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INTRODUGTION

Shelter is one of man's basic needs, Whether it's made
of grass, earth, logs, or refined lumber, it%S purposes are

the same. Shelier providss protesction agalvst the 2l=ments

personal space for tka family institution, privacy for ths

inhabitants —«- 2 placs of rest and refuge. A sheltszr can bs

very personal for those who construc t it, for i

it reflects
thes tastes and life sityle of those who are it¥s builders.

This papsr is the history of my grandparent's houss

which is in Pa=zs Créeky the resuld of their dresam of owning

as young aﬁuTts, entering a country of which they had no

previous detailed knowledge. They sacrificad land, family,

and country, migrating to escape psrsescutiony being devoutb
followers of the religious principles of the Doukhobor sect.
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Thsy were married in aakatchewaw,wmare they residsd for ten

g
v

years, but again, governmental attitude and pressure influsncsd
thenm in”leaving the prairies@‘ Tha new destination was British
Columbia. The family lived communally in the Christian
Community of Universal Brotherhood in Ootischenla and Grand

Porks, In the late 1920's th

\’D

family moved to Robson and

rantad a2 small farm, and lalter, an orchard. Althouzh the

of the Christian Community and its sucesssor, the Union of

Spiritnal Communiiies of Carist.



After their many moves, the family devslopad a strong
desire to set down rooits in a permansnt location. A houss
and farm were carved out of wilderness land in Pass CreeXk,

The houss, which was c¢rested and consiructed by the family,

e

s thsz focus of this papsr. The houssa was construcited of

materials from the land on which it standsy therefores I

titdled my papse " A Home Qut of Wilderness, ©

My grandparents passed away in 1975, therefors my fathsr,

 who was seventesn years of ags during the construction of the

honse, was my major sources of information for this papsr.
Tand clearing began in the summsr of 1930, logs for the
house were prepared during winter, in early spring construction
of the houss began, end in ths summsr of 1931 the family
moved into fheir new home,

This paper illustrates the resulis of a family whose
parents left their homeland and faced the diffieunlf task
of estzblishing themseslves in a new country. It shows the
desire of a family to carve out of the wildernzss a homs

and a farm; a place which was thesir owne.



road construc flon, and in a brwch Lacuoﬁy. I‘ ear 1i9*

A HOME OUT OF WILDERNESS

Pred Ivanovich Ozeroff was  born in 188T 1ﬁ.PUb31P into

a family -of seven. h’s father was a farmeL wao 11 el in the

daucasus Wountavﬁ region. Im 1899 the laer Doukhooo“ mig-
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ration to Oa*ada foo& placvy ana 1t is w1tn thls g*oup uhat

mny ﬂrand?a+hef cam balng e; htecn years.of age at that time.

He S°Gul d 1n Saskatchewan in tne aLea o;'Verigin, and it
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was h@r@ that he met and married my grand mothe-

Trene

Ivanovna Sauarodln° both were at tne age o; twonty They
e SRR P b ‘_%,% R
were married in 301 in a simple way My vaandfa’h r,'

acbompanﬁ d by hls bkobher and cousin went by waoo to bhu
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éd sunper, and took the brWde aﬂd noma :

belongin s»home. In Saokauchowan, my gra dfatha“fs j

occunatloq wan farm nc, and he also worked on uhe rallroad,

fowati
AP B

conver aulons wvth bhem, ny gr endparants reﬂa 1 th.ir

-

early 11L° 1& Caﬂada where for ‘a short t;me ‘Vey lif@d in

earthen ;uts, la er buWIQIHQ better homms of locs and rougn
lumber wlth grass coveLod roofs. Ov the prair i they
gave blrbh to two dauﬁﬂ* rs, Anabtasia and Polly.

After tep years of mar riage ny

gr andpa ents mOVOd 0
British Col m01a, The year Was 1911, Thelr maaor reason
for ths move was the withdrawal of Doukhobor lands following

the Homest ead con rersy of 1906-1907. They had also heard
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that B.C. was a nicer place to live and much more climstically
suited for fruit and vegetable farming. Théy first settled
in Qotischenia where the family lived communally for ei
years. My grandfather was ons of the workers on the Doukhobor
Brilliant Bridge, where he worked on the tower cbnatructian
=3 |

andvpther various jobs. He also worked on the railroads.
In Ootischenia, my father William was bora in 1913,

In 19195 the family moved 10 Grand forks where they
lived in a Village in the district of Caristovoye. In
Grand PForks, my grandfather worked as a baker in the brick
factory and logging camps.

Irn 1927 the family moved to Wes$ Robson whers they

rented a small house., Here, Grandfather for some time was

later worked on building construction in Trail. At this
time, the family rented an orchard in East Robson.
While living in rented accomodation, the family had

a strong desire t0 have their own farm. After ma

;3:‘-4

ing a Tew.

¥

inguiries about purchasing land, they wers informad

(@]
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a
certain piece of land at Pass CreeX which was in tax
arrears. They took the opporitunlty to obtain 124 acres;

which, after the legal procesdures cost $125.00 one dollar

as

per acre. The land was adjacent to Raspberry Villaga on the
north boundary and stretchnsd about one mile up Pass Crask

road. The road at that time was winding and narrow:; in soms

-~

by

places one~way, and during the spring thaw the road was so
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muddy it was impaséable for motor ?ehicleso In spite of
this, the road had a certain beauty about'it,~being linesd
on both sides by young forest growth.

In 1930 land c¢learing on the newly-purchased land was
begun. The vegetation was underbrush with small timber.
Much useful large timber was harvested earlier for lumber .
and smaller timber was also collected'earlier for fire-wood.
The whole faﬁily, with the‘exception.of the older daughter
who had married earlier, took @art in the task:ofﬁcleérihg
the land. Theres were no powser tools, therefore_axes and

cross—cut saws were ussd, Small stumps; those four inches

L
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or so in diameter were pulled oul by a work horss. Largs
stumps; those up to about s foot in diameter were removed
by using a "stump puller.® This machines consisted of the
following. Two timbars werse laid crossing each other.

At the place where the timbers crossed was fi ;eﬂ a Tevolving
iren spool for cable. The machine was anchored to a2 stump
by a cable, A third log wh;cn was pulled by 2 horse was
attached to the spool. A cable ran from the spool to the
stump which was to be removed. The horse would walk in a
circle, winding the 0ab¢b, creating pull on the stump until
the stump was removed. A diagram of this machine is on the

next pags. Dynanite was used tc split stumps a fool or more

iameter, after which, the parts of the stump werz removed
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Diagram of the Stump-Pulling Machins Used

8 e st et N

After the land was cleared and stumps were pulledy.surfacs

rocks were collectad by hand, being loaded onto a stone-boat

w©

which was drawn by a horse., Thess rocks were put in piles

for future use. The stone~boat was a wooden structur

i

resemdling a sled and was about three feet wide and four

5

feet long. The runners were made of five~inch or s ch
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timbers. The flooring was of two-inch lumber and small

~sides were built up.

Diagram of the Stone~Boat




The land which was c¢leared was split-level and stretched
about a half miie'along the Pass: Creek road. Bzcause of this
terrain, roads had to be built to provide a means of access
to various arzas. These rozds wers all bnili by hand throusgh
‘the use of picks and shovels. In some cases the roads had %0
cross a dip or gulley in the land. Rock walls were eraechted
and the gulleys were filled With_previously~gathered rgck
and then covered with soil. |

The hard work of clearing and preparing land was aocomp;
lished during the hot summer months. To avold the heatl,
work was begun at 3300 a.m. and went until noon. In the
afternoon, work bezan al aboum 5:00 p,mo and'contiﬁued
until dark. |

Thz land when purchaée& contained a small two-rcomed
log cabin belonging to the previous ownexr wno had logsged
the land. One room contalnsd the living guarters, the
other was ths stable for the work animals. This cabin was.

remodelled by my grandparents and family to mzkes 1t live-

®

abls and it is here that the family sitaysd while building

their new hom

W

.

A basement was dug which was one-third of the full house
basemesnt area. Excavaition was done by plck and shovel with
the soil and rock baing hauled away by wheelbarrow, Tae

basement walls were linsd with rock and the remaining
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foundation for the house was =2 mixture of k and lims

4
o
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Recent Photograph of the Back of House
Showing entrance into the Basement
Which was Construcied in Iater Years.
Notice House Foundaiticn of Rock and
Iime Moxrtar,

The family made their own plans for their house, which

()

was constructed mostly of logs and measuresd twenbty-Lfour fzeb
wide and thirty feet long. My grandfather and father went
into the ~surrounding foresti, chose the right size of trees,
fell them, and skidded the logs by horse to the basemsnt |
are where they were de-barked and prepared to be 1laid in
place. The beams were mads of cedar logs with a dismster

of eight to ten inches. The floor jJjoists were also of logs

of four to six inch dizmeters. The butt ends of the logs

were notched to bring the diamster to the necessary sizsz.

I 7 i 7 N .
Low-grade cedar 1x10 and 1x12 lumber for the floor was purchassid
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from Waldie's Sawmill at abou} seven dollars per thousand

board feet. After the rough lumbsr flooring was in, the

construction of the walls of the house began.
The eight foot high walls were made of logs six to eight
-inches in diameter. The larger ends of the 1o

g their size down to the uniform six inches, The

O

n n
ends of the logs were Lozl *NO+Gh$mn This msthod makes the w, Dave 1D

S

Photoaravh of the Outside Corners of ithe Housse
Which Shows the Lozsk-Notch Method of Leg
Cornering



satad

The ceiling joists were constructed similarly to the
floox Jjoists. After the ceiling Jjoists were in, work on

i

B4 {e
the ro0f was begun. The rafters were of 2x4 zand ware

L i ﬂg

“ . ” P
boara@n with low grade czdar 1x10 and 1%12” lumbesr., M

roofing was of sawmill-cut cedar shingles.

A red-clay brick ard lime mortar chimney was placed
in the wall ares bsitween the kitchen and 1living room. An

cvening in the kitchen servad thse wood-burning o

NE sk shove

o

(€3

and an opening in the living room served the wond-burning

Onto the front of the houses was consirusied a porsh
which was six fest wide and ran the full lengih of the

house and part of one end of the houss whers the ki

ot
0
By
N
o

was located.
After outside walls, roof, porch and chimnsy were in

e SR D

placa, interior finishing besgan. The ceiling was finished
with 1%4”V—joint lumbar. To prepare the lunside walls Fox
plastering, 3x2 inch by four foot long woocden laths were
purchaséd at a sawnill and nailed about one-half inches
apart disgonally to the shaved logs. -

Por this house, an old country-iype plasisr was used.
This plaster consists of a mixture of a largs pari of
dirt-clay, a portion of fine~culb stﬁaw, and fox plast
ieity, argood portion of cow manure was mixad into Tthe
mixture. In those days, this sort of plaster was not mixed

in a2 mechine. A level, hard-pack
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ground, fifteen to tweniy feet in diameber was prepared,

and all the components of the plaster were distributed

evenly on this surface. The mixture was wetted with water
and was now reaay for mixing. A horse was bridled and ridden
cireularly in the plaster mixture. After golng .in one diz-
ection for a %ime, the direction was changed %o prevent the
horse from becoming dizzy. This process lasts for zbout
thres hours. When the plaster is aﬁequateiy mixed by the

> 1

horsa’s hooves, 1% was carrisd in contaeinsrs o the house

and applisd to thes walls with hands and wooden trowels.

The plaster is of a grey colour when dry, and for bright-

do

ness in the rooms, it was white-washed with lims, to whieh
¥ A k)

a small portion of blueing was added.

Photograpn Imsi
Bedrooms, Showil
Washed Plastered Walls

d=2 ons of ths
ng the White-
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The houss conbazined a kitchen, living
bedrooms. Thers was ng indoor toilet at that i

outhouss was usad,

Inside the house, the finishsd flooring was of 1nzdW

grooved boards of larch, fir and hemlock. Casings around

the doors anQAwiﬁdﬂwé were‘of 1Wz5ﬁ COmRon bdarﬁs¢ Ba§e~

boards wérg»of 1x8? coxmon board.
For igsulaﬁign“in the attic, lat?s'wera nailed onto

the ¢eiling Jjoisis and were plastersd with the sam
o . tT D . -

Photograpn of the ILiving-Room

Outside, a steam bath-houses was built. Inside the bath-
house was a square concrebe enclosure with walls a foof and

a half high, which contained a wood-burning stov

1]

converted

from an 0il barrel. In the corner stood a wooden barral
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Soon after the house was bﬁil“ty flower bp=ds and orchards
were planted around the house. In the years that followsd,

the ¢

[
[4)]

t of the farm buildings, orchards and gardens werse
were added. When the flowers and vines in front of the

house were in full bloom, the house was given a very

beautiful appearance, as the follewing photograph

S

Grandfather and Grandmother in Front of Their
Home in the Early 1940f%s.

spring water preésureo After reading many books and pamphlets
on the subject, my father constructed a small gsnerating

system to serve the grandparent's hone.
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He ordered a slow speed six~vplt generator and constructed a
waterwheel and shaft which was conﬁained in a narrow box-like
enclosure. The water supply for power camse from two springs
and was dirscted av the waitzrwheel at a ceoriain angls by

two nozzles which were attached to the two supply pipes.

The waterwheel turned the generatoxr, the generator supplied

batteries, linss were drawn $o the houss. Ths house was
wired simply, the "Knob and Tube" wiring method was used.
The electricity produced was enough for onz twenty-Lfive

t
watt bulb tc burn sieady, and one or.two fifitezen watt bulbs

were installed in every room and closet which wers used only

Recent Phnotograph of the Houss
FProm the Pass Creek Road
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CONCLUS TON

This paper told the story of a family who stroﬁgly'
desired to establish = permarent home in this country and
succeeded in their efforts. Out of wilderness land, a
house and farm were created.

I had always been interested in learning the history.

“of my grandparents! farm and especially their log house.
I began this paper with the hypothesis that such a2 project
would prove very informative, intsresting, and'hisfofically
valuable. The results have shown me that this indeed was
an -educational, interesting project.

My grandparents had a long and happy marriags of

heir last forty-Lfour

ot

seventy-four years, They spent
years of life together on their farm at Pass Creak. To
them and the family, the houss was indeed a houms.

Today the house is inhabited by my Aunt Polly. Although
the house has undergone some modernization in recent years,
it nevértheless remains very significant historiecally to
members of the family. The hduse is a very fine reminder

and syabol of toil, dedication, and family unity.



