Once let John get a fasthold amd
it is off with the_town, The less “owns with Chinamen in the bettor
for tids provines,l

o cne ecan argue thed the press as indicated above was taking a favourable attitude
‘boward Cricntals in the West Kootemay, especially new immigrants, Actually, the
press, which was the only form of mase mwedia at this time, was trying $o mould mmeh




of the publie’s opiniem againgt Chinese immigreticn inie the Vogt Keoteray, The
editors had probebly knom about the extensive eriemtal irmigration and the relupe=
%anca of Chinese minorities to accept North Amerdican living standards end customs,
Thnz,; 1% soon beceme mmponqmemmw«mwmmmmm
face of orientel meweomers, '

First of all, and perhaps the mein reason why the editars knocked Chinsse and
Japanese mirepitios and further immigration was due to their workdng presence in

Yo oS jobs - and in mining, T is i!rberesting %0 note that these
papers did ot objeet only to Ordentals but to other foreigners before them, The
Sanion Payeiveck acknowledged the fact that, in 1900, almost every Mwhiteman'sw
Fapes opposed the mine managers® efferts to fmport aliens to work in Slocan mines.2
The same ed:terial quoted a kreadside from the Nelgon Feonomisy, the latter complaine
ing that ",..the manager of the Peyne (mine) has imported Swedes, Italians, Boers,
mmramammmmnmerzmmmmmmmwmm
%ho wealth vhich iz the heritage of British subjectss.s The Zconomist camot and
will not endorse the impertation of forelgners to absorb the laber and profit that
rightly belongs to bonafide British subjects."d Most papers were somm o inherit
the same policy amd to apply it to the Chinese and Japanese,

Ve.:imaz West Kootenay neuwspapers voiced their opinions egainst the employers
guch ag the Canadien Pacifie Railway for employing Chinese workers. In 1898, the
Hey Depver 'edge editor wrote an editerial attacking the latter,as hs oxpected them
to have futize plans for empleying Chinese in the lcading and unloedins of cars, for
- doing section work, and for cookiing, stevarding, and firing on Slocan steamboatss

| se+’t is %0 the malign influence of the CPR, that we in this dis-

trict, in common interest with the rest of the Prevince stand Indobi~

ed for the fearful influx of Chineme which is such & curse %o Briftish

Colunmbia 048y ...

The editorizl contimied on %o charge that the Federsl Govermment was the toel of the
CPR. The editor argued that this was the peasen why the B.C. poll tax legislation
had been hindered. The editorial furthermore established a cause for vhat appeared
to be a fora of B.C. separatism. If B.C. is %o be ignored on vital issues, ",..u®




ghovdd be fareed 40 the eomclusion Wt w8 have enbersd inds a federsl compech
uhich hes proved ona~sidede.. T6 was now a gquestion of divereing cursslves frem an
alliance 4n which we hsve no fair representation.®:

Vaﬁwspaperawerethmagaimtcmpanaeatbatmployedchineseuhemwhite
men ¢ould b2 employed, These papers often furthered theiy opprosition against these
companies end the Chinese workers, particularly concerning railways and nines,
complimenting those employers who replaced their Chinese woﬁ;ers or discriminated
Botally ageinst the latter peopls, In 1900, & Nelgon Foonomést editorisl told ita

, Teaders thet a coal mine owner said that he was ready to replace his Chinsse minors
with white niners. The Eeonopist suprorted this employer and an advertSgement cale
ling for white minems to £111 the resulting vacancies appeared in the mame editions:

Wanted §00 White Miners And helpers
for the Wellingten Ixtension and Co~
mox Mines to supersede all the Chine
ese in our mines. Apply at once to

the Managers of the said 8o Wel-
lington Colliery Coq, Ld,

Later, in 1901, a Grand Forks papsr eongratulated railwey promoters for dig-
ariminating against Chinese werkers, Notice the position of the press tovard rail=
weys here in comtrast to the position talen earlior by the i@dge egainst the CEFR
in 1898: "The promoters of the Republic~Grand Forks Railwey are o be congratulated
upon ‘thelr stand taken regarding the enpleyment of Chinese om all werka on their
line A1l contracts spesifically forbid the employment of Chinese in any capae=
ity‘:q This was an example of eutzight discrimination and such practics was suppert-

edaxxdemmu-agedbytheloealpa-essp

W’discﬂmimtionmencmged’bythe Gmndro:hprmaam The

Szand Forks News edition of Navember 2, 1901 sncouraged citizens to lend moral amd

financial gupnort %o o non=oriental Laundry beeause "geventy-five per cent of all
nonies qollected by this institution is paid our merchants for the nocossavies of

life."8 qn, following week a rascist advertisement for such a laundry reads




People’s Steam
LAUNDRY
White labour only

An editorial fer this game edition explained uly the paper favoured the nom-
Oxﬁanbulf‘lmmdry in Grand Forks, The multiplier effect, a basic lay of sconomies,
was the general reason, According to the editorial, the whiteman®s leundzy petd

other placcs where Chinese paople settled, ‘

There is alge smmdemadm-chimaohbourmtmmmwgthe point
of violenee in the West Rootenay during 1898, Themmmﬂ editorial of
 November 17 told of rebmoxious, umiolesome, Mongolians® apound Sandon being Tugte
I@dmwthadia‘bnct, a.lthmghvithmtvioleneobntnmxltinginthe arrest of

o whide niners for unlawful assemblage, The peper blamed not the wnite ninerg
but the ezplayers who gave the Chinese jobs thers, At this time, the Slocan was
free of Orientals and the Peper asserted: “Let 1t be mnid that ome spot in British
Columbige;he Slocan, and the r!echest of them alle=is free from the contaminating

influence of thes,.ummtsd sons of Ching,n10

In labour, then, thereappeamdtobogrwhgsanmatofammst or jea~
lousy towerd the Chinese who were fenrosching®, as the Grapd Povks Now pub t,
upon the whitemanie fiells of dedonr, However, their Jealougy inareased as the
Japanese hit the Provinees with ageressivensss in the job market, The voend Forles
Heyp complained that if B.c, workers should have to compete with the Jepanege,
"ooethen wo must begin to figure on paupers and poor~houseg, "1l The Ney Denver
Ledge had caplier warned the loeal ‘people about Jepanese workers in Coast Camar-»
dest "In & fey yeers the Jap will zobably be Tunning for the legislature in thig
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Ottawa.™12 Tmg, 5% seemed there vas a fear that the Orfembal "olasses? would bese
ceme the leaders of the comminity and mation due to their ebility to work for lesr
wages and to get ahead,

It was common to ses an attack by the press of ome town against the Chinese of
ancther towm. Tditordals told of Chinsse job stealers in other aress, The Crgn-
brook Hoye'd, for example, printed an article concerning West Kootenay mine owners
importing Ttalian werkers, The article wvas emtitled "Cheap latour-cheap psople®

mitmmmmmmwwm. The article complained that
all momey ocarned by Italians and Chinese is sent home. The article comcluded that

"M.msvhﬁtamnmﬁdngatgooduagesisbmerforacmnﬁythanmchimm
or Dagoes,"13 4 Szend Forks News editorial attacked Nelson Chtnese and complimen~
teﬁ%WmemmmesMhbmmh

An interesting change of attitude, at least to Chinese newcomers, was displaye
ed in the Grand Forks area in 1901, On August 24, the News featured an editorial
thet weleouned people to settle, The paper sald that the growth of the city made 1%
2 favourable place to settle in contrast to the business stapnation of the province.
The editorial said that ®.,.There should be ample woom fop all newcomers s A
However, in October, the paper came out encouraging Government exelusion pelicies
and using {5 term ®yellow andbrown plagae® .36 T4 seemed that Grand Ferks had had
i%s share of Chinege immigrants, according to the press, This attitude seemed to
co-incide with the earlier controversy over v.msanitary Chinese laundriez, New 3%
seemed that all newcomers meant everyone but Orientals,

The Chinese laundry controversy in Grand Forks became quite an issue in ¢the
autumn of 190L. The Chinese, according to the Srand Forks News were refusi ng to
provide for proper cesspools and othor sanitary regulations, even aftcr they were
approached by magistrates, Thie resulted in the press opposing the Chinese whe it




o e
s

deseribed ag being an unfaveurable ®elass" in the communi ty:
The Chinese, 2s a class, are a menace %o any town or place

which they choose %o make thedy place of abiding and the soonw

er the people ofGrandFarkaeometoamnzationofthis fact

the better it will bo for the communi ty, X7
This editerial not only condomned theizr unsanltary practice tut it lebelled the ome
hundred Grand Forks Chinese 88 "s..almond=eyed devotees of fane=tan and op:Ium,,"18
It also mentioned again their sending money home 4o China, Ths result of the lzun-
&y eontroversy, according to the peper, was that o bylew against unsanitary loums
dries was passed in council, only to be turned down ty court on the grounds that it
was unconstitutional. The paper, however, contimed to push for *,..a constitutions
al law compelling the devotees of fen-ton and opium to observe the most common sane
tary practices", which would bring an end to the "disease=breeding incubatorst, 19

ALl this agitation against Chinese labourers, unsenitary lmndrynen, and monay
6xporben furthered the press! opposition to further Chinese and Japanese Inmd gree
ticn. Ordomtal Fxelusion thus becane the shout of the West Kootenay Press, Im 1900,
the Chinese immigration tax was increased from ¥50 o $200 per person. The Hew
Depyer 1edeg called for 400 per person.® In the summer of 1902, when figures were
released showing an increase in Chinese imaigrants, even with the poll tax, the
Slccan Dpil) pointed cut that "British Columbia, as usual got the mejority of these
undesirablos."2l he latter paper alse complained when & bill to regulate immigre
ation was "ilrown dovm" and that the "Chinese lovers" at Ottawa were not "protocte
ing" BeCe from those "precicus Mongolians",22 The Helgon Fconomist olse warned ef
the extensive orientsl immigration. A front page item in April, 1900, described
the immigration of Meeolittle brown men Japane:c immigrants pouring into the
countiy by the thousands, "3 The artiele stated that the tyve of people sent by
Japan were her "undesirable citizens" and it concluded that Pecette cannot afford
to be made the dumping ground for Asis, 24 With heavy immigration, the West Kooie
ensy papers were on the lookout for eriental immigrants coming into the "est Koot=
enay. A notice about a new settler appeared in the New Demver Ledge in the sume
mer of 1900 and it read 4n s Joking menners v,..a yellow spot has appeared near
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Siscan Gity. It cooks a% the Chapleau.n25 Vhether the purpose of this notice wns
a joke, an abtempt to get people to boyeott the Chapleau, or an encouragensnt to
hastle the new cook is up for the reader to interpret,

Hovever, amidst all the anti-oriental literature, there were people in B.C, amd
in the Vest Kootenay who did not agitai.e against Orientals, Iow aig the press treat
pacple who showed same liking for the Orientals? The following quotation fran the

New Demver Ledpe seems to answer this questions

Fo man whe stands up in Obtawa and pleads the ecause of Canada
for the Chinamen is & true friend o the best Snterests of this
great Dominion. He should be herding exiles in Siberie, or thum~
ping Indian slaves in the silver mincs of South 2gmerica. A white-
man's country is no place for Chinese toosters,

The last 1ine torders on clear rascism, _

Some politicians in B.C., did not object to Chinese labour, Premier Turner,
for example, declined to make any hasty decisions concerning the Chinese immigw
ration and the jobs that they were gotting. The result was a front page news item

in the %BW entitled "Turnerism and Chinese™;

Premier Turner stated publicly, after the meeting held hers

Thursiay morning, that he did not believe in taking any astion

toward stopping CHIMLSn immig=ation. That British Columbia could

ot get along without CHINAMEN and that we mst have them,27
Notice the émplmsis on "Chinose™ and "Chinamen® 4n what seems to be an ettempt
to make the reader oppose Mr, Turner's statements, According to the rest of
the news dtem, much of this story seemed strongly directed at Tumnsr because the
Govemedt had earlier tried ¢o bring Chinese latour into the New Denver ares.

Another politiciaﬁ, Jobn McMillan was labelled in a similer manncr. The
Beloen Feonomist had a column entitled "From the Capital®™. A news item of May
2, 1900 concerned Mr, MeMillan'e compeign Journeys on Vénemw;r Island., Mr,
McMillam found that tho electerate disagreed with his Chinese views, The news
item conelnded: *...Be it remembered thet on the public platform John MeMillan
stated thai John Chinaman wes his brother and was as good as a white man, 28
This abusive attitude toward a person who stuck up for the Chine-e is an example of

ragcilem at its best,
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The editor of the MW showed, however, that g newsman could
have some hmenitarian spirit toward his Chinege brothers, In December of 1899,

this editer complained of boys mistreating a Chinese person by pulling his queus
and making life miserable for him. He stated that: "eeel am not an admirer of
John Chinamen colleetively bub I must confoss it seenws to me that he is 2 hawme
less fellew 4n his woy and should not be subjected to persistent persecution atb
the hends of mischievous and vieious boyze?2?  He goes on to say that "Johmn
has become a citizen and has obeyed the law ', therefore he is entitled to the
law’s protection. This example (although it pokes fun st the Chinese person
wio was called "John Chinamen") does indicate that at least some writers wore
not prejudice agsinst the Chinese in that it would interfere with their stick-
ing up for them, I found very few writers reflecting the same attitude as this

one.

CONCIUSIONS

After analyzing the problem concerning the oriental minority and further
imnigration into the Kootenays, I must coneclude that much of the abuse thrown
at these minorities were in some cases Justificd and in some cases not, Howe
ever, I would have liked to have had mere information on the mumber of Chinese
people living in the Weat Kootenay as well as the names of all the editors and
their previous occupations. I also would like to have known who the papers
wore ovmed by and the nationality of the people who owned them,

The Chinese and Jaranese 1mmi grante in‘bo B.C, and the Kootonaye were dete
rinental to the working man's intorcsts. Thoir presence and contimiing imme
igration into lsbour areas threatened tho capacity ‘of loeal people to find Joba,
The Chinese also sent surplus cash out of the country to China, This noney, if
earned by local neople would probably have been snent hore to further the West
Kootensy economy. Their Jaundries in Grand Forks, too, could have been more sane
itery. However, I wish' to make it clear that I am basing my conelusions tims for




on what the ®whitemants Dewspapers were saying. I would cortainly like o have
read the Chinese point of view in the Kootemays. Fer that matter, I wonder vhee
ther any of the Chinese immigrants could speak or write English., This language
tarrier would perhaprs have held down their chances of asgaimilating culturally
ant economically into the system. I alse question how unsanitery were the Chine
ese laundries in Grand Forks, Perhpps the opposition to them was overdome and
unnecessary, especially vhen the - Chinese ninority was labelled as a menacing
cless, T feal that mjeh of the opposition to thess laundries was an economie
preblem. The Chinese often undersold other laundries and they sent the surplug
cash home, This aggraveted the business-minded editors as much as cheap labour
affected the vorking community,

T also question the methods in which the press attacked the oriental mine
orities. They were rascist in their views toward these people, especially when
they called them "Chinke® and "Japs" and when they deseribed their immigration
as teing "the yellow and brown Plague™ Thus, the problem of extensive oriental
immigration and job and wage competition became distorted with frequent rascism
on the part of the newsmen, The visiteman’s opposition to +he Chinese practice
of sending surplus cash out of the eountry could justified, Their opposition to
Job competitors and unsanitary laundrymen eould also be Justified._ But their
Pasclst attitudes toward these psople could not in any terms be Justified, This
is the main ares in whieh T oppose strongly the attitudes taken by lecal mewspape
ers toward oriental mincrities at the turn of the century, The press’ case againgt
the minority may have been respectelle btut - & mammer of conduct was definitely

note
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