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—_ - Thz Canediazn government was not prepzred to meet suc
- \_ degrczzion, Thefe was no socizal welfare or unemployment insurencs <o €311
— back on. Men wers forced to leave their homss and search for jobs. CSoon
thers were many unemployed men travelling across the country lookins for
work; vhich became a hopeless seerch.
— The government was concerned for *the many homeless men roaming the
country znd in 1932 set up a systam of Delisf Canps to accommodats the
— venicring, unemployed single m "During the naxt four yesars, thaze
cemps played host to well over 100,000 young Canadiang!
These Lelief Ceamps were establicshed for mixed motives. Fir stly,
S they provided z means of useful employment 1o occupy the youns men vho
bzt no hops of finding work. Secondly, they helped to dispel the fesr
T \ ~het thegz men would fall prey to rsvolutionary factors. Ths recent

T yearz, however, ths Dspariment of Hational Tefence ran out of suitable
projzcts znd funds so discipline becams mors of & problam.
There were Ciffering opiniong as to the sffaciiveness of ths Relief
— Cempse. Some felt that repressive 1ditions in the camps brouzht much
| :
»\ 5 reegentnment among the men. They were isolatsd, removed from a normzl
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1ifs petiern.  Zccause *hese camps were expectad toc bes tempor
mzzv conditions of deprsssion and unemploym: ent that would so

there were no adeyuate recresationzl facilities. pay of

£ 10 cents = week were an insult

r : It 0
dignity. ) - ; Tk oped N
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n"The most serious complaint concerned the loss of civil rizhss of
frze spesch and fresdom to organize among men in the camps, undsr the
rules and regulations enforced by the Depariment. They were zllowed
ads s + + 3 5 : PR s L : »
eg indivicduzls to put their grievanc in writing and submit them to '

zuthorities but were not zllowed to organize or present

petitions. Another serious complaint was that although the

be opsratad on
compulsion involved. "Financially hard-pressed municipalitil
relicved themselves of locking after single, unem
they volun

them r=2lief unless

[

~
=

a volunteer basis, there was an zlement

ployed ma3n by refusing

o)

teered for ssrvice in the cumps and
coull prove that they were unaccepiable to the Depariment of Hetione
Defence for physical or other reasons.‘;2 Other smaller grisvances were
rocr food, bed-bugs, stench from washrooms — all of which would have
been bezrable had the men been zble to reiain a sense of human diznity.
+The main areas of suffering were those of loneliness and humiliztion.
Ldvocates of the program pointed out that the men in the camps wers
far bsitter off than thelr contemporaries who were left to "ridaz the rail
end gurvive as best they could under the conditions of masg unsmployment

uancertain relief. TFood, mediczl,

other zssentizls were ample, and on a par with thoss that we
3
or pers onnel in permanent Wo*cek It was felt by governme
lov irs | (5 R
Stusrt Jamieson, Times of Trouble, {Ottawa, 1968), .
2
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that there were very few legitimate complaints and that thesze
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ied out of 211 proportion by "Communist agitators".

In concluding the matter, it would seem that although these camps
did meke physical survival possible, they did nothing to ﬁeet the inner
needs of men whose morale had besn badly shaken by the terrifyin;
economic conditions. As the depression paSséd into what was more than
a2 temperary crisis, the men began to demand action, politicel action.
To survive was not enough, fhey wanted 1o earn their own way in a world
vhere reljef would no longer be necessary.

It was a difficult era of Canadian history, amply called "the
d¢irty thirties", and the men in the Relief camps had legitimete
complaints. These conditions made them easy prey for revolutionary
groups who had more than the'good of the workingman at heari, but
envisioned a whole new system of government wifh themselves 2t the helm.

. Let us look briefly at an organization that claimed to have the
ansvers to Canada's political and economical ills — the Communist Party
cf Caneda.

During the decade prior to the depression, the Communist party had
attempted to infiltrate the existing trade unions and work from within
thege unions. Howgvef, in the 1930's they began to attack the sxisting

. . 2 . .
unicns and set about to organize "revolutionary" organizations not

only azmong workers but among the unemployed and those in Relief Camps.

,Hvkﬁwo~ava-0un&ummon;j@yxﬁtrtkoz’ -

"The attacks on existinzg unions went haend in hand with calls for militant
action to defend the inferests of the working class. Communist sgitztors

2id not shrink from using violeni language and physical force to put
7
Jamieson, p. 239

Tbid, p. 215
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thair views across.”

Y

L skeleton network of Communist led unions existed by Sertember,

1933. Affiliates of these unions and'branches of more mass organizations
were attached to a new trade union center, the "Workers Unity Lezgue".
This center, which played a leading role in the On—to-Ottawa Trek, wes
Communist initiated and conirolled.” One of their chief interesis

beceme the organization of the unemployed. This interest stemmed from

directions received from internztionzl leaders of the Communi
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most widely circulated were "The Relief Camp Worker" and "The Unemployed

(
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Yorksr",. Working for very low wages, coupled with other grie ' A

rade the Reliefl camp worker an easy prey for various propaganiz, including

the ilez that these camps were an attempt at the "militarizetion of Canzda

The Relief Camp Workers' Union was organized and chartered by ths
Torkers Unity Leagus in 1932. This union played the dual role of
J S 7 : Pley
1" ] S @t 5 &116 - :
zsitator and propagandist for the Communist Party" as well zsz calling

<

ke to demand better conditions For the

\]

o

violent action
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n
worlers.
Communist tactics to zchieve their aims are described very

Srorhiczlly by %wan Avekumovic:

The launching of a strike in industry followed a relatis ely gimple
rrocedure. Tc¢ begin with, contact wizth PuuenuwaW striks 2L to
bz zstablished. INewspapers znd leaflets would e hanl=d out at the

llvan Avakxumovic, The Communist Farty in Canada, (Toronto, 1975) p.03
“Trig, p. 71

2Thie, p. 74

QIbid, pe 76

2Tria, p. T2

5Jaﬂieson, De 242
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Ccmmunist auspices. Once a nucleus of sympathizers had bzen
he Communists would try to estzablish either z union branch
rent-znd-file committee to represent the workers. The nsxt
would be to exploit grievances, of which there was no zhori
the early 1930's. After the workers had besn induced
work, the Communists did their best %o o bring the strik
successful conclusion. The strikers' dpﬂunub woulcd be puvl
anl expressions of solidarity would pour in from pro—FCu“un
crganizations. Foold and small sums of money would be co
s hold out. At the same time

s e strike to other firms. Heighten
cht to the fore men whor the Communistis

T opponanis called "egitators". L4ltho

mobile, as police forces acrozs Canade discove

:ctory gate, and workers would be invited to meetinzs hzld wnier
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“he Communist tactics of unionization, strikes and mil
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were all clearly seen in their efforts among the Relief Camp Worker

W

culminzting in the On-to-Ottaws Trek and bloody Reginz Riot. Certzinly
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wpoint of organization and strategy, the activities of the

o-Cttawa trek were inseparable from the Communist Party of Canc

=u

Peczuse Lrthur Evans was chi

[¢1]

[§83

Wil

f instigetor and orzanizer of
the Ca-to-Ottawa Trek, an examnination of his personzliiy and tisw ith

~ Ly &

rriate before we examine the acitucl events

The Regina Riot Inguiry Commission has the following +

O
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7 chout

and shovn ability, not only as an organiz

r, writer and agitetor. He is persi rent an
spicious and intolerant of everyons who do
is reckless and indiffsrent as to the irul
rances, whether sxpressed in spesch or pam:
e th 'mlr6551 ns and gain the rs ilts hi
1e tr
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ng. vans has lltule or no r
1ons of authorwty He is critical of court

y Who convici and imprison him, and he himself iz never =
5 .
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ommission (Sask. Gov't, 1936) pp. 250, 2351
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_ then one follows the activities of Evans throughout the On-to-

Ottawa movement, and reads excerpis from the speeches he \mzde, it becomes
57
evident that the above quotation is a true evaluation. TFor example, Evans

repeetedly clzimed on *the public platform that he had personally s=zen
the R.CeM.P. club Detective Miller to Geath, when it has been proven that
Lvens had been arresuod and could not have possibly witnessed suéh a
scene. The Victoria Colonist, Feb. 3rd, 1934, records Evans as having
mede the following remarks - he had designated the pelice as "dirty skunks",

the R.C.M.P. "he would spit in their faces". He refsrred the relief

ol
o

camps =5 "lousy slave camps".

There is no guestion of the fact that Evans held the azdmiration of
- - - . )\ ‘A\}/\; -\J‘;:.‘ N
ne men associated with him as is evident in remarks made byARonalﬂ

1

Liverssdge: "Evans was dedicated to the uplifting of the working class,
_ ( dedicated to communism, so much so that he was like an absent—minded

prefessor. Nothing outside of the working class struggle helc any interes

for him. Slim had experienced police clubs =nd prison,; and to him it wa

[}

& nuisance, in that it took him away from his work. During ithe On-to-

. Ottava Trek, some of us would be having to remind Slim to eat once in a

whils, 2nd as for sleep, he got less than the rest of us."

The Regina Riot Inguiry Commission has the following *o say szbout

Hvens actual involvement in the On—to-Citawa Hovement:
He was unguestionably the outstanding leader of the vwhole movement
from ths beginning to the snd. This was so much the czszz that we
know of no move of importance during the strike or the tresk, zpart
from the Calgery incident, which he did not initiate and of no
i - instance where his wishes or will were over-ruled. 2
Evans i1s an avowed Communist asd his writings, speeches ant actions
211 bear evidence of that fact. 3
-
N
“Victor Hoear, BEditor, Recollections of the On-to—-Ottaws Trek by
Ronzld Liversedge. (Toronto, 1973) p. 59
~
f . - -
Regine Riot Inguiry Commission, p. 304
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Arthur Evans joined the Communist Party of Canada in 1926. 1In
1822 he joined the Workers Unity League, a Communist trade union center

7

established in Toronto in 1930. Because of his experience zs a lzbour
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r ancd his ablllt as a public spezker, Evans was z

ol

Toin

rict Organizer of the National Unemployed Workers' fssociztion

L1

formed by the Workers' Unity Les

a prominsnt role in the organizeation of the Relie? Camp Workers' Union
‘in 1922, This newly formed union began to publish the "Relief Camp
Uorikzer" which was circulated throughout the oamps; IDach issue carried
lztters from men in the camps describing terrible conditions and

ruzgles that they were facing. One main line of bro ganla ussd itas
(oYl

her than the Department of Labour. Evans stated, "In our

cpinion it was to start a sysitem of military training among the men in

the camps." The persistant, agitationzl work of the Relief Camp
Yorksrs' Union began 10 bring results in the form of sirilkes in verious

cemps. Those who took part were tlacklisted and made to leave the camps.

In 1934, at a conference at Salmen Arm, the R.C.W.U. drafiel 2

plenned progrem with a list of demands. When th Gemands wers not med
¢r sven seriously considered by the government, a confersnce in Zzmlooons
Czcilel fo proposs a mass walkout set for Lpril 4th. Rather than

strixzing in the camps, the men would walk to Vancouver %o mele their Cemancs
kncime.

Zvens sent the following message to the propossad DtTLkEWH vhich
ap;aareé in the larch 19,¢, 1935 issue of the Rzlief Camp Worker, Tvens
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TERTS. This was not 2 spontaneous movement but was hi ighly crgenized

Ly Unicn leaders. Arthur Evens p leyed a mejor role in welding thz »elisf

[

ntc a disciplined group of man. Their plight attracted z great
c¢eal of sympathy. Evans organized the first tag day in which monsy was

collzcts

j97]

. for the strikers. As money and food bscame more scarce, clashes

Petieen police and strikers became more numerous.
Yhile the strikers were in Vancouver, Evans was a membzr of *
Lction Committies of the Sirike Committee and Chairman of the rutlicity

in on the Strike Committee as a repre

1so sat in other capacities, for example as z represantative

2
=N T ">

of ths Action committee. It becomss evident that Arthur Tv

3

Communist and repr

[0}
0

e

tj

tative of the W.U.L., was the organizer

¢t strikes activities in Vancouver.
PRt <2 Ju/ﬁvu/r?\ ISV v
"Mrelve hundred of the more militant and able-bodied of *he sirikers

. 4 . Vg e o -
were orgaznized into.three 'divisions', each undsr separate

broadt stratezy planned by z co-ord nating committes. Thezs
H’l!
zble to cazrry cut an =ffectives campaign of harassment.'

i'hen a riot desveloped in the Hudsons Bay Stors, Mayor liclzer

o be Communist inspired and the following words appsarsd in the Voncouver

Jeamieson, p. 243
s T LI~ T . 8
Shizils & Swank 73 Te 7
A
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It is now perfectly clezr that Vancouver iz beings victimiz

cy &1 organized attempt to capitalize, for revolutionary purpcczs, the
corniitions of depression which now exists. From information surplicd <o

there is a definite organization of Communistic activit

Centezring on calling of a general strike in Vancouver." Government
cfficizls in Ottawa issued &z similar statement recorded in the YNaus
derzld: "Thers is reason to believe the vast majority of the men ttho
-

1

left the unemployment Relief Camps in British Columbia to z8s0ociate

hemgzelves with those who have invaded Vancouver, did so under coercion

arthur Evans denied thsse charges and made a public statsmant o

)
6

kg

gct that although the Communisis were supporting and aSOisting
the strikers, they did not control ihenm. Evidence has proven this

T to be untrue.

It is interesting to note the attitude of the lzaders of the C.C.F.

Perty. Although they supporied ths demands of the Relief Torkers, they

zlt the strike was led and organized by Communists and ther

3 : .

0]

fors tried

0 gvold any identification with its leaders.

, LR
It wes Arthur Ivans who devised the idea of a mass irek to Otszua % Qy

Iy

to discuss work and wages with the federal governmen

a mass meeting of the strikers ani Zvaans

iraz zlected as irek leader. It was decided to leave Monday, Juns 3rd.

X]
20

QA
‘ _ o e
The Communist Party did not at first support the idsa of ths irek ng éf
R
v

- - - PR

enc Cid not want Zvans 10 go any farther than Golden. Evans wes cbedient

to the orders issued to him from the executive of the W.U.L. The rezson

Sheils & Swankey, p. 90
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from the trekkers and realized Evan's leadership was needed to cerry the

movemant successfully; they reconsidered their decision and allowed Lvans

o
O
1t
[WR

rejoin the trek at ¥edicine Hat.

The trekkers were dept well-disciplined and organized by their
lsafers in order to win and keep public support. The "army" was growing
as new recruits joined at each town. Two thousand trekkers srrived in
llegina on June 14th, 1935.

¥anion and Weir, cabinst members from Ottawa, arrived in Rezina to

negotiate with the strike leaders. Here again, Evans took the mgjor role,

as chief spokesman for the delegation. It was decided that = group of \é?
0
strikers, led by Arthur Evans, should go to Otiawa to negotiate dirsctly g
<
with the Prime Hinister and his cebinet. This meeting was not successful, 3
)
Eennett defended the government's policy concerning the Relief Camps and LN
'\\jé;,
Evens ended up celling Bennett a liar. X
oJ

- . . e SN
While in Ottawa, Zvans became even more ambitious and advocated a 2 )
—

netional trek. He issued this statement "In the course of z feur Cays a &R &

-t N

. . . .. , . PRV
nztionzl call will be issued jointly by the Worksrs Unity League, Relielf O073 QQ
. . <
RS RNVING

Camp Vorkers Union and the National Unemployment Council exeoutives.aA
Lccording to a telegram sent to George Black in Regina, this national
czll would result in a "mass irek to Ottawa."

Vhen Evans reiurned to Reginz, he announced that the trek

continue. In the meantims, it had besn decided by the Felerzl

1

o gtop the trek in Regina. They were not zllowed %o continue b3

ol
[¢
"

q
“Sheils & Swankey, p. 148

2 . . ..

"Regina Riot Inquiry Commission, p. 71




= L% az mass meeting, Evans suggested that they try leaving by vzhicles.
{
~ A sent out on June 27th. These were arresied outside tho city
of Nggina and its occupants arrested and imprisoned. The R.C.I.T7. had
2lso received orders to arrest the leaders of the Trek movement, unler
Jection 98 of the Criminal Codle dealing with unlawful associations.
— ' On July lst, the sirike leaders were addrs ssing z mass meetinsg in
HMexrizet Sguare, Regina. Thers wers about three thousand people in
Stendence. Of this group, only about three hundred were actual
strikers. The rest of the strikers stayed at the Exhibition Jrounds
vhees they were housed, perhzps out of fsar that thvy might bs fisplaced.
—_ The ZeCeM P. and City Police chose this occasion to arrest the strile
Zs the police moved in 10 arrest the leaders who wers on the
plztform, a riot developed.
I ‘ There are several versions of the riot itself. ATter consgidering
—.X
various scurces, Stuart Jamieson summarizes it thus:
_— rs joined the strikers in
the riov surgel om 1o
tree cattered forays for
a2lmost thres hours. Tear gas and revolvers were used by City
Tolice, as well as clubs by City Police and R.C.M.P. +o usll
the rioting. The main weapon of the strikers were rocks. A4t ihe
ent, & city detective, Charles lliller was dead, =z dozen i n
- h bzen seriously injured, half z dozen 01V111ans ha2
{zoms estimates ran as hizh zs forty) and more than cnc
Leen injured by police clubs or by rocks thrown by stril a
— zupporters. ISeventy-six pecple wers arrested in =ddition 108 the
2izht striks leaders. 1
Sured
& bitter editoriel cn its front paze on July 4, 1935, entitlsd "Tor <o
il commit murder 235 demonstrated in Rezinz", and climaxed *hus:
Then you get hungry and call e meeting to
—_ to striks. Order the RCIZP 5 ztiack *he
) up end ghooting. In case one of your ag
L the melee, 211 the beiter; you can fraﬁe t
_ or somsthing. 2
1 -
Jezmieson, p. 247



Arthur Zvans describes $he riot in these words:

Just then a2 vhistle ble L

lerge number of City Po ast =vinging 2
Yetons and yelling like manlacs. The R.C.1.P, in the trucks zlso

unloaded when {the whistle blew. Both them and the City TFolice
started to club the unarmed nen, women and children assamble? zt
this pzaceful meeting. 1

5till another version of the riot is given in Liverselgz's highly

at evening on Market Scuars, :
; st1ill had a su bstan+1al zul

T way. Ivans was spezking, Lb cn Jour
s t0 ezch corner of the llzrlkst
ted out g *"nul the Dback

waTred, ani cut poured the Mountie ezch arm

at. T ey must have been packed very tightly

ere lots of them. In their first mad

charge uheJ k¥illed Regina Clu Dvusc 1
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three hours, the strikers were finally forced to return io

.L".. -

the Dxhibition Grounds where uhej were kept under guard by police with

mechine guns

The Provincial government arranged io have the young men returned

via trein to their homstowns. Most of them returned to the Nelief Camps
from which they had come. However, nothing had been done to -remedy the

srievances which had brought them out of the camps. In the followin

the problem was solved - the camps were shut dovm.
E T

The Saskatchewan Provincial Governmeni announced the aprointment of
e Commission to incuire into the causes of the riot. Some interesting

ere revezlsd in this invest:gatlon tha

ot

throws an entirely

on the riot from that voiced by ZTvenz and other
Commumnist sources. And that is, the! some of the sirikers present at

the meeting July lst were armed with weapons which had obviously bezn



Thz ferocity of the zttack of the strikers on the polics isc in
striking contrazst. Ividence of Dreparedness is indicetzd in the
fFoscesssion by many of them of missiles when they went on ths Scuare.
The spesd and spontaneity of their attack on the ons troop of police
vhich was in plain view previous to the arrest the lszader

& previcus massing of sirikers at the peint of

intention on their part to attack. 1

Constable Brims was at e
scantling. Some of the atta kero were armed Wluh pl“C o
rpipe. 2

L0

eapone ol various kinds were found in the buildings occupied by the

rikers; pieces of scantling of various lengths, pieces of hesvy rubber

hose in which wood the size of a brocm handle was insertéd, iron pipe of
various lengths, clubs made of wwndln hay—-wire around pieces of wood,

brzlieshoe pins similar to those which were used so effectively in the

riot at the Hudson's Bay Store in Vancouver.

ifany of these clubs, expecially +those made of wire, show considersble
skill and indicate that the makers had previous experience in the
menufacture of such weapons. The vicious characier of many of the
weapons can only be appreciated by an examination of them. 4

T

LlJ

zZvidence was also found %o indicate that these weapons

)
[¢8

enufactured prior to the day of the riot.

Iron bars and lead pipes wers sradually gathered over z periocd of
deys, clubs made of wire were not all prepared that nizht but mus:
have been gradually made when more time was at the dis spos=
strikers; and the brake-shoe pins, of which there are =
not cobtained that night; some of them in all probability were
brovght from Vancouver. 5

-

The strikers argued that thess weapons were prepared for dsfens

e

urposes but one wonders if these were to be used in an offensive atiack
on the police in an effort, possibly, to free those of the trekkers +that - §>
i

had been imprisoned June 27th. The sirikers had come to the end of their 3o/

rore, they were receiving no more food or money, transportztion avenues‘2§§ ij
3 SIS 3 + 1 A O = }Y
wers closed 1o them and they faced enclosurs in what they czlled a N o U
“concentration camp". It is possible that Evans planned z wey to end ozﬁg ¢j~ﬁ
g N
1o . . . .. 3): ;
fiegina Riot Tnguiry Commission, p. 288 ¥t5
2y ‘ 4. 3 v
Ibid, p. 136 Ibid, p. 228 -
3 )
“Itic

.- 237 L0, “Ibid, p. 221 UX,Y
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e note of victory rather than defeat, by freeing th prlso nsrs an’

w
b

then disbanding honourably

The two forces inadvertently met at the same time; in the Re
Sqguare, July lst, 1935. Police were surprized +o find the men arméﬁ
with pipes,‘stones, clubs and at the ferocity of their atiack. It
,ars.something of another Communist tactic, that of having z zmall
"Torkers self-defence Corpk who were usually armed with pipes, cables

znd wespons of thet sort and were trained to Tight for their czuse.

Thatever the purpose of the weapons, the strikers were defezted and

The On-to-Ottawe Trek was a well-planned Communist ploct to undermine
znd cverthrow the go%ernment of Canada. Had the trekkers beesn allcved
to continue, there is no doubt that many thousands of unemplcyed would
heve joined them along the way and théir numbers would have swuellel 1o
an enormous "army'" who would have arrived in Otiawa to press thoir demands
on the Eennett government, that was alrsady hard pressed to find scme
sclution to the great depression.

The closing parzgraph of the Regina Riot Inguiry Commission,

April 23rd, 1935, presents so neatly the fact that the Communisis 838 not
b ) J

heve the answer to the severe problems of the depression yeers and zZives =
z2lzmn word of advice for all Canadians.

The uvnemployment problem will not be solved by killing or trutally
zulting the police in the performance of their dutiesz; nor Ly

camning men who hold responsitle positions of authoriiy, nor by

ozdcasting false propzganda in speech or pamphlet. It ”ﬂl’

olved only by sincare, intelligent co—operation on the toof all

classes of sociesty. 1

e

Zegine Riot Inguiry Commission, p. 212
> 24 y Y
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