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cedar roots, The shope of the ribe vary along the length of the vessel, assum—
2 sreater curves towsrds the ends, and fin=1lly becoming complete curves inside
how and stern.

It is interesting to note that the canoe has no true keel timbers. Instead,

<!

ong split poles, which are very light and thin, are 1aid along the ribe and leshed
to them sbout 2 inches or slightly wmore spart. These are then lashed into bundles

ot the ends to help sust=zin the snout shzpe, Lastly, 211 ribs are further lashsd

toczather with s2asonad strips of a plant called dogbans.

Lod

y

The next phase in the canoe's construction is 4o secureét?e proper bark for
ﬁhe covering of the frame. One must first find a large white éfne of the desired
size and quality, which grew abundantly in this area before the white man arrivad
on the scens, The verson must then clinb up the tree té a height of approximately
15 Peet, using rough lsdders or by driving horn wedges into the trea im a vertical
line snd standing on theuw, He must then cut a ring completely sround the bark with
g curvad tocl made frou a desr anﬁler which was sherpsued on a stone scquired fronm

A
1,

3 certéin forzation found on ths vorthern Hootenmzy Lleke shore. AL the same time a
Relper must cut & similar ring arouﬁd ﬁhe baée ofvthe tfee. Next, an incision.is
made down the length of the trunk which connects the two rings., It is éery impor-
tant that the incision be as straight and accurate as possible. Then, a stick qf
epproxizately 2 inches inp diameﬁer 1s ussd toAcarefuily pry thg:bark from the tree.
The berk, now a "berk sheet", ie then wrapped up so that it will remain moist and
flexible in later use. This bark is net screped or seasonedbin any way, nor is it
decoretsd, The insids or tree side of the bark will be used for the outside of the
caroe, whils fhe outeide of the= hark will be ussd for the ineside of the canoce.

the

Next, the bark she2t is cut into the proper shape, Holes are bored alown

=3
(=

ends of the bark to racisve the lashin

o
w

s to the frawe., The knot-ncles which are
formed naturs1lly in the bark, and those whilch sre caussd by the removal of swell
twies sra carefully plugsed with xeltad pitch. The shest is then cearefully fastened

to the Frame snd sewn obn with strong dogheone cord.”It should ne noted thet &F

]

iz ~lweys put or in one plece, so that there ere sesus showing only at ths ends of




the canoe,
A neavy stick iz then incerted at the eonde of the longest
a8 & spreader, This gives the canos sdditional lateral length,

a3
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on of itz use.
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then lsshed slone the concave linss of the bow and stern, Thess

5 or o s 2 t z
really the only true "timbering” of the canoe,
The vessel is then made combdietely watertlight a2t ths seams
cut of waltad piteh within snd without, T

I should heve stated enrlier thet there je = pericd of oply three monthe when

B

s replices, the bark:-has to bs peeled fron the fteop of ths tree,

ceder slzte sre used, The sinow-liks toreed ls derived by stripplog on outer cov-
ering from sedar roots; the ribhoun-like bindine is bork from the "wild cherry bush®,
The pitch fer thie wodsl, unlilas ths largs canoe, must only be acquired froxm tns
Pendeross FPine.

Oply =ome 20 venrs ogo, of thass canoce L Alver
and Boctensv lake irouvsperting ths occcuperts in thsir scerch for berries, flsa,
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hen uelog thew, Io the cperation of the cavoe in water, the paddler kuesla direct-

5 ]
he botton with his fest fucked undsr hime--his knezs are spre=d cub ageinsgt
uhe gides Lo keop the canoz pronerly balanced, The paddle wes extremely simple in
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er the advent of the white =men in this arse, the Indisns no longer v
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ths white pine bark =2 Na covering, as ¢anvas wWas found %0 be much sns

with and cbtain-~~e2aisr to obtaln as tha white man was now using

the white pine
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to 1559, ths only suthentic full-scale White Tins Kootenal Canos in

T 3

s the one on display st ths Nationel Museua of Indizn Rslics in Cttava,
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ry recently, (late Sept./71), the people of the Valley were concarusd
ert of =aking these canoces was dying cut, I intervieswed sleng with irs.

-/

her daughter Agetha Jecobs, who also has learned to fmke the niniletures; so
| e
g Mw@
pzgsed on to scme extent, A

tuneately, there is also now g full-scals Yhite Pine Canos ssved for poster~

iz belng

s}

in the Creston-Zrickson Caentennisl Library, where 1t is featursd in ths new
jves section: there is also one at the Fort Stesle Festoration., The British
n and the Smitheonian Tnauluutu both have comprehensive information concern-
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ion on the possibility of assisting the
Band in developing handicraft skills
red topic at the September meeting
hamber of Commercé held Tuesday
Canadian Legion.

were Professor M, A. Forsyth head
Science Department at Notre Dame
Nelson; Kathy Ingham of Creston,
oject Co~-Ordinator in an Opportunity .
ogram to help Indians this summer,
ke, Chief of the Lower Kootenay In-
They were invited by President H. L.
in-depth study of the question of pro-

i "Let's get rid of this™
" myth," he said. He

; was born and raised

T alongside the Blood

' Indian Reserve in Al-
berta and had studied
anthropology, sociolo-

ior but had yét to |

an handicrafts particularly the revival

gy, and human behav- -|

~desires.

come across proof

tically différent.

The Indians had been
forced into a legalisti-
cally difference. They
had been obliged to ac-
cept Christianity, to
accept Western names
and denied the opportu-
nity to follow their own

Now it was unusual
to find an Indian who
wants to follow his own
culture , the speaker
stated. The Indian
had to accept the white
man's ways to retain
any pride..

‘We should help

. that Indians were gene-|

‘them regain confidence
. by assisting them with
|discretion to build
canoes, make beaded

tmoccasins and jackets

‘and eventually develop.
a commercial market
for Indian handicrafts
““here.

Kutenai Canoes could
be saleable to museums
all over the world. The
Indians could compete
in local markets with
their other handicrafts.

In order to reinstate
the Indians' skills he
had instituted this sum-
mer's program and with
the help of young peo~
ple such as Kathy,the
Indians of S{. Mary's
Reserve,near Cranbrook,
enjoyed making articles
and staging an Indian
Festival during the Sam
Steele Days, They needed
someé adminisirative
help from the white man.

. Miss Ingham added

that the Cranbrook Cham-
ber of Commerce had
'offered money to assist
'the project. It was both

a ‘recreation and cultur- :
al program. The Teepee
Village attracted a good
many tourists. There

had been some problems|
but most had been re-
solved.

Mr. Luke said he
would like to start
handicraft work here
and put on a display
during the Blossom
Festival.




Ir. Dedd noted that
ere was only one of
genuine white pine |
enai Canoes in the
ston area of the

0 or three in the
orld , Tand that was
the Iocal library.
This type of canoe i
said to be one of |
e four or five per-
of instruments de-
, Mr.

Hearty applause

as given the speakers
' the light attendance .
members. Mr. Dodd
dded that the Chamber
ad heard one of the
rongest, most inform-
d messages on the

state of the Indian. He
said the Chamber would
ike to "'rectify the sins ||
our fathers' by assis~/|
ng Chief Luke in his “;
endeavours. l[

E—C{/.%OF/'&L/ Se,a‘/_. ., 7/7[

ince for
Co-operation

Hope for & resurgence of Indian handicrafts
was expressed at the recent meeting ol the
Creston Chamber. of Commerce.

Many people have indicated an interest in
assisting the local Indian Band in reviving its
crafts, some feeling that a successful commer-
cial venture could be launched in the sale of

|-these handicrafts particularly the Kutenai Canoe.

Chris Luke, Chief of the.Lower Indian Band ,sta-
ted a number of his people are capable of makmg
beaded moccasins, jackets and other products.

tenai canoes are saleable toc many museums in
the world. :

As.far as the non-Indian citizens go, it has
always been a problem of how to help without
interfering.

It was said at the meeting that the Indians
“would likely need somé administrative agssis-
tance in promeoting their handicrafts.

Here is an opportunity for co-operation bhe-
tween Indians and non-Indians, not just to help
the Band commecercially, but to maintain tneur
ancient cultures and dlgmty

i

Professor M. A. Forsyth feels that the unique Kui

,
e




PHOTOGRAPHS CAPTICIS:

Coopy of plaque wiich accompsnies the full scale wiite pine
Koote nal Canoe wihilch rests at the Creston -Zrickson Centenml
Librery where it is featured in the Archives Section,

Mra. Charlotte Basil displays a model canoe waich shs
contructed and was presented to Preaier Benneuﬁ during his
visit to Crs u’c,cm in 1959, : )

Mrs, Charlotte Basil at work in her worksbed constructlng
a minizture Kootenai Canoe,

The late Frank Basil carries his canoe in the traditional
method of hendling.

The -late Frank Basil in a test run on'a test run befors this
canoe was siipped to Ottawe. (Vatiounal Museum of Indian Relics)

and 7. BMrs, Charlotte Basil is show with hpr daughter Mrs,
Agatha Jacobs and grandchildren, Her dsughter MMrs, Jecobs

i1s heing taught the craft of asking the ministure Kootansi Canoe.
David Buckna, Second Yesr Art student Seliirk College is

on the right interviswing the family.

Three views of the model, Kootenai Canoce,
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