~ LOCAL

FC

3845

Cre

S66

LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL

i

B

- THE CROWSNEST PASS DURING THE DEPRESSION;

A SOCIOEONOMIC HISTORY OF SOUTHEASTERN
BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1918-1939
by

William Alexander Sloan




THE CROWSNEST PASS DURING THE DEPRESSION;
A SOCIOECONOMIC HISTORY OF
SOUTHEASTERN BRITISHE COLUMBIA,

1918-1939

by
WILLIAM ALEXANDER SLOAN
Bede, Notre Dame University of Nelson, 1966
A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT

OF THE BEQUIREMENTS FORE THE DEGREE OF

MASTER OF ARTS
in the Department
of

History

We accept this thesis as conforming
to the required standard

510, Rt

R4 Koy
(%JJ\EkJEAMﬁ

F_Rsy

()'WIELIAM ALEXANDER SLOAN, 1968
UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA

August 1968
SELKIRK COLLEGE LIBRARY
CASTLEGAR, BC




ABSTEACT
Supervisor: Dr. Eeginsld H. ERoy

The decade of the "thirties"'had profound effects on the
economic end sociél structure of Canades. Considerable resesrch
has exposed the trauma of the vast maljority, but historisns have
tended to apply the genersl trends affecting the larger politiecal
or geographlical areas o psrticulsr locsles or economic units,
The Crowsnest Pass area of Southeastern Zritish Columbis has
been treated in such = manner.

The three-year slump in trade postdeting the First YWorld
Wer was ended in most of Canads with & return to relative DTOS—
perity by 1923. But in mény areas the much-heralded prosyperity
was superficisl at best.. Throughout the decade, cozl end steam
as socurces of esnergy were gradually replaced Dy oil and other
easily transported fuels. The rallways which had played an integ-
ral role in pre-war prosperity were 1n constant difficulty =fter
the war. A number of costly strikes waged by the United Hine
Workers of America in face of wage cuts and periodic "lay-offs"
further reduced cozl orders. The entrance of a superior Alberta
domestiec coal into the msrket ecurtasiled ar outlet formerly filled
by British Columbis steam cosl. Demands of the Nova Scotlzs miners
for a subsidy that would allow competition with Pennsylvanla coal
for central Cansdian markets brought a ratalistory tariff by the
Un;ted States government on Crowsnest Fass cozl supplyling the
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American mid-west markets. The combined result of the afore-~
mentionsed fectors prostrated the only major industry of the
Crowsnest Pass throughout the two decades prior to the Sscond
¥orld War.

ficonomlec stzgnation of the reglion led to widespreasd unem-
ployment, Instruments for rellef of the unemployed had not been
created in the decede before 1929, Chsrity wss largely in the
hends of benevolent societies who were offten limited by 2 lack
of resources., Ly Tthe Time the more intense =ffects of worldwide
depression affiicted the area, fesidents were hardened to decline
ing economic ﬁonditions. |

Sociszgl trsums which sccompenisd the disastrous economic
recession, in wreaking severe hardships on the Indigent, caused
mejor adjustments in thelr thinking. ZRepercussions were Telt in
a2lmost every =zsvect of human relstionships and endesvor, as the
character of churches, schools, clubs, poliftical parties, hosp-
itals and fraternal soclietles were forced to undergo changes.

The attitudes of parents and famllles underwent msjor zdjustments
as the 2bility to properly clothe, feed a2nd educate their child-
ren was endsngered. Meny who had been geccustomed to the security
of regular incomes asnd savings for retirement were forced to live
on a mere subsisitence with no hope Tor the future,

Pressure of public opinion oﬁ the government brought action
only to satisfy minimum pollticel expedients. Decsuse the entire
region wass «conomlcally stagnant the dole would not sufflce.

Only a long-range retraining program could have esased the situa-
tion., As the standerd of living generally rose in Cznada durlng

the last half of the deczde the state of residents in the Crows-
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nest Pass correspondingly worsened. Dlssent was promulzated
through radicsl unions, unemployed associstions and local pol-
itical parties. The demands of the residents were not treated
seriously by 1936 because of the relstive prosperity of the rest
of Canada. The lzck of response to the plight of this cozl mining
region end the accompanying stigms that enveloped the indigents?
parasitic condition guelled all thelr initiative, It was not
until the lsrge~-scale srmansent bulld-up in 193% and the resulting
increased cosl orders for the Crowsnest mnlines that a2 premium was

placed on mine lsbour and the reliefl roles were reduced,
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CHAPTER I
<CONOMIC BASES OF THE BEGIOE

In the Straditionsl industrizl countries populaticn and
industry dends to concentrate avound nabtursl resourges o7
within ready azeceess of transportation youtes. IDowewer i

Canada, the largest cosl reserves are located ip isolated

13}

indugtrial center of the nation.

\

sxeas, far from bShe

In the ¥est, vest guantities of coal 2id not begome
available until the transcontimnentsl rallways snd the opening
of the prairles provided a markets A% 2 consegusnce of the
geological incatlion of ths cozl deposits and the relatively
recent avslilabllity of the princlipel reserves, irndusbrisl
development in Cansdz was foreed L0 resort to othsr sources
of energye The Ste Lawrence lowlands in the industrial heaxt
of Cansda had to rely on the Appalschlan cozl flelds of the
United States to £ill its reguiresments. Shipning of ccal‘
from Hova Bcotia and Caps Breton lIslandy and fror the Westarn
Provinces could be undertzken only under serious competitive
handicaPSel

The vast depositzs of cogl in the Crowsnest Pass sres

of British Columdbia lay in the chedew of this geozraphic dig=-

1y, T, Easterbrook snd Hugh G. J. Altken, Cemedisn Feomomie
Bistorye Tore, llaemllian Coep 1967, DDs 523=524, '
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advantage anl 4id not becoms eeoncmically important until the
lzst decade of the ninetesnth century vhen Iliscovery of ore
bodlies wes msde iy the Yest Kootenaye. Attenitlon was then
directed to =z need for facllitles to transnort the necessary
cozl for zmelters and reducilon furnages., The history of the
develormand of the Crowsnest Pass arez of Bxitish Columbls
gorresnorded with the fulfilliment of this essentisl service
by the construcitlon of the Crowsnest Branch of the Canadian
Pagiflc Hallway in 1898 and the Great Northerm Hallwey from
Gatewsy, NMontana in 1902.%
with the entry of James Je BHllly the Americzn railirosd

and ipndustrlsl bycoon, into the directorship of the Crow's
¥est Pass Copl “ompany in 19%13 gxi the completion of his
railreoad inbto the Anerican Midwest in the following year,
the Crowsnest Pass coaifields begame indelibly lipked €5 a
large metellurgical snd railrozd market. Industry in western
Zontanay Idaho and Hashingion soon becams as reliant on these
coalflields as the St. Lawrenoe lowlands industrisl complex
was on the Pennsylyvsnis cozlfielase®

A3 ¢oal markets nushroocmsd in rosponse o Tusl demevds of
5

the rameyons smelterg” in the Pzeific Yeorthwest and sounthern

27, A, Bickard, "A History of Coal Minimg in Pritish Col-
umbia,® The Miner, July, 1942, po 29

314,
4See Table XX.
SHarold Ae. innis, "The Kootenay Regions efter the Crowsness

Pass Rallwuay,® Bettlement and the restmanﬁm%i@inm,Exaﬁtigxgd
”‘01".9 ¥iacmillan Cﬁsg 939 k) e
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Fritish Columblia,a rumber of socessible coal sSesms were opehed
in the Crowsnest Passe The original cosl seams in the valley
of Coal Creek wers supplemented in 1898 by covelopment of rese
exves at Mlehesl Cresk, btwenbty-tws miles northgé and in 1901 by
the opening of mines near the intersechion of Herrlssey Creek
with the T1k River, ten miles to the sovnthe!

Progrerity of the communities which grew around the mine
sites was sizosh complekely Teliant on the ztate of the cosl

infdustrys with ths exzception ol Fermley, whose diversity of

towns and the lumber workers from the lsolated cmups, Fernmiels
nrogperity elimazed at the end of the Firpst ¥
L5000 people reslided in the copmumlsy, The Hichel collieries
developed into the most produchHive in the 5pass™E and the DTO=
sperity of the town directly paralleled that of the mines; a
pegk population of anproximately 2,000 was resshed inm 1920

before declining in the "twenbles® and “thiriies® %o sbout

6Tmenty miners from Cape Prebton Iszlerd begarn stockpiling
coel at Cozl Creek in 1897 althouzh the Canadiar Pacific
Beilway {hereafter referred to =2z PR} did not reach Fernle
until 1898 and Cozl Creek, five miles away, untii 18959,

7The Fernle coal baszin is & pezy shaped valley with its
nerrow portion to the north. It bas 3 length of zbout 34
miles, 2 mazimm width in the vicindly of Fernie of 12 miles
and covers an area of spproxzimately 230 sguare miles, =211 of
which is underlzin by coale ¥Erosion in these fields has
resulted in providing access to the ssams at the valley
lewal, thus not only facilitsting nining operztions bul pro=
vidivz conditions for rallway communicabtlon with the site of
operations. Description in Canada, RBeport of the 7Tloyal
Conmission on Coaly 1946, 1947, pe Ui,

Bxichel cosl hod most desirzaeble coking gqualities, wes
easlly accessible snd centrally locabed.




wlie
five hmnﬂred.g
The fate of ths town of @orrisseylﬁ which grew zround
the Cyow's Hest Pass Company mines opened in 1901L,was not so

fortunate. Ihe toym hed grown snd Trospersd throush 1902 and

_Hiner, hod been put Into
BT o

19035 s newspaper, the

operaticn, and substandigl residemtial and Pusiness conmune
ities flourished. However, expansion of the community level-
led off iw 1903 arnd 1904 when dangerous “outbursts® of gasll
killed a number of men and it was found that the ceosl in the
arsa wasrno ionger sultable for the %wo hundred forty coke
ovens whieh had recently been a@mpletedglg By 1910 Horrissey
mines wers abardoned by the Tompany and the community scon
dlzanpeared.

A similay faie éwaiteﬁ the community of Hozmer, eight
miles north of Fernie, which had evolved sround the Canadian

Pacific Rellwsy minss opened in 1906, The mines 2t Hosmer

34 ister community, Natal, grew immedliately to the sast
and the twe were united =25 & single community., Hichel-Hatal.
Je Jeo Denhelm, Uppubiished Heseaweh Hobes conceorning Fernie
Bistory compiled from Hewspabers, victoriz; Fublic Arehives

7o

of Zritish Columbig; Ne degs Ds

L09po communities were recognized abt the time; *“Morrlssey
Hipez® located at the confiuence of the ereek i3 what had
been commonly referred Lo a3 Horrissey, and Tlarbonado®,
leoecated sbout one=half mile ud the cresk, Fernie Histerical
Assoelation (hereafter referred to as FHA), Boekirackine with
Fexnie Historical issoelsgtiong Lethbridge, 3lta., lLethbridse
Herald, 1 s Do 05,

llﬂ@ntburats“ were 2ir blasts csused by ths sudden comprese
sion of alr when 2 pillary hanging well gave z27 under preszure
often T2ieszing methans and other deadly gases. “Bumpps® were
caused by z sudden collapze of o rigld stratum overlying the
coal after its removals Rickard, oDe eites PPe 28=30,

A AT

12pma, OPe_CiLey e 41,
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suarantesd a cozl supply for the Cansdlen Pacific smelter at
Treil which had besn bdaralyzed by repeated strikes against
the Crow®szs liezst Pass Coazl Companye When the Internsiional
Cpzl and Uoke Gonpany of Blalirmors entersd into 2 contract

1th Canadian Paciflec o supply = superior gualisy of ooal o

&‘:

.
38

(34

o

profitced at Hosmer in 1914, the community of nearly
3,000 was sbandonedet’

A company bown noet held in the hands of the Crow?s Yest
Tass Coal Qomnany wnich prospered in the firzt gu.riser of the
century was the communiby of Corbim, Founded in 1908 by the
railreal magnabe of Spokens, De Co Corbin, who had consolide-
ated 2 nunber of branch lines inte the railway network known
as the Ipokane Internationasl, Yhe btown prospersd zs z produser
of steam cosl for Americab markats and 23 a sourcse of donestie
eozl in Canzds snd the United Stabtese A fire in the most pro-=
ductlive arss of the mine reduced its vslue sonsidersbly in
1913,1“ Yut production eontimuad uptil 1935 when a major
Qtrike, caused a% leoast partlially by conditlons brauﬂh% on by
diminishing markets and profibts, resulted in its ciesurs amd
abandonment.

The Zli¥-Fiathesd zrea experisnced a remarksbls period of
growth which elimgzed gbout 1220 when a2 porulatlion of over

€4000 wmas reachedel’ The community used a3 the barometer of

lJibiﬂeg P 5%

i%Jonn Feney, Inlend Smpire, De Cs Corbin znd Spokane,
Seattle, Unive. ©f Washe. Presss; 1985, Be 222

1550¢ Table ITe
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SUce28s of the dlstrict wmas Fernle, The Coal Company cobviously
considered that @1l of iis opsrations ivn British Columbis
would centsy on thls picturesgue city situated on a wide shelf
.above the Zl¥ Hivery o7 no mihes were opened nsay ibs toun-
site snd sxzcept for coke mamufsetured within its zmonfines
vntil 1932, the communlibty was pollubtlon=frece 4T 1oz begin-
ning Feynie bl 211 the charscieristics of the cosl mining

shack tovn. Howsver, after the fire of 1902 it rose inbto e

very substantlal well-constructed eommumityié with imposing
public bulldings, paved streets, and cement sidewmlkss by the
early "thirties® it ecould boast of g begubtiful nark, llgensed
alrporty publiec vbilities, snd an asdequabe watsrvworks snd

asweyr sSysteme. Labellesd by tThe Fernie Free Presz a3 Fthe

Pittshurgh of the ¥West¥y; the city had survived twuec devastabing
fires and geversl crippling strikes, to become a stable come
punlty of over-&sﬁﬂﬁl7 with & highly diversified commerecial
eztablishment snd a vigoreus socigl climabe,

The communities in thse Urowsnest Pass inltislly were
18

tied melther zociglly nor commereclally with the %West Coasts

All roads and trails into the grea hed thelr origins in the

iSpeter the fire of 1908, a eit¥y by~law reaulired 211 build-
inge within & ten sguere bloek area to be of fire-proof cone
structione Intervicw with ¥re, Dan Chester, a former exployee
of the Crow's Hest Pass Coal Company (hersafter raferrsd to
as tha CHP? Coal Co.) ord resident of Cozl Creck snd Fernie

for most of the present centurye.

ol

73ee Table IIile

igg, Hughes, A History of Minins in the “ast Xootensy
District of Dritish Columbla, Edmeii. s BHpub. He £« Theslis,
Unive of Alta, g 19%3-}, Do ggn




United States, and the southern interior of ritish Celumbis
weg generslily held to be g nart of the "Indlan? “mpire® which

included =szasiern Oregong Veshington, wesktsrn Fontans and

L]

- F Y

A 1 o ; o a Rl
idahoe™’ The rell commection via the Grest Northern linked

when radie became = news medlium, many Orowsnest Pass residents
rreﬂaaahay listened o American broadoas? Zehool eonnetiis=
ions were held spelimst the nesrest major compebiiors which

vere elther from Eallspsll,; Honbtame oy Bpckaneg “Washl nwtom,wg

Teonomlcally the Trowsnest Pass dlistrict was more in-
elinsd Lo ties with the vroviness o the =ast, varticulszrliy
Alberta, In 1897 rates favoursble to tremsportation of staeple
goods frem the Prairie Provinces Lo the "Pass® had been intro-

duneed by the Cansdlan Peelfic Railway 4o inors:

o

z2 the vaylosd
on ewpty bozears coning west o rebturn with coal znd ores from

The Ee@temaysogg Geogravhio tles with £1lbexria; 2nd partliconli-

19Ivig.

——————

Egﬂdvert lzementz in the Fernie Freoe Press {herealiter referred

to as FER} regvlariy included Tates =n sconomy feres on the
Grest Gorthern to Us B» ﬁeinﬁs.

Zi%anruzl Debabe betweer Fermie High School and Ealispell
High Schools uocal and Genersl,® FEP, iiove 18y 1938, pe 5

220n Febe 1. 1897, Tabtes on zrain, flour, nay, ette shipped
in carlots were reduced from 10 to 3¢ cants per hundredwelight
o Lwer tymoz;e Xootenay tﬂﬁ.ni’%o Batee on butter, chesse ard
egge were reduced by smounts from 15 to 65 cents per hundred-
welghte IDlanksl raies were glvar te 2ll Kootensy noints on
drzgsed pouliry, measts, hogs, packed and frozen Tish z2nd pask-
ing house products. Innls; ODe Cltey, De 3080
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arly Calgary and Lethbridge thus were more reallstlic than
those with the West Coast or evem with interior cltlies, and a
vigorous interprovincial trade developesd between the districts.

Industry in the East XKootsnay area was confined to coal
aining snd lumbering during the Tirst two decades of this cen-
turys the latter being mainly dependent on the fortunes of the
former, The period of ralilway construction snd opening of the
coal mines. was paralleled by feverish sctivliiy in the lumber
industry. Lumber initislly was desired for. camps To house cone
struction workers, to provide rallway ties and bridges, station
houses end rolling stock. With the completion. of the railway,
sawmills in the ®Paszss¥ further acecelerated output to provide
mine props, and facilities for coal handling.2> The towns
which grew sround the mines were lasrgely of wood frame con=
struction, with the exception of Fernie which after 1908 was
of stone and bricke 1In addition, the completion of thz Crows-
nest branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway provided s trans-
portation 1ink with the Preirie Provinces which were entering
a prolific periocd of expansion and whosge lack of timber re=-
sourees nzcessitated large-~scale imports from scut of the prov-
ince, much of which was supplisd by the East Kootenay area.zn
Semmills were loecated in the Cedar Valley near Fernie, at West

Pernie, at Lumberton near Cranbrock and in the XKocotenay Valley

231n 1903 there were 24 sawmills employing 1,800 men in
cperation in ths East XKootenayse Ibides De 307

24y, ¥ Mercer, "Growth of Ghost Touwns,? ggyal Commission on
Forestry, 1944, pe. 12 and Harold &. Innls, “The Lumber Trade
in Cenada,” Essays in Canadisan Sconomic History, Tor., Univ.
of Torog 19659 De 2@5- ‘
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at Herdner, ¥Waldo and Jaffray. Tie camps in the Pull River
Grainage, at Cansl Flats in the Upper Xootenay Valley and at
Tahk, weat of Craznbrocsk surplied the Cansdisn Paclfic with

f Fermie an’d Cresnbrock evolved sz business

b
e
4

£

Y
ot
e
()

2]
Q

$

centers for the logging cemps which dotited the asr:a. Htanle
conmedities, secomodsiion, enterisimment fzelilitles, end trane

6

X . L o
sportation links wsre routed throwgh theszs fwo commupnlilaesg.”

i

The snd of lumbering in ths BEast Kootenay syes was ef=

fected by thes large-scale logging and numerons fires which

g

afflicted the area, combined with the loss of human resources

to the Yirst world bFare Particularly ssrious were the many
fires which hed repesitedly devasiated larze arsaz of the coun-
trys mining the s011 0 the state where vast trzets wmere tob-
ally unproduetive.?? Furtherwore the degsde which ended in
1914 witnesssd the virtusl snd of the agrieuliural frontler
and its attendant demand for lumber, After 1914 the frontier
moved north into the Peace niver country which had azbundant
tinber rescurces To subport lis own pommlation, Yhen the men
of thz Zast Kootenays rsturnsed from the wary they found ths
lumber indusbtry was zimost at a standstili, Hany of the lume
ber workers moved north into the Upper Columbdia Biver drainage

and were absorbed into pewly developing forest industrios.

25£ﬁiercer9 Ons _Ciltey DzSSime

265311ton Young, Eariy Days of logsinz on the oWy e Dey
Tie W‘bﬂg J'ﬁly '79 196&'9 Te 250

27Meyaar, OPo Cites DDe 20=21,
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A Tew obhbalined erployment in the ezxrpanding meizllurglcecsl in-
dustry 2t Trzil and Eimberiey rut s considersble number wers
unable to obbalin regurlsy envloyment and were foreed to join
the ranks of uvnemployed which swelled with the re-absorption
of First ¥orld Yar vetsrans. 28

Agrieuliture =g & ilvelihood 4id not beceome g foree in
the Crowsnast Fass. The elimete of the region, though relst-
ively moderate was egdverssly sffectsd by tha high altitude;29
and the gold winterssQ in combinetion with poor =21l condite-
ionst 1limited asgriculture to o minimum, Restricted by the
same cualificetions which were favocurahle 0 thsz development
of mining, the shalliow, stony soll reguired feriilization as
well as eareful tillage., Crass wes sbhundsnt on the few nhe
tinbered mesndows snd small-scale ranching wzs possibvle where
other crops could not he raised. 4 few small forms and
renches grew on the few awsble benches zlong the Elk River,
The sdvent of agriecultural ssszoclisbtions in the “iyentiss®
influenced a great improvemsnt in the standards of azricules

ture; rertieularly in the vicinity of Fernis end Elke, but

28Ipida, ppe 21-23

2%a1vitudes ranged from 2,480 to 3,100 feet in the lower
valley =nd nearby mountains ranged from 7,006 to 9,000 feet.
yﬁnhalmvg QDa it.g Pe be

30yinter sets in during Hovember ard continues until Harehs
temperatures range from freezing level to about zero and as
low as forty degress bhelow zerc. TAverage Snowfall,” FFE,
Jans 22, 1932; pe 1 and "sSnowfall 153 Inches,® IFP, Jatie lg
1935, pe 1.

Ipritish Columbiay Department of Lamids and Foresis, "The
Brown Eaﬁosolic Zon=,y® Seeomd Resources Conference, 1949,
Mo 17e
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gecgrerhiecal condlticons hindered a sigable infilux to the land,

By 1918 the =secnomy of the Crowsnest Pass had reached a
prosperous plabteals The average weekly wage of ecoal miners
sxceeded the average industrial wege 1n the provinee by more
than Pive dollarse. 2 The mines were at msximum employment Lo
neet demandés for cogl 0 smelt the vast quantlity of metal re=
aunired in martime°33 Bhorbage ©f manpower in the servieass hed
offgset the affect of bterminstion of lumbering in the fast
Kootenagys and full emnloymeni became an aceepied fsei over
thz durstion of ths ware

Sowever, wlth 2 return to pPoacetinme sponony, reductlon
of the rotes of nroduction put many men oub of work and the
sgituation was inten=liTi=d when thousands of returning veter-
ans enbtered thz labour foree., Soldlers gxmd in rellef lines
and énrveyeﬂ *abese® businessmen who had'aecumulated grast
wealth Through wartime industry whils they were risking their
lives for thelr country. Conseguenitly when ideas advocating
vublic ownershlp and eguallization of weelth were heard, they
were wail reo@éved by the dissident elaments,

The One Blg Unlon was the principal manifsstsiion of
thigs dissent znd gained considerable favour zeross the couns
trye In the Crowsnest Pass the movement galned a folliowing
with meznitude second only to that of Hinnipeg. In addition
to the varions forees which csused a recession in the coazl

industry of the ares, the burgeoning redical union disrupied

= . S
J230e Table Zxl.

33inmis,
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the fulfilliment of existing markeds. A major strike was eal-
led in 1919 whieh lz3ted elght months and minor stobpages were
enforced in i920 and 1922. The situation reached sz climax dure
ing the negotlations of 1924 when management sttempted to re=
duce wages in face of deteriorsiing world markets.3” AN unsug=
cegssful strike ensued whleh broke the baek of the labour pove-
ment in the "Pass and sew piners reiturn to work at drastically
reduced wWagsSe

In sugust of 1923 s financisl calemity of a different
nature struck the citizens of Fernle. *he Home Bank of Csnada,
one of the busliest branches in the city, filed for barkruptey
and suspendsd the payment of depesihseﬁﬁ The eitizens lost
heavlly es deep inroads were made into the life savings of
many residents whieh added te s growing distrust of existing
institutions,

The Tirst indlestion of deelininz markebs for Crowsnest
Pass coal was felt immeéiately after the war when reduction
of governpent orders for coppey forsed elosurse of the Granby
smelter, =z valusble cugtomer of the Coal Company and co-sharer

of an awmere36 Albertae coal entered inte the Bridtiszh Columbis

5% ora Triiish
h@ Hinisﬁer

Columbla, uepartment
1925,

Labour {heraai‘ter

35Benholm, OPs Cites Po 85

Lo T

JoInnis, Sgtilement and the Frontiers, p. 289
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a
narket for the Tirst time in the =a¥ly "btwenties” and dige
plsead 2 smzll portion of the market?? The Fordney=lcCumber
tariff3® togebther with the use of California oil ss fuel by
locomotives of The Grezt Horbhern Rallway put an =nd o s
profTitable outlet39 in the United 3tatesy the mainstey of
Crowshnest Pass coal merkets. Im addition to wresting sway
the railwey markabts of the Paelfiec lNorthwest; the swltenh Trom
coal~Tueled sheam power e oll and hydro=clectric power ended
a large portion of the meitallurgical industrial market of
the azeaahg
Zimuitaneous o ths desliine in ooal ovders 2nud the Lsrm-

ingtion of logging sciivity in ths "Pazg¥; a decrease in employ-

mand was experiemneﬁ.bl Inmediately Tollowing the end of the

37Tennage of coal brought into British Columbla from Albertas
19185 54,860 1927 187,028 1931 193,060 1935 221,758
1920 128,850 1928 262,198 1932 136,188 1936 244,928
1925 117,037 1929 247,060 1933 119,026 1937 269,023
1926 127,858 1930 227,385 193% 123,968

Eritish Columbla, Depertment of Fines, Anmusl Report of the
Hinisger of Mines, {hereafter veferred toc as ABHNI, 1930,
1931, pe A322 and 1937, 1936, pe G%

Bgﬁamuel Filiot Forlison, Ih X N
P , N 7 3 Pre:s )
Pecrle; e Xoy G;fgru Unive Pressy; 19

e Oxford History of The Amerisan

655 To 9233

39mr9 Neill, ¥, P,y Comoze=Alberni, "Tariffs cult off Fernle
Harkets,® in Cansda, Psrlisment, Houss of Commons, Qfficial
Beport of Debates, ¥ay 9, 1933, Pe 4766,

qunﬂisg Settlement =nd the Frontlers, ppe 04, 315=717,.

ﬁlﬂ poste=war high of 1,774 men employed in Zast Eootensy cosl
mines in 1921 deelimed to 1,538 in 1922 and except during the
1924 labour strife, aversged sbout 1,400 until 1928 when a
slisght ipecreass was experienced dus %o =2 burst of spsculadlive
sctivity in base mebals with attendant cosl demands for smelbe
inges Flgures of emdloyment are 1ot zlways =zccurate since in
slack times miners uorked only one or two days Der week, 3ee
Table XVIII and Innls, Scitlement and the Frontlers, ps 316.
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First Horld %ar the eoonomic nroblems oF the aves wers further
acoentuated by bthe number of redburned veterans seoking work,
A period of exceedingly low smployment, discord in lsboup-=hane

-
3

agement relatlions znd increased soclal 4 %0

b

ndigent e¢ltizens

B

bty

wag exXperisnced. By the mid "itwenties® many of the unemployed

in the "Pass® moved on to exployment in aliternative industries
which uere experiencing unprecadented eZpsnsion. Although
migration of the surping lsbour azllowved the pajority of reszide
ents fﬁll emmioyments seasenal Tluchtustions of merkets resulted

in pericdic ®lay=olfs® and "slow-downs®.



CHAPTER 11
HARDSHIP AND ADJUSTHENT

The depression uhich afflicted the Crowsnest Pass in
1930 was not 2 markedly different szperience for the residsnts
than the recession which had been taking place in the area
since the First dorld dar. NMiners hal sxpericnced =2 drastie
cut in wages in 19241 and had suffered periodle reductions
thereafterag Production had desressed te the state where
eprual summer layeffs wers the rvlé, art full emplioyment was
seldom experlienced gven at rsduced wages. khen the severe
depression presipltated by ths ¥2ll 3breet “orash®™ caused a
devastabing economie regession in ¥estern Cansda, the degrec
of retrenchment in the Crowsnest Pass was less drestic since
the economy of the area wzs slready at a low eban

Xevertheless, the winter of 1929-19730 was g critleal
nericd for many unemployed pecdle zince the instruments of
distributing rellief hed not yet been created. At Coal Cresk
nearly four hundred men were peymanently dismissed in the aute

unn of 1929 and the balarece were working half=time or as 1little

lsee Tavle e

2pritish Columbla, Depsriment of Lahour, ABEL, 1929, 1930,
Te- L?b
3953 tustion Discussed,® FFP, Febe 1%, 19305 Do 1o

=1 5
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a8 two days per weék.& 4 crueial situztion developed when
the 1limited cbaiitlas were Unable to sccomodate ths growing
relief demsnds® snd the burdenm of providing relisf snd arreng-
ing publie works fell on the munieclpality of Fernie, FEmploye
ment on clty-~owned wmater sysbten 1mprmvemén$s was apportioned
anong the lndigent and parmits to cut snd transpm:t woodl from

the park were 1ssued.é

The unemployed wers thwarted in
gttempts to obtzsin free coal from the Crow's Nest Coal Conmpbany,
tut were sllowed the same privilages sz the miners who obbtained
coal at less than reisil cest.7 Besolutions by Fernle City
Council demsniing immedliate zid for thé uremployed outside the
city linlts were succezsful to the extent thet highway improve-
ment projects were undertsken, but zfter s month's durstion

these wers sungpended dus to = lack of funda.e

li’-”‘Send. ¥ore Telegrams,® FFP, Hey 2, 1930, ps 1.

5in 1929 the Fernle branch of the Canadisn Legion donsted
3807,85 for groceries, beds and meals Tor the needy; 3M00.69
was spent on rellef projects Ffor the unemployed and of this,
#200 was donated by City Council while #273.15 wes gziven to
other charities, ®Fernle Leglon Activitissy,® FFP, Dees. 12,
1929, pe 6o The Ladies Benevolent Society, on= of the leading
charitable organizations, provided fundis for only seven famile
ies during the rfall of 1929, 9City Counclil Feebting,™ ibid,
Figures from other benevolent organizations wers not published
by the FFP, but because the twe quoted wers the only regularly
reported donors to ths unemployed their contributions wounid
undoubtedly represent the bulk of voluntary relisf.

6Bv Barych 1930, thirty permlits hsd been lssued for cutting
wood in the park. 2City Council Mesting," FFP, iare. 7, 1930,
Po le

7“ﬁavvr Mekes Statement,® FFP, Oct. 10, 1930, ». 1,

BThe articles "Tom Ushill Gets Busy,” FFP, Feb. 1%, 1930,
Pe L4, "Road ¥ork Underway,® FFP, Febe 21, S 1930, De 1, ®City
Council Feeting,® ibid., and "Coml Creek Notes,® FFP,

Far, 2B; 1930, De £ portray the extent of the public workse
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hesidents of the compunity of HicheleNatsl were simil-
arly affected by declining markedss Adthough some miners weye
only enpioyed one or Two days per week and experlenced severs
herdships,; there were no large-seale dlsmissals of the namnli-
vde that afflicted Coal Creek ard, by extension, Fernise®
Hiichel=Ratal coaly due to 1is superior cualilties and =ase of
recoveryy rabalned a proportionately lsrger market then that
of ths Copl Cresk colliery, and the copmunity behefited accorde=
inglye.

Sinmlier to Hlechel-Natsl, Corbin wes completely depende

TN
ke

enttY on the coppany and its coal markets. However, the rese

idents of the comwmunity enjoyed the most stebls conditions in

3

the Crowsnest Pass during the early years of ths depression,
The Corbin Gosl ani Coke {ompany Limitedllvrelied mainly on
the steam cozl merkeb, which wes feasoﬁably constant and their
mines beeama noted Tor the largest per ca@ita production of
any fiegld in the East K@ate“aESolz 1t was not until coal-cute

ting machinery snd lerge lsbour saving steam shovels were

Q“ﬁiohel end Natsl Notes,® FFPy Ocbe 17, 1930; pu 4. See
aiso Toble XiXe

1ﬁ”he Corbin Cozl and Coke Compeny owned all vroperty in
the btownsite until a few months before the sirike of 1935
when houses were sold o those who desired thehe

1din 1929, 2 reorganlizetion of the conmpany changed the nane
to Corbin Collieries Ltd. YLocal and General,® ;FP, Dec. 6y
1929g e 5o '

127n 1518 the rate of ocutrut for cach man underground was
2,066 tons Tfor & 291 day year. Highest comparative outnut
in Coal Creek mines was 14355 tons in 1941 and at Hichel,
158 tons in 1942, The cozl st Corbin was close $o the
surface and cozl-cuiting mechinery could be used, hBughes,
ODs £ltey Do TPl




introduced that unicn opposition dlisrlayed by 2 mejor sbtrike

foresd closurs of the mines inp 1935.13

The situstion in the gity of Fernmie during the sumasy

M

and svbumn of 1930 improved only slighitly. BHowever, = system
of reglstration of unomployed was introduced which »ub inteo
the hands of the city concrete evidance of the dllemmz 2nd an
.instrumEﬁt o axtrest 21d from the provinelsl and federsl zZove
errments, LY In addition, the zmunleipelity established » iocel
rezidence gusiificstion, which predated the federal version
and reguired ninety day®s residence before relie? could be obe
tainedsiﬁ ¥unicipzl rellief works were underisken during the

was aeduslly sccomplished slinece

L)

but very 1itil

(1)

sumemar of 193
workman took the attitude that the city was econshructing end
maintaining public works at the expemse of the nkemployad.
A few men intentionsilly staged “slow-downa™ in order %o extend
the projscie as lonzg as na&szblelé which resulied in thelr
cessation except for iimited“wqu-cu ting ovpraticmq 17

The terminstion of large-stale hayvesting onerstions in
the Preiris Provinees was one of the éost deeply Talt foreeé»
mhich affected the employment sitnabion in 1930, The schéme
was first orgzanizaed in 1921 undey the austices of the British

Colunbis Govermment Employment Service. Raellweys granved

1310g.
i4¥mcity Couneil Meeting,™ FEP, Augs 8, 1930, Ps 1l
151pid.5, Septs 59 1930, Do 1.

161p19,, anz. 22, 1930, pe 1.

17u5e1sef Hork Commenceds™ FED, Ocoty 2l 1930, pe 1 and
"Unemployed FProblems,” FFP, Hov, 28, 1930, pe la
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reduced rates during s iimited period, snd men snd women were
gueranitesd 2 ninioun wage znd employment hervesting grain by
he imployment Services of the Alberba and Saskatchewsn goverhs
ments»lg The inmtrcoduction of the “combima”lg ami automabed
threshing after l92ﬁ2@ reduced the mumber of migrant haxveste-
ers but not emouzh to pravent over 10,000 British Columbia
workers, the majority Trom the Crouwsnest, Hed and Yellowhesd
Pass areas, fTom Participeting in The harvest of 1928.%% The
destructive fores of the physical elements and the depression
of morkets prectieslly ended the annual migfatéoﬁ by 1953C when
only siztyezsven Uritish Columbia residents were empnloyed,
Thus an integral lsbour safeby valve during the summer lay-o0ffs
of the ®iwyenties® was cvlosed to itne Orowsnest miners and re=
mained so for the balance of ths éepressi@nazz

The winter of 1931 im the Crousnest Pass was extremely
difficult 23 money from a new reilefl instrument initiated by

the fedesral ﬁovernmeBEZB wag siow in negotlating Duresucratic

18§rit13h Columbla, Deverbment of Labour, 0F. €it.. 1923,
rs G42a

195 Teombine® was 2 nzchine operated by one manr which
eoabined the eutting and thresghing operstionss

20:ine combine eut lsbour by about one-seventh where 1t was
useds Iin 1927 there were 195 machlires ir Alberia; snd by 1928,
190921; British Columbiz, Department of Labour, Qgg 2; ﬁca 12 2,85
Po J4Te . '

2la totsl of 10,812 British Columbis workers helped harvest
the 1928 eT0Da Ibidcg 19 219 p.YES.
2212;1‘(10 »

2311 projects nere To be withip the comditions as set dowm
by the Feir Weges =rd Zight Eour Day Actg 1930, Only goods
and materizls of Canadlan mamufacture were 0 be used and
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channels. HellsP ocutlays hsd eroded apvroxinsitely fifty Dere
cant of the 1931 eollectsbis teXes, vhich caused vublic works
te slow down a27beyr the Hew Year and ferminste 2 short time

lsters 24

Destitute residents of the "Pass™ ereated & zreant
furor snd provoked both dominion awl provimeisl governments to
pronise Mayor Gobes of Fernie thaot no one was to be uitheut
food, clothing or fuel. Unemrloyad mére sncouraged o pick
cosl a2t the coke oven dumpy soreen Psleck™ slong the Canadizn
Peoific tracks,; and cut wood in the mark for mwhich the city
wauia nrovide transy@rtatﬁom,gs A “Christnoags Cheer and Rel-
iaf Pund® organized hy the Rotsry C1lub zubseribed 2 lorge sum

26 and zave

of money bo provide gid durd the festive gesazdn,
the surnlus %o held the most severe cases of wani, Unsaccesgw
ful attempis to obtaln free coal ¢ during the winter months were
made by the newly formed unemployed commitles 1n $on3unctieh
with Mre. Thomss Uphill, ¥. L. A for Fernie., A cost-of=liviang
index eompiled by the FPernmir and District Unemployed 2ssoolas=

tion for 2o famlily of five was used az a criterion by Tthose on

gontracts on the Drojeets were to be granted only to Canadisn
censtruction flmse. 2All persons employed were to be residenis
of Canpada, and as far as possibley, of the leoeglity in whieh
the work was to bo performed, In no cosze was discrinination
o be made o7 permitied in the epploymsnt of persons whether
bty reasom of thelr rpelitical affilistion; razce or relipglous
viewss PEritish Columblsy Depasriment of +he éttorney~&eaaralﬁ
C@rrasncaﬁenﬁb- artse, 7Hhs 77 & 78, Septe 22, 1930, :

~#“rimal Couneil Meeting,®™ FFD, Jahe 16y 1931, De le
251vid..
26mpinally Reaches $2619.84," FFP, Dece 26, 1930, Ds Le
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relief to document Thelr demends for aid.g?
Jvor: the reeeidt of finansial ald from the {federal gove
ernment the murdeipsllily proposed o exbtend the waterworks
ard sL0orm sewers znd clear sn a2ir 35rips A furvhey proposal
to clsar 10,000 acres of arable 1aﬁﬁ in the BlX valley wos
rejected a5 100 exmensive by & meetins of the unsmployed and
ity Tathers. 28 Tenoorary messures to creats work led the
1ty agsin ¢ anisyr into the woode-cutiling business in Jaruary
of 1931929 Within s rcntm the venture was vlagusd by an
eighty=mar 3trike for more wages, A% The root of ths discone
tent was ths belilef thet the unemployed were resulred o work
i1 oxder to oblaln rellefl which ln other Jeocslitlies was being
ontained without performing @orks.ga The wood-cutltinse exXper-
iment cerxried into the spring vul was charsclierized by dls-
sgreements snd stoppages. The unsmployed used the projsct =s
s device Lo dTey atbention Lo Thelr disapproval of tThe shilire
relisf ?fogramajl
Competition for the few jobs craabted under the reliefl
nrograr was exbtremely bitter. The eoriterizs for determining
recipients of avallable work became increasingly complicateds
Initielly uma rled men were given priority on alil vrojects bul

the grest nuﬁber of married unemnploysd necessitated some means

27apinal City Couneil Heeting,® FFR, Jem. 16, 1931, p. 1.
28uyayor Mekes Statement,” FFP, Otte 1Cp; 1930, DPe .
2%9%3n the waod Pusiness," FFP, Jan. 30, 1931, De 1.
Pmycos Cutters on Strike,® FER, Peb. 27, 1931, Do 1o

Hugity Council Heeting,” FFD, Ape 10, 1971, Do 1l
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of further selection among theme The competitive prineiple
of pricyrity %o the most industrious workers gave way to the
degree of plight. Nost zinzle unsemployed reallzed the fomily
men®s dire need for relief and the few who 4id wpoti, recelivad
very 1ittle sympathye a%t was difficult for administrators teo
Justify to the industriocus single worker who had been performe
ing 2 credible Jjob on pukliec works that o less able morker
than himself deserved his job on the basis of naaessity.Bz

Instsnees of capable cltizens unable to sustsin then-
selves incrsasingly 0ccureﬁ33 and mimerousz cases of want anong
the aged, orphaned children, and vhysiezlly incapscibated and
mentally ill veople appsared before City Counell. MHany femile
ies in the “Pass® who believed thelr provlems dessyved speciad
attention appesled to the locsl authoritiese Three to four
hundred men were still unemployed in Fernle and many were in
danger of leosing thelr homes iT thelr pebitionsz to couneil te
work off tax dsbbs were not granted.Bh The Coal Company =¢-
gulezced to the raquest that blocks of uncgcunied land at the

north end of the clity be opened for gerdenirg by the unemplioyed.

The city conmplied by supplying water fo the lend ot reduced

iu‘

32upine Program 2dopted,® FFP, Septe 25, 1931, P. 1.
332 mother of a femily of six ranging in =age from ten to
twenty stated befors City Couvnell thabt she had barely snough
food without consideraticn of clothes, school hooks =nd other

necessitles., Demands that her husband be given more work
thar the two days a weesk he recelved in the mines were met
with the rerly thaot meny were in worse siralits and were retge
elving no employment. ¥City Council Neebing,® FFP, Jume 5,
1931, pe 1o ‘

PIblde, Hay 2, 1931, Do le



. ~23-
rates3D and the provincial govermment introduced a program of
providing free garden.seed=36

If the depression was anything less than continent-wide
meny of the single men and a few of ths heads of families
would have left the area to seek work, but every day trans-
ients who rode the trains into Fernie to beg a bzre subsise
tence 37 were living evidence of ths distress and disillusioh—
mnent in =211 parts of the country.

The various levels of government were adept in utilizing
the unemployment problem in the ®Pass” as a "political foot-
pall™. A visit to the distriet in the spring of 1931 by a
lezding minlster of the Telmie goverrment must have served to
reveal the gravity of the situation in the srea; but the only
solace to the unemployed was summed up in the comments ¥as
soon as the Dominion government outlined its polliey in regard
to relief funds they [%he provincial governmengl would be able
.to,relieve the situation“Bs

The British Columbia government was soon faced with such
acute finsncizal conditions in the municlpalities and unorgane
ized territories that by July immediate measufes were taken to
alleviate the provineial situation perding mobilization of a

new federal program. 4 system of registration was intro=-

35Ibid. s ¥May 8, 1931, pe 1.

36§§itish Columbia, Department of Lsbour, ODs £ites 1935,
Do KO,

37?Unemployment Conference,” FFP, June 19, 1931; p. 4.

=
Fwueity Council Meeting,” FFP, May 22, 1931, p. % and
PMinister Bruhn Visits Fernie,® FFP, May 15, 1931; Pe 1l.
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4
duced’? and temporsry nighway projects wers begune Shortly

afiery the province introduced its prograr of summer relisf

]

the federsl agreement undsr the "lUnemployment snd Faorm tellief
41

€

sct” eapme into effects The combined =214 of ths two levels

&

of goveryment eased condlilions considerably. A% Fernle, im=
nrovenent of the systenm of mater supply, besutificebion of

the clbty park end improvement of the alrstrip was undertaken, 2
Ths Clty Inginesr s hesad of the relief comnittee for Fernie
regommeniad that 2 systen tailored to local cordiitlons he
introduced wheraby reglstered married miners vtho we¥ys oiity

residents would bhe shgpged on rublic works on Fonday of each

week apd unenployzd married residents wounld work the remaining
%3

3
g
s

four days of the wesks. 8 would supplement the niners?

39The new systen of registraiion resaulred an unemployed DeP=
son to report to the local govermment agent personsl particuls
ars which were written on z card and had o be presented to
obtaln relief, The exect rumber of unemployed, those who were
residents, and theilr individual plisght, whether absolutely des-
titute, or Just regquiring housing or food or both was deber-
mined., “Hinister Bruhn Visits Fernie,® FFP, Nay 15, 1931, pe 1.

@QThe public works projects proposed by the province would
have included 2 meln trunk highway from the Alberta border o
the Coast and up the east side of Vancouver Isliand, supple-
mented by work inm Dritish Columbisfs nastional psrks projeeise
"Relief Measuves,” FFE, July 8, 1931; ps 1.

L
LlEetweeﬁ 829,006,000 and 38,000,000 was to be spent in Brite
ish Columbis from the times of the commiitment to april i, 1932,
Of this smount thz provineliasl zovermment would svend sbout
23,000,000, "the federal... sbout the seme or a littls more,
erd the municipzlities the remainder.® The rroprenm 1as de-
sisned Yo employ up to 20,000 men on provineiasl morks. At the
time about 50,000 men were registered ez unemployeds, ®Fins
Program Adopbed,” FFD, Sephts 25, 1931y Pe 16

g"’@’;:5""Eai:epaye:rs to Deeide,® FIFP, July 24, 1931, Do 1s
bBAﬁ the time the clty had 122 part btime miners on the Day=

r0ll one day 2 week and 50 working four days 2 week.  Fundse
mentally the progranm was designed 3o ralise the earnings of 211



-25=
wages anf art the ssme time permit the uremployed a conparable
incomes nesidents would siso bae a2llowed to work for overdue
taxes, waters and iight Bills whieh would be dedueted Trom

b
thelyr wagese ** The effsct of

b-!)

nancial =21d from 21l levels

of government was o supply s11 of ths indlgant with some form
of ralief zrd to ralse the residents® standerd of 1livinsg to a2
subsistencse level, |

A3 ths unemployed situastion essed Auring the serine of

1931, the weather became lncreasingly hot and 4ry snd indirectly

#)

Talged a serious soclial problem in Fernie. A3 the humidity
fell forest fires ab variocus times threatensd to wipe oult Hor-

rissey, Cedar Valley and Corbin, =und = major coniliagratio

>

»

radueced nuch of the Eeotenay River valley to blacksned
stumys;uﬁ imlike the ye=ars of prosperiiy when Forest Service
officisls had great Aifficuliy obizining fire Tighters, hupd-
redis of pen moved inte the Crowsnest Pass o sesk =mployment,
The iaflux continued to suech an extent thet Fernis City Couneil
Was fcraed o boke steps 1o ensure thst the fesred Thoko hune
zile® was confined to a partlcoulszsy srese City hsalih officisals

were instrucied to inspect the vapldly congreszating transients

residents, aminers on “short® time and umemployed, np to the
level of £30 every two weeks., %Local and Geneyaly,™ FFZ,
Oete 1@; 19315 Pe 50

Yhpurlic works were to be carried on irresrective of westher
ant d=sys could not be banked or losmed. Unemployed members of
the eity fire brizade were to be given twoe days'! work a wesk
to ensure that tkey would not be foreed into relisfl camps and
thus sndanger the city with 1ll-trained recrvits. *City
Council Heebing,™ FEZ, Octs 2, 1931, Po L»

Y5wpne Firs Situationg® FFP, fuge 21y 1931, De le

SELKIRK COLLEGE LIBRARY
CASTLEGAR, BG - _
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for typhold fever snd other communicable dliseases, Within
a short $ime it beecame obvious o the destliiute transients
that availlable jobhs fighting firves would easily be filled by

the large number of local unemnloyed, ard zith Tthe coming of

3
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o
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£

a1l rains to dasmosnr the Fires thes *hobo junsle
The Tirst indicarlion that ths govermment would sssume
the major rasyonsibiliiy for the unemployed cccured in 19731
when oubllc works camps were created in British Columbize The

s,

willingness of the Tederal goverment to provide materlzl =214

9]

ok
ng
@

to operste the camps was bagle o the introduetion of DYO=
areme. Howmever,; tremendous pressure hsd alszc been sxerted by
the munlcelopzilities, Thelr task of providing for the married
unemrloyad tarltrupted thelir remources and resulted in the nege
lect of the single umamployad.a? Thus the r2lief camps were
founded in order o provides means Tor The single degbtitute
menegg

The mushroomling rellef y&egra mut ipko motlion by the
ennounecsnent of the federal Unemployment and Farm Relisf Aet

of 1931 wzs set baek by a2 request in Setober for the'prbvinces
to reduce the rate of reliel erxpendliiures zs much ss noszible,

it was suggested thalt through rotation of availsbie rublie

Méﬁ?ﬁfﬁi% Will Heve JHD@lE;” FEPgs AUZe 149 i931; pe 1o
B7ucity Councll Feeting,® FFPs May 8y 1971, e 1.

ggFiva camps were 1n operation in the Crowsnssi Pass intere
pitterntly throughout the denpressioni two near the provineisl
boundery at Crowsnest and one esch st lHeGinmnis, Wlka, Loon
Lekes and Port Steecle, Heglstratior in the ®Pass® area hed
reached 1,350 men by nid-Sepbenber, 1971:. See Toble X =nd
1,350 Have Registered,” FFP, Sepbte 1l 1931, Pe 1o
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vublic works the rellief monlies be spread thinner so thsat
10,000 to 15,000 indigents not provided for under the present
budget could be employed in the wintexr momths.n9 To comnply
with this reqguest it was decided in Fernle that work for all
city reliel employees would be reduced to two days per week
comrmencing December 31, 1931.,5D However the critical state of
affairs in the district permitted no large~scale reduction in

1
rellef vpayments.

The mines at Cosl Creek were at thelr lowest point during
1932?2 The number of days worked was hsglf that of the ten year

averzge snd the number of men hed now dropped to slightly over

49npominion Says Go Easy," FFP, Octe 28, 1931, e 1.

50In Fernmie the City Counecil was forced to eut salaries.
"Council Cuts Saleries,” FFp, Nov. 65 1931, Pe 1.

5“Pecause of the high expendifures felt by the province in
the spring of 1932, in mid-gsummer the British Columbia Minister
of Public %orzs, Mr. Bruhn, snnounced the halving of the num-~
bers of men receiving assistance in ths provincial camps,.
"Cutbting Down Camps,® FFP, July 29, 1932, p» 1. It had been
decided earlier to expel 2l1ll non-residents znd instructlions
went out ordering some 2,000 transients out of ths province,
%Not for British Columbiz Alone,;® FPFP, June 24, 1932, p. 7.
This section led to a2 reliefl btoard created jointly under fed=-
eral znd provincial suspices, and the transfer of sll single
homeless men from the citles to camps where they would be
cared for at dominion expense. Under the vlan the dominion
took over several provincisli relief camps which were utilized
solely to accomodate single homeless men whose relisf simul-
taneously was terminated in the cities. The federal governe
ment bore ths cost of foody; clothing and maintenance while
the expense o7 administrztion apd provision of camps and
equipment was borme by the provinee. British Columbisa,
Department of Labour, “Belief Act, 1932," ope citss 1933,
De G223

523t Michel 159 days were worked in 19323 the ten year
average was 209.4 days per years see Table XVII,.
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half those employed in 1929.53 For many of the contrzet nin-
ers the scarcity of shifts was not a great handicap since it
they had =z vssscunably productive ”face”5g and an industrious
partner they could earn in excess of ten dollars a day. Hut
contrasct mining had its negative effects in that a few very
proficisnt miners could fill the company's orders consequently
fewer were given employmente The asverage weekly wage in the
British Columbia cosl mining industry had fallen nearly ven
dollars from an alletime high ir 1920 and because most niners?
wages were gb best based on ome or Lwo shifts, the weekly rate
zt Coal Creek zmounted to only five or ten dollsrs per weék.55

For the Tirst tine the pecopls of Fernis were on the verge
of starvation, and during the summer months of 1932 & large
mumber of children were wlthout shoes56 arnd clothes and were
generally malnourished. The status of orphaned children, in-
valide and the infilrm bordered on the tragic as they felit the

effects of the depression and the governmenis® fallure %o

53In Cozl Creek, 76 days were worked; the ten year average
was 14863 per year. The numbers employed dropped from 729
in 1929 to 345 in 1932. See Table XVIII.

Shapgcen or ¥plzsee®, W, J. Cousins, A History of the Crou'’s
Nest Pass, Edmons. unpubs M« Bs Theslsy; Univ. of Alta., 1952,
Do 1’03&

55%he wags in 1920 wes $37.84 per week; in 1932 it was
528,04, or 35,61 per day. See Table XXI.

56Approximately 455 pairs of shoes wers provided children in
schools of the city and surrounding district. Hrs. We Be Wilson,
rresident of the CHNP Cozl Co. initiated the fund and donated
$500 of the total 3774 collected. "Communication,® FFP,
Dec. 16, 19325 pe 1le
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essume their responsi hillty.J7 A meedbling of the Union of
ritish Columbla Muricipalitiss met in Varcouver in July snd

protested the federal soverrmment pronossl Thet en gversge fafe
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ficer stated that the standaxrd of uvnenrloyment rellefl to needy

FTawilies couvld ot he leowered without sffesciinsg $the hosith of

the individual,; and thet the zum of twenty dolilsre Der month
wes ftotelly insdeguste for o008 slions. e zdded thalt preghnasnd
g nureing mothers should be gllowed an additlonal =tinend of
5 3e 80 pex ponth in ovdsy to provids an extra gu-rt of milk
dailyet

As the sitaitus of the residents of the Crowsnnat Pass
declined, felith in the wowers of government to zlleviate theiry
Ituation correspendingly »lummeted. In Jugust the feoderal
varyment sonounced that relisf To 2013 zge penszsioners »wounld

be reducesd by one-thiyd, appernding an sarlier reducticon of tem

U’\

grceints 9 Public opinion speinst govermment poliey was

s

Lrought to the belilng point when it was lsarned that an

37P@wmissiﬂn 0o solieit slms in the stree? was nodt granted =
cripple. At the szme meeting & sizteen yesry old Drﬂha wag
,refua ad works PCity Councll Feetlng,” FFD, Jume 5, 1931,

Te 1s & DProvincial goverwnment agent informed ths ity they
will not nay 210 per morth o sn invelid fifteen yeay old
rbeim parents wers on diresct relief. Ibide, SeDits Is 1932,
Pe 'Y

2
5®”M111 Ask for Hore Bellef,® FPP, July 15; 1932, D» 1ls

59The paximum rate of 245 was cub to %40 during the summer
onlys the appr931«asa amouni of relisf for o parvied man
without a Family was reduced to $25. PRegerding Pensionsgy®
FF?, é.ugﬂ 129 1?329 pe 1Q
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Alberta city was providing tus transporitstion for trensiants
to Britizh volumbia bhorder points and that ssrlr in the sSummer
& mambexy of unlicenced pralrie autos travellsd under free Dar-

mits to the provincee
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tion whiecn had been avolde
pralrie harvesiters after the furn of ths cenbtury led ths gov=

errmant Lo encourage transient workers to migrsis, Unitil the

peek of the depresslon in 1931 =and 19372 Triding the rods®™ had

been ar 22311y soceswihle mesns of travel., The railwaey police
hed tended o Jook tne other way in the 211 as demand for

harvesters hai grown ov the years., "Coning west, they rode

in empty Lox-osrs and could mei inte very littls miszchief,

&

Geing back east; they rode the graln trains on whieh there
&

A% & mesting in Calgary of the politiclians of the four

western previness astbtendsd by Hayor Douplazs and Thomas Urhill

of Fernis, Prine Hinlster Rennsitl waz regu 2 to sceept rese
ponsibility in reglstering and nizeing 211 3ingls umenployed

<

governpent had no »ower to order men into eczwps with thz wnders
gtanding that if they did not 3tay and worvk they wonld be re-
fused reliefe At the same bime he snnounced that travelling

on trzins by trensisnts would be stopped on Sevbtember 30, 1932,

5Omr1tzsh Columblig, Depariment of the Attorney-Genersnl,
#*Letter from Nelson Rritish Columbia Provineisl Police to
Commissioner,® Corraspondence, arit. 332, kove 2, 1932
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The restrichtion sgsinst eptering 2ritish Columbis mas
ciroumvented temporarily in the *Passz® by the 4transients by
dropping of7T the tralins 2 mile or so east of the houndeyy then
wallkling or cabching a ride aareas¢63 Fany of the men =zffectead
by the restrainbts vere Britisgh Columbiz reszidents who hsd gone
to the prairies in seerch of harvest work and after a publlic

outery on thelr bhehslf, sunforesment of the restrictlion was

The situstion Tor =single unemployed residents of Fernie
was oriticaels, 23 the last clement to be deslt with under the
relief system, they were left to devise thelr cun means of
sustenance. Iluring the spring, summer and early aubtumn after
working one or two days in the mines or on public works, many
loadasd a pzekbosrd osnd hiked into ths mounteins whiech cirgled
the communities and spent bthelr time In cruydely feshioned shele
ters, sustaining themselves by hunting, fishing zn? picking
berries. The excursions csme to represent & way of life to
zgome of the young nen a2nd when observed 1n retrospect ware
the fuilfiliment of z utopian existonces0d

The men generally hed an easier btime theh the women
throughout ths depression. The women ware relegated to the

dreary 1lifs of eatbtempiing to fashion = living with very meager

éBBritish Columbis, “epzrtment of the Abtorney-Generzl,
“Letter %o Commissionsr, HeCelsPey Vancouver,® Corresspondence,
arte 262, Cectae 39 1932’

64“Permission Asked thet Transients *Ride the Rods?,” FFR,
Cete 1"'@’9 1932' Pe Lo

65Interview with ¥rs. Dan Chesters
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regources. JThelr days wers spent in such sctivities as patech-
ing over clothes =nd vrepering Thash” for mealse with ne op=
portunity to esespe into any of the ususl women®s diversions
such 28 buyinz new clothes or golng %o e thestre or restaur=

66

L

ante
Marrisge rates in the provines z2 s wheles dropped cone-

siderably during the de@ressianﬁ7 Wut in the Crowsnest Pass

and Fernie in pardtieunlary there 4id nol seem.te‘be & marked

declines This was parbizlly due to the zvailability of sov-

=

arél company houses Tor & very small sum of money: they were
pradually belng sbhandeoned by indigent miners leaving to look
for work =nd g few obthers hsd besn boarded up sinece the proe-
SPETOUS Pre-wary years:éa

The Cozl Compsny was nmususlily compassionate o ths
miners of ths =rsa. Emnployees on two dagys® pey or less ware
zllowed 1o work a full shift in their ouwn *fsoe? onece 2 year.
whieh gsve then shout tuo tons of cozl. Single men most often
zold theirfs to lacal'businesaesﬂég Unemploy=d were allowed
to pvick Company siack piles and had them reduced by 19333

henceforth they were allowed te buy cozl &t wholesalszs cosie

663134,
6?566 Table 1.

683ee Table XIX.

69«city council Meeting,” FFP, Septe 235 1932, De 1. Each
miner would recelve sn extra day?s work st the mines and the
coal Droduced wss his owhe 3urdplus cozl asmounting to three
hundred tons was distrisuted among the unsprloyed. PLocal
ond General,®™ FFPy Sedbte 23, 1932, De 5. Also interviews
with Messrsg, Chester znd Lew Dwarkine
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The Company provided teams of horses and sleds for ths minersv
to transpert firewood which wes teken off Compeny land, Thdua
sands of board feet of old mime timbers, old in the sense that
they had deterioraisd to z state where they could not be used
as timbering, were glven o the unsemployed =3 Firewcode /O
Thizs policy was in dlstinet contrast to other companies in

71

the "Pass¥ whieh in many instances seemed to go out of thelr

way Lo persecuis the unamnloyede

The *Pass® as one of the most bountiful szome=-producing
areas in ths werlé provided 2 grest temphbailon for its desbe
itubes, 4 climasx mwas reachsd in 1932 when fifbesn rpeople were
apprehended 1in o single day for various vwiolztions under ths
Gams &otn72 Several wors senteneed which drew the irs of pule
iic opinion iXlustrated by the editor of the Fernle Free PTess,

While it may be gooed plan bo insist that the full provige
ions of the game set be enforeed, it seems that in wiaw of
the hard times in this distriet a 1ltile more lenisney
might bz exereiszed, Many famllies are bordering on star-
vation and hove not the money wherewith o pey three=fif-
ty for 2z licsnce, 1t is =z grest tempitatior for many of
these people to take a chance in the bush znd whether the
same happens o be 2 doe or & buck mzawns 1lttle to theme
It iz foed they sye afber. Lf the gzems deparitment carries
ocut itz prasent poliey of zirict enforsgement of ths $% it
will become very unropulsr in this districet at leasta.

70134,

"lpgr ezanple, a "slack dump® at Hosmer which hod been lefé
untouched for elightesn years and sesemingly forgotten, was re=
sorbed to by somsz unemployed in seareh of fuels Pollice were
propntly brought in to prosecute thz “predaters¥, "Additionmal
locals,™ FFP, 58Dbts 30, 1932; De &

729Gome Vioclations, Local and Gemersl,” FFE, Bove, 25, 1932,
Pe Se

73ogeme puthorities Draw Abusey Loecal snd Genersl,” FFP,
Hove 259 1932; Do 5e
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Larzely =8 =2 resuld of the reszh of convictions snd ths conse=
gusnt ouvoyy of the publicﬁ‘the provincisl govermment begesn =
policy of issuing free fishing licencss o the umemplayeda?g
Late in the 211 of 1932 = mumber of Temlliss in ths
"Pasa” exprescsed thelir dezsire to be deporbted; & reocusmst whieh

under the conditions of Ths time 4id pot reguire lengthy de=

libarstion,. Tritish subjects who hed resided in Canada less

oF

than four years were Ziven Trensporiation o British berritory,
while those who hod besn nebtaralized were sent to bthelyr hone
céuﬁtries?S'a% the ezpense 0T the federal zovernmente.

3 somewhat dorsdoxical situastion developed in Fernie

near the end of what had been a very depresging y2are The

2

ipperial 011 Company srmouneed that they would bolld 2 new
plan%?é ond within a month two bakeriles were openeds?7 Howe
ever the closure of = Yranch of ths Scott Pruit ﬂmmpany?a was
follouwed immedistely by the anvouncsment by the Crow?s Hest
Trading Company that they were reducing thelr department store
T o depressed conditions the keeving oosn of these
departments is not wsrrented. Operatlion costs mast be lessens=
ede UWe are stbempiing bto do so by disposinz of 930,000,00

worth of merchandise.,,,“79 Hith these commercizl setbsmcks

P4erernie Jobless Protest,® FFP, Auge 27, 1937, Ds 1.

75Ehree femilies totalling nincbteen residents regquasted
deportation in December 19732, FNo Nelisf ¥ithout work,®
FFP, Dece 23, 1932, pe ls

- 76nImperizl 011 Spend $14,000," FFP, July 15, 1932, pe 1.
774 p3a1t10na1 Losals,” FFP, July 22 and Auze 5, 1932, De S
,,7‘32;{2}_@,!3 Dcte 145 19325 De 1o

( Ty - bt ~
75“Cr0was Hest Trading “Yompany,” FFP, Octe 7s 1932; Ds S
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and the snnouncement of further reductlions in ciity sdminlzirae
tive personmel,; wages and the nunber of workinzg days of relief
employsesg&g any Teeling of optimise rapidly disappeared.
in the proviznmeisl lzgisisture Thomas TUrhill made sn ure

gent Ples on behalf of the residents of the *Pass” particunle
arly the Fernie, West Fernizs =nd Cozl (Greek arens, rajyussting
thaet the province urgs Ottawa to zdvance increased relief to
the compunitiest *aniners, many bebween the age of forty-Tive

anfl 2izxtys had hed a severs thrae yearz, munbers belng

laid off and others Just working one day 2 week, Half

of the ¢ity of Fornlies.. waes on Telisfeqss ond the drain

on mggicipal fTurds was beyond meeting without sdditionsl

21de

The dominion government snnounced = new arrsngenont in

Xovember whereby the outlgy for food, clothing anl genexal
meintenance of single honeless ubnsmployed men wculﬁ ba reduesed
and the ezeesz putlay would be borne by the provinece, I1n ceges
where the zduinisztrabive board bolieved that . man was not
suited to camp life he was looked after by a relief organize

ation which wounld pravidé a like amoumt.gz The effect of the

Saﬁelief smwloyees were yeduced to btwo days® work psr weeks
£11 reductions in wages ¢sme into effect Cctober 1 and were as
follows,; per months electiriclan, from 3190 to #1503 englneer,
from 5175 te 31503 engineer trowlemsn, from 1117 to % 1003
city elerk, from 2150 to %1503 health officery %50 to %353
fire ehisfy from 2152 o 2135; itruek dviver, frun #9585 to 280,
#City Council Heeling,” FFP, Dots 75 19325 pe 1le

81ﬁ?grnie Uneble to Give Relief to Heslidents,® Daily Pyrove.,
Dete li}ﬂ 19395 De 3.30

82& man uasuited o camp 1life received 20 gents per day for
food and an sdditional 20 cenis for shelter., British Columblag
Department of ths Atborney-Gemeralsy "Meeting of the Privy '
Council,® 2ttorney~-General®s Paperss arte. 37%, Nove &, 1932,




-3

new reliel scales wzz to ghlfit mors ol ths rellisf rurdsm onio
thz rabtepnayers of the veriocuns municipelitiese 3 Offieigd

stetements oy The {federel zovernment thsi They would meet the
cost of one~third of direct relief were misleading in that
they spent one-third of a2 new nezizum which was anprecisbly

. Y 8y
nelou ths old relief sllowances

was dirscted thyough ths Hember of Parlismsnt and & nember of
the raling “onservative party, the Hinister of Trade snd Come
neres, lirs He Ho 3tevens. Stevens met the unsnyloyed in Dee-
emh&rBE and wromised to press for A nore favourshie Tinsneisl
arrsngenenbe He used the zrpments that the more severe clime
atic copditicns than the Coast regulred additionsl cliothing,
shelter and food znd as a semlie-isclated inbterior industrial

city, Fernle hsd higher commoditby prices than nors densely

Bé . . s
vovulated areas. The provineial adminlstration was pere

EBThe rew a2llowsnce was 19 for the first uqnltp 43,50 for the
second and 52.50 for each child under 21l. 2he pravious seheduls
for = map snd his devendent wife wag: food 17, shelter 49,
water 21.50, for 2 totel of 230 Ibides; zrte 360, Hove 25, 1932

FoF ] L. ] . ‘
°$%t the same tims the dominion povernmeont suhounced the crege

tion of ”uuman Interest Bonds® whieh would be sold by the Chane
bers of “ommeree at F1 sach and it was hoped, would slleviate
some oFf the filnencizal strain on the govertment, *Human Interw
eat Fonds,"™ ibides 2rte 331, Nove 14y 1932,

Bjﬁﬁong He Ha Stevens Dusy Here,® FFP, Dets 95 19325 De 1

Sémhp fe Tnie unemployed vresented pumerous suggestions to
improve the relief system: siBgle men livire =t home should
recsive the sape amount of relied zs thoss deseribed a5 homes
lesss the secopd adult ir the family should get the sans glliowe
snce a9 the Tirsty man should recelive cash instead of relisf
Psoript® on the stores; and the camp systenm of relief should



gn saditionsl five 4 : BNt 1§
it nal Tive doller grant per family should be nrovided

oS

&% Thls Sunoiur + e - .

to care For Ehe unamployed.sg A mawimum of 300 femilies
n \ zm S8 were

und whieh hed

supnismented 214 fror the govermment rellief agsﬁﬁies.89 undii

sither of the higher lavels of govermment of its eritical pre-
dicament, Howevsr, with The sunouncement that the Crow’g West
o2l Compauny wmould eeass operstioms at Coal CresX pud

thst the Creat Northern Bailway would remove thelr trecks, the

threstened disappsarance of the eity vromphed nrovinelsd offic-

esponaibility for the antire unzmployment PIee

be replazced since men were being treabed on the sa@eﬁlevel as
feorviets”® or Fchattel slaves®s "No Bellief without ¥orks" '

E_FE_, ety 23g 193?4 Te 1se

87swiye Dollars o Honbh CGrented, Local 2nd general,™ FFEs
Tece 30y 19325 De J»

883pe Tavle XIVe

B9epglief Diseussed,” SEEs Febs 24, 1933 De le
?Qﬁ?Om.assumimg rosponsibiilty the goverrnent smmediately
£

torad ths five dollsrs in ossistance proviously termi abed
e »

Tes s &
ip tne sorins. “lovermment w311 Helpe® FEEs 2B» 75 1933,

Do 1l
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Owing %o ths copbtiruved depresslicon znd generally dsereas~

ing demend for cozl it was decided to sbhendon operations ab

]

ozl CreeX Colliery in late 1932, 811 materiszls and egulpmnent

nere recovared Trom Bumbers One and Two 3outh miknzs ond Derm-

&
i
ot
4
Ly
la

anent seels were arscted in e amusry 1933, Turing
early 19373 orly twc mines were Operateds; lumber Thyree mins
preduced coel until the ond of Msyreh when the CTompany desided

13 wers vemoved and the mine

B
jui)

to close the operastion and maeterd
2egled off in Juns. VPumber Ons Yast mine opersiesd on a8 limited

sgale urtil ths ernd of Mareh when & rermenent zhutdswn was

The possihllity o7 permsnpent shutdown of the sole means
of sustenspee in the clty presented a mest seriosus munieipal
crisise. Honded debt stood gt £3502,500. With the undeubied
drastlic effect shutdown of the mines would heve on clvie reve
snus and proviszion for ths »ayment of municlipsal debbs, the
possibillity of default in interest payments thrzaletied omine
ously. Tducational faeilities snd sssentizl public services
were ols=0 in 3evere geopardyugg

The investment of the Uompeny was considershbley 23tim-
ated conservatively including mine §lant; eculrmant, five miles
of stsndzrd rallway, rollinz stock and bulldings, st sbout two
mllllion dollars. Assuning a depreciagtion of fifty percent the
Company®s physiecsal assets ampounted to approzimately one millionm

dollars. The msgnitude of thelr investment alone made 1t eZped-

British Columblia, Deparitment of Fines, ABEN, 1 s 1934,
DD 533S=A3#0,
9297The Sword Dezcends,? FFP, Hars 31, 1933, De 1.
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and members of the prsss on
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the Company shubtdown operations only a last rege=

:{-_1:*

C0rte The president; We Re Wilzon, sxplisgined ths clrocumstances
SUSDENS lon of opsrstions to LIty Lounell, the foard of Trade

Hareh 30, 1933:
sericus loss in the Joeint operaitions of
Loal Creek Hines regret the nsecessity is forced upon us

PO ClOoSeeens Lhe clroumstances lezding up To this unpleas
sent cordition may be referred to as follows: (1) 4 steedy
depraclghion in fuel ordevys through the world wnide depres-
gion that 1s affecting Canada and other mstionze. (2) &

#The Gompany,

after sustainins

ﬂpvsionmbw. of Aberba gas sreas that sre displacing cosl
as fuel ¢ the inzteiletion of oil fusl by transvortetion
componin uha* a Tew yrers apo took from 300,000 to 600,000

ton¢ of G?al pey year from Coal Cresk and ¥ichel 7insSssee
Ome of the contribubing causes of ths railrcais.ss |[reduow
inﬂ ordevé] may be assigned to the imposition of incraased
dutiecs.es |oB] coal going to the States which was put inte
foree as = countervalling dnty on Canediszr exnorise The
ap>lication of this duty reduced the msbey of asmployees
at Coal Tresk to the extent of thres hundred, in addition
to decreasing the working time for the reduced number of
employees. The federsl govermment, o 2172 in the securing
of gregter nid Canade markels, had pul into force a subven=
tiom which will peossibly ensble the Crow®s Nest Pass Coal
Company o increase 1ts mormsl mearkebs to kWimnipeg end cone
tingent Tuel consuming sreas o the eztent Lo possibly
thirty percent of the parket permenently lost to the United
Ststes through the connfervaili duties belnzy ot inteo
forees. This useful help will rot sid the Company to oper-
ate more than Nichel mine on sufflcient time to give the
mﬁloyees a d931ﬂable 1iving wages To help mitigate the

rying zit ion that has been brought ghount by eiroume
stances beyomﬁ the Company's control, the Company ls cone-
siderinz the gquestion of turkning over to the employees

cazt oub of ﬂork gl@cka of tillable land under some Speg-

izl srrangement,

The opersting polilicy of the Company for the three yoars

pre¢edlng the

shatdown hai been to alloh ssven

ty=five peroent

of the co=l orders o Hichel t:.zz;ll:7.43:!:*3.es?""r and tuenty=7Tive Der=

Fovpernie Coal Hines

74} te be Closed on
.{F:’a.ra 285 *QBBS ;Ga 19

9Tue to Fichel's higher guality, lower ash

more =2a3lly rebrievable cozl,

riday,” Daily PTov.,

residue and
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gent Lo Cozl Cresk, The total itomnage ¢of the combined oubrpub
Tor the two collisries wes nearly 470,000 tonms 1n 1931 and
GO0 in 19329§5 henece the mines &t Lozl Creek hasd produced
approximateiy 100,000 tons in each QfAtA@ Rrevions tyo Fears

a5 conparad to neaviy 400,000 boms in 1920, Uhen orders P£sll
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To ceasse
operations. The collapse of Fexnlels only indusziry courld net

e peilisted by possible shsorpltion inte Bichel eollilery since

a meried retronchipent had sl
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e
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there: over ons hundred

the remzining minsrsg wers epployed onliy thres *o {ive days per
weske FHilchel collliery wmould therefore £i11 2ll of the orders

2lverted {rom Cogl Ureek withou!t increasling thse numbers sn-
. B§
plogeds -
fernie in 1933 was 2 very well comstrucied cliy, boasi-

ing & highly developed system of public utiliitles, an =21rfield,

city parks snd recresbtion arsas; all capabls of zusteining a
97 . ;
much larser povulations ' Fany of the residents had sizesble

invesiments in thelr hones, thelr only rem

i3
o)
e
2}
e
[~}
i3]

naterizl DOS~
session, and werse unm117in; to absndon the citye.
Inditial stbempts to obialn orders were unsuccesgsful as

pressure a2ptiled o the Canzdian Paclific Lalliway was warded

953es Table 2 EIXe

23 to b2 Closed on Friday,” Dally Prove,
ﬁarc 285 19339 po 1,0 )

97Tne official assessment figures of alimost $2,7004000, with
improvements alone being $1,873,5%8 iz an indl eanian.of the
substantial construction of the city. "3hutdown Order Stune
ning Blow to Fernle Residenits,™ Daily FProve., Har. 30, 1933,

Te 1o
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of £ by the r=ilusy's srguments that the Crow's Fest Pzss Com=
vary hed been owned by the Grezt Nertherny & compstiter, te
whom 1% ned suppiled coesle Cansdisn Paeific srpusd tha't they
obtained coszl from Colemzn Collieries, z compsny rhich was en-
tilrely depsndent upen thelr market,; and if the relluvay turned
to Coal Creek for orders a similar affliction vwould descend on
Celeman,98 Bowever through the comhbinsgd efforts of the Crow's

Yest Pasz Cosl Compeny, the Fernie Bocrd of Trade, Tom Uphill

@D

gnd He He Stevens, an agreement was gventuslly zrrived at with

s

Canadian Pacifle %o plzece orderg at the Cosl Cresk mines brings
ing total orders to zbouit 125,000 tomse tmployment would be
cregted fovr spproximaetely three hundred men working helifl time

xg 21

cr ons hundresd £ifty working fuvll tim

(')

srTelirm was cone

cucted in the Houge of Commons to encourage & vpermenent market

in the zazt for Crowsnest cosl, end resulied inm 2 subvention
eguivalent %o 10 per ton on 211 cogl shipped 1,200 miles orv

)

ﬁ
) 0

to the Lskehesde

The tubklielity given the erperent shutkdown of the mines

=nd resulting abandorment of Fernie and Cosl Creek brouschit pres-
aure upon govervment at all levelse szumption of ths unemnnloy—

ment problswm in the avsse by the Tederal goverrnment {ollowed and
the prassure of public oplnion directed agelinst the Coal Company

and Cenadisn Peeific led to 2 reversael of thelr originel shtanee

QE t‘!J"a
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end re-opening of the mines. Ekesidents of the district

. g1 |
terefitted from incressed goverrment zid,  btut more import

ft

sntly they felt e renewed counfildence in the bellief that concern

was felt for their plighte

10lg City Counecil reduced 1*gnt snd water rates fto five cenits
per kilowatt hour with a minimum charge of 50 cents wonbthly
for light shi 21,00 monthly for webters "lake Over Swimming
Pooly®™ FFR, 4Te 21, 1933, De le



CHAPTER III
PROTRACTIVE RECOVERY

The shutdowxn of Ceosl Creek mines in the spring of 1933
marked the lowest peint employment reached durinz the deprese
Aslan yYears as ceagssation of the lzs=st remaining industry sige
nified the complete sconomic collapse of the Crowsnest Pass,
From thls sbsolute low in the fortunes of the area cama &
gradual decrease in the number of rellef recirients.

If the shutdown merked the turning peint in the fortunes
ef the aree it wes hardly noticesghble in the months immedistely
postdating ite Fernie felt soms respite f:éom the clutchez of
the depression wher the provinece assumed controel of ryellefl pay-
ments during the mine closure znd the clitity mesraged to lighten
the load on the shoulders of the locsl unemployed. Put pews
that the full cost of unemployment relief for single homeless
wen after september 1y 1933 would sgein be borte on & three=
way besls, the nunicipality sssuming an equal shere with the
nigher levsls of governmenty nullified the effeects of sny econ-
cmic reeavery.l The re-sgsumption of relief expenditures _
operied the possitllity that Fermle, hard presszed te meet inter-

est payments on past debts, would be placed in the hsnds of

Llepunicipalities to Pay Share Rellef for Single Destitute,®
FFP’ Sept. 8' 1933. Pe 1.
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a‘commissioneraz

Discontent erose amons the unemployed of the district
during the summer of 1933 when suthorities revoked the filve
doller vorus which hed been created to 2id the "Pass® agrea in
the firht against the rising cost of living and szeasonzl harde
shipe A zhort work =toppage was held on puklie works proieets
end the principal support came from the wives of relief yworkerse
4 delegation from the Fernle and Distrioct Unemnloyed Asasociste-
ion carried resclutions from leoczl organigations“ to table the
needs of the district hefore the govermment in Victoria.S

The stetus of mény of the original applicents to the prove
ince for assietance had sltered considersbly by late 1933. The
federal government hed reduced thslr contributiorn toc relief

expenditure&é and & new registraticn of unemployed wags propogsed

ZaFernie may be Pleced Under Commissionership,® Dally Frov.,
TeGs 15' 1933§ jel 80

3%oman.actively pickeied and were very strong in thelr demune
ciation of the relief azllowances, tut when the "necessity™ of
e new footbkall fleld which was underwsay a2s a public works pro-
Ject drew & Tew men bsek to work the back of the strike was
brokens “Unemployed Strike,® FEP, Junes 3C; 1933, Pe 1 snd
“Local and General,® FFP, July 14y 1933 Ds 5e

Ygotable was the resolution of the Fermie Braneh of the Can-
edlien Legion which sdvocated monetary revisliong =& six hour day
and shorter work week, abolishment of piece work snd overtime,
establishment of an sge for leaving schooly nationsl insurance
and e retirement sge, %"Leglon Resolution,® FFP, Aug, 18, 1933,
Ps le

S“Eelagation to Victoria,® FF2, Aug. 18, 1933, ». 1.

6Rotifiaation,wasvreeeived by the province on August 1, 1933
that contribtutions to unemployzent relief on s percentzage basgis
would cease and be replaced by & speseified monthly sum. The
grant would correspond to the dominion's esstimate of & reamsone
eble expenditure s because federal suthorities halleved oute
lays to be exhorbitant, = considerable cut-bseck wes expected.
The previocus arrangement whereby ¢sech level of govermment con=-
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to eliminste anyone no longer degerving goverrment amsiste
ance. The new relief list was endorsed ty the goverrment large
ely at the inslistence of 2 public led by the business estabe-
lishment and the permenent employees, the tazpaying sesgment of
sccietye Hre S. Ge BElaylock, Genersl Fansgey of Consolidsfed
Fining and Smelting Company of Tratl, represented s large DpOr—
tion of veoters in his followine observationzs of the situstion:
¥ork by the unemployed is extremely expensive. Yow it 1=
untelievable that most of the men in these camps are
slackers. I bellieve thaet most of thsr would return work
for the vzlue recelved,y but unfortunstely there is no way
in the present circupstances to protect sueh men from the
nrofessionsl slzckers untll a plen is in force to pay for
work donse I belleve good recults could be obtalned if
there could be segregation of those willing to work. If
this could be dons, end these men given better guesriers
end gyub end living conditionss I think thet we would
then find thst these meng who reallzed that the exzpense
ef their Xeep was being carried by those who did work,
would give a good account for the money spent on them, I
weuld not hesitate to glve the slacker ¢szmpz & very voor
fare.7 ’

Essic to the decision to reregl ster the unemployved wes
the incressing debt being incurred by all levels of government,
Prempier T, s Pattulle's annmouncement on key 2% explsined thet
those on reilief would hsve two months to search for work, atb
which time only those who could prove themselves dessrving
would recelive aide The money saved Uy paring the undeserving

- would be used to bresden the works vrogram and ensure thet =21l

tribtuted one~third was changedi theresfter the province was to
conbtribtute sixty percent end the municipality forty percent of
the totzl outlasye Lritish Celumblis, Department of Lebour,

ABHL, 31934, 1935y s De

?associated FBoards of Trade for Eastern British Columbiay
Proceedings of the snnual Convention for 19%, Trall, The Assog-
icted Rosrds of Trede of Tesgterm British Columbia, 1935, pe 21.
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who were physicelly fit were wotking.g The Premler statedt

There 1s no doubt whatever... that the prezent position

of affalrs 1s breaking down the morale of our people. So

far as is possible within the resources of the province,

necessary works will be carried outy end it iz understood

also that Ottawa will give a program of its owne9

The city of Fernie was placed ir an impossible situation

by the implementation of a polley to ztop rellef to single
transients who 4id rot meet the requirements for the falief
camps and the simulteneous return of the Fernie relief problem
to the taxpayerse. The only elternative %o defauld of interest
peyments and fsilure to meet relief demards wes to recommend
that a commissioner be sppointed to handle the cltytls affeirs.
This waes decided as the best means of arrangine a settlement
with the bond nolders, relieving the taxpsyers of over fifty
mills per yesr on the present assessment, and lesseninc the
burden on the remaining tazpsyers whose outlay would heve been

10

prohibitive within s year™ " at the rate properties were being

turned back to the city for tex sale.ll

s&t the end of April, 109,862 persons were on relief in
Eritish Columbiae. Of thesa, 21,052 weres single men and
73162 were in federal road campse "Be Co Relief for Thouse
ards to end August lst,® Daily Prove, Dece. 28, 1934; p. 1.

9144,

107y collections in the city for 1933 were %31,157 which
was just over 56 percent of the tax levy which totalled
$55,593.82. The collection was sbout four percent less than
at the same time a yeer earlier, "Addltionsl Locals," FFP,
Aug. 3, 1934, p. B and *Recommends Government Commissioner,?®
?_E-E‘ Date 28, 193&; Pe le

111n>eddition to recommending z commissioner, the city hesd
continued 1te drasstic expense cutting. Insurance expenditures
on the schoola, fire hsll, city hell, and vower house were
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A delegztion led by Mayor Douglas met with Premier Psote
tulle in December 193% to discuss reliefl oroblems and the pos=-
givility of eppeinting & commlzslioner to hendle the affsirs of
the cityet? J. V. Fisher, Assistant ¥inlster of Finance, was

arpointed Commissioner and Jo. C. Commick, city clerk st Fernie,
wag appointed Deputy Commissioner on Janvery 18y 1%935. Upon
his appointment snd investigation of the eityts traumastic

state whigh was characteriged Ey the drop in zsaseszed value of
tazeble oroverty by one-=third, cash receipts from texes bty one-
half of the swmounts pmesessed, end the curtallment of zovernment
arants, Fisaer déecimred that the onliy f=2asiple poliey wes oks
of ®pay az you ga".l3

Little improvement in the gtatus of the unemplioyed of the
€rowsnest Pass was felt during the winter of 193%4-1935, Relief
instruments which hkad progressively improved sinee 19373 proevide

ed a larger subsistence allowance to more unemployed then eny

slsshed, represzenting s gross saving estimested st #656,70 in
three yegrs. The fire trueck driver was slso laid off and the
chief took over his duties at e reduced salery of 125 from
his previous %155 wmonthly. ©City Cits Down Insursnce,” FFP,
Aps 20, 1934, p, 1 end “Coumcil Cuts Fire Devertment," FFP,
July 6y 1934, pe 1la

125Fernie Flans Refunding Losn,® Deil¥ Irove, Dece 18, 193,
De Fo

l3“ﬁay Work to Fay Taxes.® FFP, May 3, 1935 v ls In order

to straighten out the affairs of the city the ¢oxmmissioner
suthorized the cancelletion of $34%1,000 in outstanding bonds
which were held in the municipsl ginking funds. The groas
debt of $538,000 was reduced to %$197,000 by cencelling the
city bonds held in the einkling fund. Another %82,459 in the
sinking fund in octher securitiecs further reduced +he overzll
debt to approximetely %117,000. “Govermment Cencels Bonds
Issued bF FBI‘H.’LG,“ D&ﬁ.lﬁ Provey J8lle 34 1936; Pe 18,
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gsingle previous winter.lu A winter bonus allowance of five
dollzys was granted in January end the mpaximum outlay which
hed previocusly been reduced was restored to zixty dallare-ls
4 wood-cutiing camp was agaln established at Hosmer. The
electricity rzte was reduced in Ferniel6 and "lans were nade
to have the unsmployed work out taxess Charitasble orzanlce
ations in the "Pass® were able to maintain active relief work.
Rotable was the Imperial Order of the Daunghters of the Empire
which donated@ books to the Leglon Library, confitures to the
nurses* home and the hospital, gave bdprizes to high ranking
students 1n Co=l Creek, Holy Family and Centrsl Zchools, pro-
vided a sizeable sum Tor the Alexandra Solsrium, and gave
relief to undernourished bables and school children.i?

211 basic industries except cosl mining improved during
1935, The provineisl industrisl payrell showed & slight ine
crease over the previous year snd s sizable one over 1933.18
Wage rates contlinued an upward trend as the average weekly
industriel selary increased over fifty cents.lg

¥inter always wresked hardship on the 1ﬁdigent residents

of the ¥Pags™ azlthough conditions were progressively improvings.

lasee Table XiVe

15uzequests Grented,® FFP, Jamiia 11, 1935, De le

161t wes reduced from ten to eight cents per kilowatt hours
*City Commissioner Keeps Busy,* FFP, Mey 3, 1935, p. 1.

17w30DE Annual Report,® FFF, Febe 22, 1935, De le

laEritish Columbla, Department of Labour, 9op, cit,, 1935,
Ps K—?.

19:0e Table XXIe
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Belief cosl was provided by the province and the Cozl Company
mede avellable four tsamse of horses to deliver ths fuel to
the homez of unemployad.ze Chsritsble organizaticns maintained
a high staendard of service to the community and supplemented
an over-worked btut continualily improving provincial sgency.
Improvement was evidenced in the deecision of the Hotary Christe
mes Cheer Committee, orgasnized in 1933 to supply relief through
public subseription during the festlive seasony to vest its en-
ergies in some permanent future organization.zlr

the coal industry did rot shere in the lmproved indus-
trial seens ard experienced a negligidle production incresse
during 193, Az industriasl sctivity lnereased in other local-
ities and money again began to flow, the standard of living
roge and prices beeame ineressingly prohibitive te the lerge
rmumbers of unemployed on relief in the ®"Pass®s ‘onsequently
the most significent activity in the ecity of Fernlie during the
yeer was agitation to obtalin a higher relief allowance.zz
Complaints were sent to Fremier Pattullo esking for the

special conziderstion similar to previous years regerdins an

evtra allowance for clothing, fuel snd food23 and the ususl

20ug0en and Heard,® FED, Septs 27, 1935, De 8. The guantity
for each reciplent was regulsted by the slze of the house and
femilye "PLocal anc General,® FFF, Sept. 25, 1936, De 5.

2 onristmas 1935 sew the commlttee send out four hundred

thirty turkeys and forty orders of merchandise to single
unemployed men. 9“Hotary Xmas Cheer Committee,® FEP, Dec. 27,

1935 Pe 5o
22%7om Uphill on Eampage," FFP, Nove 6, 1936, pe 1.

23%Communication,® FFP, Jan, 17, 1936, pe Y




=50
complaints were heard against the loecal reliefl asuthorities and
the system of public works inm winter.aa In Janmuery two hundred
fifty unemployed staged s protest parade. The Eanoﬁrable Fe
HePherson, Minister of Labour, visited Fernie and rectified
some of the abuses tempargrily.zs In the spring the unemployed
sgain vigorously protested government action in introducing a
'tanyhaur work day at twenty-~five cents per héur in their work
carpg, which contravened British Columble minimum wage end
hours of work lawsczé |

BEritish Columbiefs relief situstion essed during 1935,
particularly in unorganized territorlies where the average zoOne
thly rumber of married relief reciplents waz redueed by four-
teen peraent.27 Although the decreasse ir the mumbers on rellief
in the whole province smounted to six percenty the situation
in sunicipalities showed iittle improvements & 3light decresse
in the pumbers of married unemployed was offset by 2 dispropore
tionate 1ncrease.in.cost.28 |

The unemployment situstion éontinued to improve during
19363 the deoresae in the sversge monthly number of relief rec-

iplents was over ten percent while the reduction in unorganizedv

2hepernie Asks Pattulle for Better Standerd of Belief Cond=
iti@ﬁs,“ l]ailz FE Og" E&QVQ’ 1“’} 1935’ De ?i

25"Unemployad Conmunieation,® FFP, Jen. 31, 1936, p. 4.
25“Communication," FEP, Juns 12, 1936, De 8o
27since 1933 there was 2 drop of 16,5 percent in the sverage

monthly rnumber of relief recidients in the provinece,s British
Columbla, Department of Labour, OPe cit.ey 1935, p. E8U,

281114,
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territories was almost double the eight percent shown in PUDe
icip&litias.zg 4 great deel of optimism was generated SmOng
the oppressed in the early weeks of 193¢ by Premier Pettullo's
announced intention to institute a medlical care plane. The
propesel for az eontributory syastem was directed to ths needs
of wege earnerz. rFublic opinion led by the masgss of the unehe
rloyed opposed the plan snd when the Legislative Assembly feil-
ed %o give 1t the regquired support, it was sh@lved.jﬁ

Conditions continued to improve in the province during
early 1937; the numbers employed in each industry were the
higheat since 192931 end relief totals throughout the winter
were within 2 few persons of being the lowest since 193. The
continued succesz of the retreinins programs led %o a redefin-
ition of relief sssistance under three classificetlons: une
employment ald, asgricultural sid and relief, and assiztance %o
unemployabless The stezdily increasing employment rate was
also exemplified by the federal government's srmouncemeant in
fugust that the monthly sgrant for relief wss being further re-
dueed.32

4z the outlook in the country brightened the cost of

zglhig., 1936, ps TB83. This progrem remeined in effect un-
til 1939 when & new sgreement replaced the grant-ineasidy the
dominion paying ferty percent of the ocutlay to residents and
fifty to transients. In Harech 1939, the provimce tock responw
2ibility for =1l unemployables paying elghty percent of cest
for municipal caszes and total cost for provinelel cases in
municipslities. 1Ihid., 1 b4 s De GllG.

30see chape IV ‘
Fep, c, nellef is Growing Less," FFP, fug. 20, 1937, v 1.

32a¢uts By Co Hellef Grant $30,000,% FEE, Aug. 20, 1937, pe le
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living rose. The lsbour deperitment's family budget of steple
foods, fuel, light and rent was over two dollsrs sbove the
1933 figure which wes the low point during the depression, 2
However & rising stsnderd of living over the remsinder of the
country remiersed the situation in Fernie more criticel because
the industrisl snd thus the wage-earning segments of the pope-
ulation were still dormant. 4s residents of the Crowsnest
FPess becams more dlstraught, & corresponding lack of undere
standing grew in the relstively prosperous remairnder of the
provinee. In the early ®thirties® when the depression was gelie
eral gome ides of problems in en sconomiceglly stagnant commurie
ity weré recognized, since most residents were abhle to identify
the plight of irdigents with their own sericus problems, TFut
by 1937 when conditions had improved over most of the provinee,
very little sympathy was given to the Crowsnest Passe
Complaints zgaeinst the inszdegumte reliefl allowances in
face cf a rapidly rising standard of living reasched & ¢limsy
in April 19737 when the Fernle and Tistrict Unemployed Lssoc-
iation orgenized & strike, plcketed the publicly owned build-
ings in the community, snd denanded: %,..en increase in relief
allowesnces gt lsest commensurste with the constant rise in
the cost of 1iving,..s end the institution of [a] work end
wages progrer to glve us s few deys eztra work, to meet
cther household hecessitles snd regulrementse

Fallure to recognize the unigue problems of the “Pags® led to

33The lsbour department's budget in Cetober 1929 was $21,96
in 1933, #15.%1; and in 1937, %$17.51. "Living Cost Elgher,”
FF‘E k-] NQV. 26. 193?’ p. l.

3a“ﬁnﬁmployed Statement," FFE, AD. 16, 1937, De 8e
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simultanzous strikes against the Crow's Nest Pass Cozl Company
gnd the unemployment reliefl projecls zs sh expression of dige
content with the general livins conditioms and status of the
r,sidents.35 The decislion of the unemployed sssociation and
mine union followed prolonged efforts to securs scme improves
ment in living conditians>either ty increassed livirg =2llow-
arces or = supplementary program of work and woges. The lak-
our dispute was settled by az slight increase in wages after a
short stoppage tut the unemployment rellief controversy extended
through Fay into Juns =0l considerstion wss glven to withdrawe
ing children of ths unemployed from school unless demanisz were
met.36 The strike eclimaxed anVJune 11, 1937 when a mass denone
gstration was held on the groundsz of the provircizl government
buildings and & pr&mise was extracted to investigste condit=-
ions in the distriet. An interesting situstion dsveloped in
negotigtions when the majority of men agreed to the promises
tut the women as a bleck refused to scoept the offerse Thelr
refusal reflected the serious domestic crises gffecting mothers
in the &istricte- !

Disaent was more proncunced in the spring snd sumner of
1938 as the governmenty btegan to close the relief project canmps
and z8 rellef loans to the municipelities were curtsiled. 4

mess migration of single unemployed men wes mede to Vaneouver

35“&&3 Fostpone Fernle Strike,” Dally Prove, 4Pp. 12, 1937,

Pe 3o

3,

Hepernie Relief Workers Pold Demonatration,™ Dally Prov.,
June 125 1937, De 3o
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under predominsnt communist 1e&der5hip,3

8 reasching =iz thouse
and by He¥ end eventuslly ending in violence snd a riet during
2 ®*git down® strike,.

Newe that the provineisl government had rescinded & ten
percent speecisl allowsnece in recognition of severe elimstio
conditions was met with loud disapprovel in the *Paszs¥, Weag=
ther conditions in the area hzd not mellowed; the winter snow
%aB on the ground sixd temperatures were thirty desrees below
freezing. 4 group three hundred strong marched on the gQVernp
ment bulldings where protestsz werse met by the reply that cone=
zideration would be given to peyment of an sllowance to married
unemployed with families. Board of Trade offlicials proclsined
that 1f thes new rellief regulations were enforced g "*hopeless
finencial situstion wotld result™ and Fermlie would have to rae
vert to the status of an unorganized territary.39 The Honoure
rble F. HeFhersong Hinister of Public Works, wee told when he
visited Ferris to investigste the compleinte, that eighby-five
pereent of the baxes coccllzeted were utillized to meet reliefl
cherges and with the new agreement regquiring Fernle to meet
more of the rellef load, an zdditlional fiftesn to eighteen
thousand dellary a yeay would be needed. This sum would re-
culre one hundred fifteen percent of present loecsl texes which

were already much higher than the tax rate per capite in the

3Bstrikes were led by the communist inspired Hetional Uneme
ployed Yorkers' Assoclztion and the kellef Project Workers?
Union. [FMergeret R. Ormeby, Exltish Columbis: A History,
Ven., Zvergreen Press, 1958, De Be

39%Rellef Plan Forees Fernmie to ths Yall," Daily Proves
ADs 64 19738, De 22
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provinee generally. A commlttee from the unermployed met the
minlster and were advised thet 1t was the intention of the
goverrment to open a csmDp in the near future to provide perte-
time work, end thet government grants in ald of the unemployed
recreation rooms and the unemployed shos repzir shop would be
aonaidere&.uﬁ

bespite the continued large<scale unemployment in the
“Pass® there were indicaticns that the depression hed easedd
Ihe first tex szsle in several yesrs wes held in Fernie during
September 1938. The seles had been postponed during the worst
days of the depression effer a great deal c¢f pressure had been
exerted by residernts on ths gavernmant.&l Although epproxine-
aetely one hundred were gdversely affected, rellef for single
unepployed men wes discontirmved July l, 193&.@2 Heillef sdpnine
istrators terminsted woodecutting and heuling projeciz which
had been ir operation for flive yaara.43

Provincisl suthorities checking on underpsid employees
in one small community in the “Fass® in 193 had found that
over a dozen empployers were paying less then the minimum wage.'a
& year later relief investigaetors egain visited the *Paszs® and

came awsy with the impression thet the Fernie residents were

gcwﬁon, KePherson Visits Fernlie,Y FFP, 4ADe 29, 1938, DPe le

Kluejsttie Interest in Land Tax Ssle,® FFP, Septe 30, 1938,
e La

2416 Lose Relief July 1,* Dally Erov., June 15, 1938, pe 30.
43“;;1'?}1’5::‘31'? Hethods," FFP, Octe 75 1938, De l.

Ej:l&ﬁi;@e&l and General," FFE, MHar. 25, 1938; Pe Se
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too lenient anid sympathetie towsrd the unemploysd who were gele
ting “fst* on relief and satisfied with their perasitic condite
ione The statement was met with 2 bltter denuncigtion by reg=
idents. Seversl indlgesnts hued become gstinfied with relief
esgslistence and showed 1ittle incentive to become self-guffiec-
ient but there was also a considersble lasck of understanding
of the situation by provincisl authorities*&s Ineguities in
the relief system definitely existed._ A& notable example was
the cssze of a Fernie man discovered in 1939 to hsve been ob=
taining relief since 19% ﬁhile'having & considersble sum of
mopey in the bank drawing iﬁtarest.gé

The economy of the province generally was becoming in-
ereasingly stasble, glthough unsettled conditions in Zurope and
the Far IZsst combined with exeéeptionally Adry summers in 1938
and 19739 ceused 2 considerable recesgsion in the lumber induse
trye The paradoxicsl econdition of the Crowsnest Pass compared
with the province generelly was exposed in s brief formulasted
in 1939, Endorsed by the Fernle bBranch of the Cansdien Legion,
the Fernile Boerd of Tredey, and the Fernle local of the United
Mine ¥Workers of americay the informebive document was presented

to e Vancouver meebting of the Unemployed Federsation of British

45The local unemployed cited difficulty in obtaining work,
citing exemples of Fernie rasldents who hsd jJourmeyed to Vane
couver Islend only to end up on relief and that there were
2ix men walting for every new Job availsble in the metallur-
gieczl industry in the provinee., “Conmunication,® FFP,
Jane 27, 19397 Ps b,

) e

“CHe was fined four hundred dollars with the option of eight
month's imprisonmente %Chisellers Rentenced,® FFF, Ap. 28,
19395 Pe Lo



Columble, 1t ocutlined the depfessed condition of the cogl nine
ing iIndustry despite the value as an all-purpose cosl of the
highest cuality on the continent: ¥The sturdv elty of Fernie
wes built on cozl wminins, erployment resching its peak in
1917 when 1,760 men were engsged in the mines. LayoffSeee
reduoced the number of miners to 156 now working at Coal
Creeke. <he dmwelllings in the vicinlty of ths mines sgre
being greduelly diasmentledsses SoOme 1,550 persons in
Fernie distriect are now deperdent on relief and 140 more
are on suhsistence alloggnces provided by the rovernment
field welfazre services,™!
At another conference of unsmployed held &t Cranbrock in Jutie,
proposals were mede to increase the besic seale of relief and
Lo begin a work end wages program which would asvolish the last
vestices of the relisf system.48

&y the spring of 19739 indications that the ecomony of
the Frairie Provinces hsd strengthenesd considerably were dee
noted by the wvaecant tourist camps in the ®Fegs¥, During the
depths of the depressicn an endlegs streem ¢f traffic moved
through the zrea in sesrch of work and escape from & more seve
are climate.

The mininz irndustry Tinelly begen to zhow signe 9f recove
ery in the summer of 193%. Incressed demands on the cosl inde-
ustry ceme ag a result of the large-gcale srmament build-up in
the late ®thirties™, Sourees of fuel were in short supply
necessiteting a re-invigorated cozl industry. An ammouncement

ty the Crow's Hest Pass Coal “ompeny that twelve miners from

Fernie, formerly employed at Coal Creek and on relief, would

“Tarom Uph1ll Telks at Helsom,® FF?, nare 105 1939, pPe Ba

“€ucranbrock Conferencs,® FFE, Jume 9, 1939, pe l.
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be hired at Hichsl Colliery, marked the largest such hiring
of unemployed men since the depression began, end indicated
that orders for cosl from the *Pass? were egsin belng msda.&9
By 1941 production in the mines hed topped one millicn tons
for the first time since 1913 and The nemes orn the company
payroll numbered over oke thoussnd for the first time since

1932420

i"‘:;"*:F.xza;cza:i. snd Generel," FFP, July 14, 1939, pPe 5 =nd =lso see
Teble INII,.

5930 Table %VIIIe



CHAPTER IV
GOVERNMENT AID 1O THE DESTITUTE

Baglie to the persistence of severe conditions in the
province and the countyy in the early depression waszs the feil-
ure of government to sssume control of the eeonomy or respon=
gibility for the destitute, Cansda treditionally was governed
by e striet free-enterprise system and economie guidelines
were considered a transgression of zuthority. 4t the begine
ning of the depression governments were coneernad with weath-
ering the recession and were gulded by policies of immediate
political expediency. Consequently 1o co-ordinsted or camre~
fully planned rellef polley was set up end szlthough vast sums
of money were sllotted zg comditions deteriorazted, adeguate
control over their expendlitures by the provinces snd hundreds
of sunicipslities was impossible, Typicael of the problens onfe
countered in allocstion of mublic funds were the reliefl canps
in British Columblae

Eerly in the summer of 1931 the govermments in Victoria
arnd Ottaws hed mevedvin conjunction to set up publlic works
cemps to house the tremendous influx of individusls who were
draining the resources cof the urban centers, £ total ofvtwa
hundred thirty-zeven camps capable of sccomedating over 18,000

men were erscted, egulpped and adﬁiﬂisﬁ&reﬁ by the »rovince

-5Gm
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with onme-half the total cash outlay supplied by the dominion,t
The men in the camps were provided with food, shelter,
hospltal and medical requirements, necessary clothing, and a
cash ellowance.? An extensive program of rosd work was undere
taken snd z specisl arrangement wes mede with two transcontine
ental railways to provide free transportation to the work
camp2e During the winter months when work wss suspended, scme
camps were closed and the halance susteined the occumants with
direct relief. Closure of the camps and shrinking provimcial
coffers left a number of unemployed with no means of susten=
ance. Some of them became restive gndinthe winter of 1932 cone-
verged on Victoris in & hunger merch.? Storiss of patronage&~

and corrunt administration of funds combined with the publice

lpritish Columbia, Department of Labour, AREL, 1931, 1932,
Pe Eﬁl .

2During prepsration of the csmps a provisionsl system was
get up whereby men would work an eightehour, five and one-half
day week and receive 35 cents per hour 1if supperting depende
ents end 25 cents per hour if not, leseg %1 per day for food
end shelter. "Work Cemp st Crowsnest,® FFR, July 31, 1931,
Pe ke The basiec Tate was lster fixed at %2 per day for a fore
ty~elight hour week and wes gradusted for more highly skilled
occupatiocnsy 85 cents per day wes deducted for boerd snd sccom-
odatlion. In November 1931, the province was unsble to eontinue
the existent rates snd thereafter £7.50 per month was given in
return fer twenty,s six-hour days end the camps were restricted
'to gingle mer., British Columbls, Department of the Attorney-
General, "%Workerz Demand Better Conditions,®™ sttorney-CGenerslls
Fapers, art. 151, AP 2, 1932.

3The demends included: three meale a day and no work or 24
& day, thres days g week, nc discriminstion snd =11 to be gent
back to the camps from which they came. Ihid, .

Hayotter from He Ge Perry to Te Do Pattullo. liare 27, 1933,
cited in Ormsby, ODs _Cites Pe 447



afl -

stion of the resctionery Kidd Commission Feportd tended to
aceentuate an glready tense situstion. Partly sz s conseguence
of the unrest but prineipslly because of provineisl finanecial
difficulties the federsl government assumed the entire cost of
relief to simgls: homeless persons in urban centers on Hovember
1, 1932. The situstion in the province continued to deterior-
ate. however, since many whe had struggled =zlong on their own
efforts through the vreeceding years found themselves at the
erd of thelir resources and were compelled to zmvrply for rublie
assistance. Although the federal goverrnment tore the whole
finencisl responsibvility for malntzsnsnce of thes Zritish Colune
bia relief cemvps, the province asdministered snd allocated
funds. Apvointments from the unempioyed te sédministrative
pogltions snd awerding of contrscts to supply the camps with
eszentiasls were metters of contention zmeong the pubrlic and
agecugations flowed freely.é' In order to celm fesrs of misal=-
location of public furds and sdministrative aprointments, ad-
minigtration of the reliefl canmps wes turned over o the Depart-
ment of Nationel Defence’ on Hay 1, 1933.8

Under the Del.lls gingle homeless unemployed men entered
the cemns after proving that they were fit for marnusl labour,

free from compunicsble dlscase, sné were Tritish subjects,

51vid., p. W48,

6”Letter from K. B« Eennetdt tc 3« Fo Tolmie,*¥ Tolmle Papers,
Vaﬂ-, U.B.C.’ Oete 28, 1{7}?05 Pa 3c

7Herea$ter referred to 28 DeNeD.

8Jemes Tayrs, In Defence of Caneda; from the Grest War to
the Great Depression, 10T., UniVe O LOT. Press, 1967, De 126.
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elthough the latter stipulations were not always rigidly enfor-
ced.9 Persons found unacceptable to the DL, N.D. remsined the
responsibility of ths province or municipslity. The men asecept-
ed were plmcad on the nearest project toc the plsece of applie-
ation in which there was & vacancy: MAccomodation, clothing,
food snd medical eare were provided in kind and an allowsnce
not exceeding twenty cents per diem% was provided, “Eight
hours per day will be worked; Sundsys and statutory holidays
%will be observed; Seturday afterncons will be used for recrea-
£10Ne 0 L0 Mediecel, dentsl and optical fsgollifies were pro=-
vided by local practitlionsrs retpined on & contract basis for
gzervices rendered at ths site.ll

The physicel state of the carps was comparatively good
in relation to meny of the logging, rallroad and mining canmps.
However, investiigators did ot resllize that the lives of orde
inszry bush workers‘mere rendered tolerable by the prospect of
exrning & lerge sum of money and‘returning to more oivilized
areas to spend ite Although "the men in... the aamp[ﬁ] are
feirly comfortable, vlenty of good food, rumning hot and c¢old

i
water, good bunks and clean crockery to eat withsee ,12 the

9G. #. Lefresne, 54984/CwW0, The jioysl Twenty Centers: The
De‘artment of Xational Defence end Federal Unemployment Hellief,
5y Kingmston, unpub. Honours B. 4. Thesis, Boyzl E}
tary Cﬁllgge of Canada’ 1962’ Fe 460

lGCana&a, Policy and Instructions for the Administrstion of

Unemplioyment helief Cemps for Sinsle, Homeless, Unempioyed Hen,
1933, pe le

Yiefresne, ops cites b 60C.

12ppatisn Colunhis, Deparitment of the Attorney-General,
*Letter from Relief Camp Investigetor to the Attorney-General,®
Correspondence, art. 227, Febe 15, 1932,



atmosphere and cocking methods were seldom conduecive to
eulinsry enjoymente “The zoup kitchen always seemed to he

located in unsultable premises that some politicelly fave
oured landlord had rented tc the govermment. The cdours
of the foud cooked last year mixed with the odours of last
month and last weeke To serve such masses, heavy relishge
was placed npon boiled dimmers, hash and cereals, HEvery-
thing was usually overcooked and served on metsl plates
wlth twisted forks and knives.d

The attitude zand temperarent of zdministrators in the
camps often varied in relation to their proximity to the inter-
provinelesl boundery. Superintendents of the camps unless of
the most liberal digpesition, became increasingly curt toward
the transients who came into the province snd reguested asimite
tance to the camps only to stay long enough for a mesl and bed,
then proceed on thelr way. However excasptiomns uwere known and

it was relayed smong the men coning west that they could obtain

a bed and a couple of mealz at the more hospitsble centars.lh

Transients whoe "rode the rods® in from the Zast were less
ineclin=d to the redical ideass thet were prevalen: on the Cosste.

The talk of transients coming West is mostly about the goed
trestment men get in comparison with the prairies znd the
EZaste British Columbia hoapitality is known seross the cone
tinent. Prench Canadisns and Yova 3cotlsng were plentiful
and it is motlicesble that the msjority of these transients
are very young peopls, many of them Just [ﬁavinm left
5cli00leses Cne can hesy a lot of intelligent talk in ref-
.erence to the present depression, lots of suggeﬂtions ag
to what the goverrmsnt ouzht to dos The prairie element,
especizlly ths farming peorle are louwd ir thelr Jdencunce=-
ment of the Soviets, blaming them for underselliing our
farmers® productScees _

[?hile in.Kamlocpé} I asttended the Central City

13@'1'&3, OPe Cituy DPe 146-111-?.

Wprytish Columbieg, Department of the Attorney-General,
"letter from Helief Camp Investigstor to the &ttorrey-Ceneral.
Correspondencs, artse 255&.256 June 21, 1932.
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MHissien where meals were issuede There iz a lot of kicke
ing there mostly among foreigners snd Scotchmene I aglso
noticed that there is g little diserimlinstion at the Hige
sione. The fellows who sppesr to be civil and try to look
as 1f they apprecisted the hend outs they recelved seem
to get the best deals Krown Reds get pretty peor picke
ingse. The difference isg very noticeable,

%hile ip Vancouver I distributed leaflets condemning
Cooper®s garbage relief., I was right outside the relief
office on Cembhie Street, At least seventy-five percent of
the people getting rellsfl refused the lezflets and quite a
few told me I was craz¥. I was aslso out selling the Unemw
ployed Workers I took out fifty coples and hed a hard
time getting rid of them., Japs, Finns and Swedes would
[buy] but some of the people I offered them to would start
an ergument and perhapPs went to fightsees

Upon returning to Nelsor I find] Zhe Foseow News
and The Korkery, rpublished irn Toronta, sre not getting as
zood sales g8 they used tos The Western Worker, printed
in San Francisco, seems to be most populsTer

Large~scale gegregation of =zingle men on public works
projects 2t subsistence wages prepered the grourd for the egte
gblishment of rsdiezl orgsnization on ths seeds of digeonbent,lﬁ
The workers? organizatiéns hed strong ties with ths Comnunist
Party which led to the compilation of gn officisl blaecklist of
unicn orgasnizears, sithough in some camps unofficlsl working
arrangements developed with camp foremen., The union's dusl
role, first zs idealistic propagandists and zglitetors against
the existing economic and soecial system generally antagonized

the administrstion. Thelr practicsl rols was largely successful

lgibida | v H§:t f/t-/cwbw«« fiu«f"r“‘#e I+ - 6{5"""‘4’ s 1S ftf

léﬁarly in the depressien the Single Unemployed Workerst
Azsocigtion was formed and this led to s co-ordinsting Central
Council of Unemployed Organizaetionz inm 19731% the Council's
leadins branch was ths Nations] Unemployed Yorkersz' Aszsocige
tionr which was in turn conuected with the Workers'! Unity
League. Paul Phillips, Mo Power Grester: A Century of Labor
in British “olumbia, Vane, Sritish Columbis Federstion of
Tzoor & Romg roundation, 1967, Pe 105 Iin 1936 the Eelief
Camp Workers Union was reorganized imnto the Eellief Froject
Workers® Union. ZIbid., pe. 118.




in demsnding bettsr conditions, aiding recognition of camp
committees, and later under the D.H.D. 'z gdministration, in
relaxing rigid discipline.}? An informer on the redicel activ-
ities in the camps on the Lower Hainland had these observations:
I hesrd 2 lot of disgruntled talk sbout the Fationzl Uneme
ployed workers® Assoclsztions The ideas of the Independent
Lator Party zeemed to be most favoredesse Guite 2 lot of
eriticism 12 directed against lesders of the "HeUsWeheTaeoe
These men are always falirly well dresszed, able to buy the
odd beer, do & lot of tel¥ing arcund 61 Cordova, btut are
never in front if any trouble is brewing, end this is note
1ced and discussed ground the camp fires in the Jungles,
especially among English speaking people. Outside of the
kussians, Swedes and Finns, and of eaursg, the agitetors,
there is very little Red talk heard.eeei®
Faslically the cause of incressed radieal mcetivity durinz the
depregsion wae in the failure of the esconomile gystem to fun-
ction zmoothly. The common man could see gn ever-widening gulf
between his status snd thet of the preoprietors of indusziry.
Economic disparity opened the doors for the seeds eof discontent,
but the fallure of the traditional lebour unions to provide
some form of organizstion fitted to the needs of the relief
camp workers further opened them to the communist organizers.
The camp occupents suffered most severely from boredom
end lomelinesge. In most of the caemps there were ro recreal=
ional fscillities and the individuals had no resocurces, although
s small proportion of the relief funds was gllocsted to recra-

ation facilities sfter 1235, Instances of magazines and newse

17relter cemp organizaticons of any kind were prohibited by
the DD, but in meny, locel sdministrators allowed committees
to present abuses.

18:p1tish Columbla, Lepartment of the Attorney-General,
*Letter from Camp Investigetor te the Attormev-General,®
Correspondence, srts. 255 & 256; June 21 19324
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pepers supplied by charitable orgenizations were compmon. Some
of the more resourceful individusls turned to such artistic
pursnits e2 wood-carvin: and charcoal drewing while others
gspent long hours debatirng eurrent world pro&lems using idess
borrowed from the few books which were donzted. But the grest
majority whiled awsy their time'story-telllng. rleying cards,
darts end prectical jokes. 1In a communciation received by the
Fernle Free Press cemp workers revealed some of thelr interestst
Would anyone bs kind enough to forward any of the old rec-
ordse as the boys ocut in rellefl camp have an c¢ld gramovhone
of which the spring iz going rusty for. want of something
to dos 4n old radioc would be very acceptablz, in fact
anything to cause g little amusement and while sway the
nature whih mo Tesompemsessssld o o) Tiow et @i
The relief camps of thz Crowsnest Pass generated compsre
atively 1little diseontent. One dilsruption occured in 1934,
wher ebout eighty men walked out of the Hroley cazmp st Crowse
nest objecting to the food preparation and guslilty, tut office
ials were not unduly hersh and the men were guartered in ad jsc~
ent camps throughout the district. 0 As the depression linge
ered on and the future of the indigents showed ne signs of
trightening, dlscontent smong the relisf camp workers inersased.
The temse situation reached a peek in 1935 with the snnounce-
ment by Prime Minlister Bernett thst the camp worksrs would he

deprived of thelr vote in the coming elestion, 2t In April a

19%communication,® FFP, Dece &y 1931, De e
20%3 0cal and General,™ FFP, Febs 2, 1934, pe 5,
Zlwp, €, Communists asnd Socislists Unite for infranchise~

mont,® Bs C. Workers® Hews, Jan. 18, 1935, p. 4.
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rumber of interior camp workers converged on the city of Vati=
couver on & "work and wages® strike and demarnded the right to
vote snd recognition of the camp committeées. 4 clash with
Vancouver pcolice was not enough to induce Ottawa to enter nege
otiations and eut of desperation the unsucceszful On-to=Uttaws
Ferch waz begun on.&unav3, 19135,

The chenge in govermment which trought Hackenzie Xing to
power inh the sazme year simultenecusly rendered velitically pose
sible the public dencuneement of a relief camp system which was
incressingly drawing the ire of public opinion. A relief camp
committee zet up by the new government, while generally vind-
icating the =dminlstration of ths camps, recommended that they
be replzced by %work and wages®™ camps. The new scheme edopted
by the dominion arnd edministered by the federal Depertment of
Labtour esteblished rellef workera in railway, farm and forestry
caxps, marking the emd of the unemployment rellefl csamps.

Operation of public work camps by the Devartment of HNate
fonal Defence ceased Junme 30, 1936 snd the Department of Lebour
arrenged with the Cansdian Hatlonpel and Censedisn Pscific Hall-
wa¥s To carry cut msintenance work to provide some employment
for the men being discharged. Approximastely 2,500 men, sbout
half on forestry development and ths balsesnce on public works

rrojects, wers provided werk and sccomodatione 22

229ne men were peid 30 cents per hour for eight hoursy 70
centg per day was deducted for board snd shalter., A portion
of the esrnings was withheld as z performsnee bond end return-
ed following terminstion at the rate of 24 per week until it
was fully refunded. Fritish Columbia, Department of Lazbour,

ops Cites 19736, pe T83e
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in 1935 & youth training »rograx was introduced uy the
provinecial government in an sttempt bto cultivete initistive,
particularly among ths young unempieyed. FLarlier in thes de-
pregsion: the provincisl govermment hsd sided would-be miﬁers
te tuild eceess trails to prospeetive mining sress but discove
ered thet an inordinaste sum of money was beilng spsnt to butld
beautiful tralls to unprofitable and often non-exiatent cla;ms.
Under the 1935 scheme all details of ecleims, The stages of deve
elopment and sssay resulis were submitted end evalusted to Obw
tein a possible grent of rifty percent of the total cost of
aenstruchion.zB

In ¥ay 1935 a sizeable sum wes silotted by the Labour
Department to the Foreat ELraench for the smployment of young
single men, with the objeet of fitting them for empleoyment in
the forest industry. +he Labour Department selected the men,
preference beinpg given to those between twenty-ocnz and twenty-
fi%e who had been reslidents of the province for ten yesrs amid
posgessed at least psrtizl high school education. Ireining
wag givel in the comstruction of buildinss, rosds, treils and
bridges, end instruction in the fundamentals of forest protect-

ion, cruising, scelling, mapping and survaying.zh dnnouncement

Rjﬁuring 1935 there were eight hundred nine individusls who
recelved grubstekes to enable prospecting for minerals and to

rlacer-mine, Ibld.,, 19738, p. K84,

24The Labour Department sllotted %90,000 to the program
which permitted smployment of 38G men until the end of Septem=
ber at a rete aof $1l.75 per day, less 75 cents for room, nete
ting them %15 to %20 monthly with an sdditional %10 sllowsnce
for the sezson., Work was divided into three classifications:
Forest Zxperiment Station Vork, Forest Trsil Improvement amd
Torest Haengar Assistants.
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of the profezect was rsceived with great enthusiasm by the people
af the Crowsnest Fass and ontimistic predictions were made of
the future possibilities of the scheme., Although the plan op=
erated throughout the remainder of the decede and reached a
pealk participation of five hundred men in twentye-eight camps
during 1938, the overzll success was limited by & lagk of fun&s
end & feilure of meny of the Eengerss Assistent bangers and
Petrolmen to co=operste out of fear of losing their positions
to younger men.25 Kevertheless & few men were plsced in the
offices of Tengers as az2ssiztants, and a rumber of others were
ziven constructive escape from the rellef lines during the
sumnery monthse

The forest and mining plan in Eriftish Columbla was eXpane
ded later in the year inte a2 Jolint Dominione-Provineizl Youth
Training Progrem, on a fifty percent share baels for projects
submitted by the provinces snd approved by the donminion. Un=
employ=d mesles snd femsles beltwesn the ages of sizteen and
thirty of any race, religion or politiesl bellefl were eligible.
Allowanceg corresmonding to the rrovirelisl cutlsys were prove
jded, with the excepntion that the federal scheme sllowed trave
elling expsnses to reeslive instruction sway from Homey compen-
sation for mecidents, plus 21l equipment and mebterisls. Fernle
¥zg ons of four aress of Pritish Columbies in which mining was

offered. After completing the mine training, those who gquale

250ut of wmine humdred thirty men applying, five hundred nine
were enrolled in 1935: one hundred eleven men obtained employ-
ment at the end of the course, fifteen left on thelr own accord
“grid the balange were laid off zt fthe end of the projects.
“daye Plan n Suceess,® FFP, Nove 22, 19355 DPe le




ified were given a further three month course in field wmetheds
including lode and placer ;rospecting end explorstion under a

26

gualified engineecrs in sddition to the mining instruction

which wss very successful, courges in home economices and care
rentry were well asttended irn the "Pass® area-z?
The ability of the women in the *Pess®™ compunities to
survive the depressicn was attested to by their fortitude in
orgsnizing projects similar to the male versions. In late
1938 & group of unemployed women from Fernie met to organirze
zn educsztionsl and occupationsel treining group which was to
be & Jjointly sponsored dominiom-provincial pl&n.28
On December 31, 1936 a plan cems intc effeet to aid dege
titute farmers to re-estsblish on productive land. Grants were
supplied for transportsticon, clesrsnce of nsw land, end prove
ision of ferm stock, lumber and implements. A supplementary
scheme to resettle miners in the metelifercus mining areas of
the province wzas significant to the Crowsnest Paess mres. Howe
ever the refussl to compensate miners for thelr property, parte

iculsyly in the fesrnie ares where z consgidersble sum had been

spenrt in improvements led to the plents failure in the “xass“.zg

aéTrain@es received 50 cents s day and boerd plus 50 cents a
day borus gt its coneclusion if z certificete of profisiengy was
xonls Conade, ﬁebartmevt of Labour, ﬁeviaw of the Dominlone=Prove

2?”Com&unic&tien,“ FEP, Decs 16, 1938, pe. 8.

ze“ﬁotice.“ FEP, Hove 1B, 1938, ps le.

234 totsl of 156 persons were trensferred from Ferple district
to other partz of the province during 193¢ and 1937 at a cost of
$4,077.37. Thirtye-seven were sent to other provineces or over=
seas. 9193 Persons Transferred from Fernie in Two Years," FFE,
Hov, 199 1937' Da le
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Premier Fattullo's propossl for & contridbutory system of
heglth insurance in 1936 a;veared to initiste a new socizl cone-
sciousgness in the public of the province. Hedicsl care “»y the
chogen rhysiclan or gurgeoh, free hospital care, the services
of dizgnostiec laborstorizs, and neeesgsary drugs =nd nedicines
were some of the benefits under the provesed system which wes
to be fipernced by econtributions from employees and empl@yars.sﬂ
The nlan was not designed to 2id the unemployed who direly nee-
eded it,; but was oriented towsrds the wazge esrning pertion of
escolety wmhich wes capeble of providing for ite owrn medicel
needs, &hen the Leglislstive Asgsembly falled to glve the regque-
ired support and pudblic opinion was not pzrticulerly favour-
able toward the plen, it wss permanently shelved,

Eailura of the hospital insursnce scheme typified govern-
ment attempts to gid the vietims of the depressions The most
reépmnsive ef elszeted memiters did not feel public opinion would
epprove lerge-scale measures to &id the destitute, although
some sociai consciousness hed been stirred. The minimum pssisfw
ence provided accomplished very little snd large segments of
the populztion were retained on & subslstence level which, due
to lack of employment in unskilled tredes and opportunity for
technical training, caused meny to lose all initietives The

few retraining schemes for unsmployed, plagued by shortages of

307The employee peld two percent of his weges with 2 minimum
contribtution of 35 and s maximum of 70 cenis per weekj;: the.
‘employer pald one percent for the insured eaployees with a
mipimem of 20 and & meximum of 35 cents per week, HAritish
Columbia, “epartment of Laboury Ops Cite, 1935, b K8e
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funds snd malsdminiztration, did not rlace many trainees in
visgble employment. Although the disseminetion of rablic funds
to the destitute during the devression set a vrecedent in the
extent of alad provided, considerable improvement was neaded

ip their zllocsticn to ensure thelr mexXimum utillizatlion.



CHAPTER V
THE "PASS® WINERS3 AT BOME ARD AT WOBK

Around the 1life of the miner centered the structure and
cheracter of the soclety in the Crowsnest Passe. In the early
days the miner retained a high degree of self respect, and as
an integral cog in the ipdustriel wheel, wes well aware of his
worthe Lestern stesm cosl mining fields were medels of effic=
ient operaticn at the turpn ol the cernturyi the latest of
equipment and teehnigues were utilized and slthough working
conditions were poor, the vrospect of high esrnings offset
thelr influence. The compasny-owned communities were compare
etively well constructed snd offersd good sceomodatlion.

During snd immedistely following the First ¥orld vwar, optinum
prosperity was regched when unions by numerocus girikes infiue
enced management to ralse wages to a standasrd second to none
end to improve working conditlons considerablys.

In the "twenties®; the mine workers of the “Pass® exper-
ienced =z lessening of union vitslity as & decline in coal
orders foreced lay-offs snd wage reductionse The recesszion in
the ¥twenties” elso sew mining as an occuration hold a grade
vally diminishing stature. Hany workers were forced to sesk
other employment and wsges were no longer superlative.
improvement in seccomodation had not kept pace with the times

and waz a contentious izsue.

-73-
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It had been the practice particularly in the cesl mining
aress of the West for the compesnises to bulld houses and rent
them to the miners. Closed towns were z peculiasr charscter-
istic of the VYest and srose as a result of contrel by ths mine
operators of all land in the vieinity of ths pithead. Even in
areas where housing was made aveailsble on othsr than o lease-
hold basis, uncertaeinty of employment and lew earnings tanded
to deter purchese of homes. It was the policy of zome operste
ors in the "Pass® to control the men through ownership of their
living guasrters. In zome of thé aamﬁs men were employed only
if they lived in companye-owned dwellings, shd storess, hotels
and gervice utilities including schools and hespitals were
aither operated by the company or under licence from it. The
feeling of insecurity asmong the tenant~ecmployees that their
lives were dominasted in every respest led meny operstors who
reglized the strength ef the sentiment to czlm resentment by
selling company houses to employees et rzasen:ble rates., How-
ever the sales were often made under severe legsl condltions
such a8 a elsuze asllowing the company 0 resume nossescsion
without compensgiion if mestings were held in a miner's rese
idence. A common complaint that town utillitiss such as light-
ing, sewage disposal aeni waeter supply were arrsnged at the will
of the compeny rathsr then through municlipal orgenizations wes
rot always justified but azn =surs of dominstion did prevail.

Houses in mining csmpe ususlly were stereotyped rows of
bozx=1like sztructures that exhibited little creative imaginetion,
slthough a few were gpaclousy s0lid and modern in their time.

The relstively voor reputation of housing in mining camps was
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enhenced little by conditions in the Crowsnest Passs during the
depresasion period. A notable exceptlon was the city of Fernie
where = number of large, well constructed homes owned by Deow
rle in serviece and professional occupations graced zn attraeté
ive community, but the mejority of the employeses of the coal
company were not inhsbitants of the privately owned residences,
Miners for various aforementioned reascns preferred the com=
pany's houses which they lesszed. Exteriors of the housss in
the mining communities sdmittedly were meldom attrsctive amd
ususlly were dirty snd unpainted., Thlsz wes = conssauence of
the airborne coal dust which rendered meintenance of the exters
ier 1mposslb1e; In zshery contre=st however, were the lnteriors,.
Fnergy which would hrve been wasted on external besutifieation
wlth few exceptionz was turned to msintalning immeoculate ife-
ternzl conditionsa

turing the "thirties®™ homes in the Crowsnest ecommunities
generally deteriorated, whether owned by thz compeny or prive
ately; The Corbin strike im 1935 was pertly due to neglect
of company-owned houses and the refussl to rencvate them;
Eesidents of Fernie whe cwned their homes were barely able to
neet tax demends end malntenance of properties cessed complete
ely. Heslidents of the “"Pass? towns received utllities from
the compsnies arnd because the latter were inm poor financlal
gtreits, peyment of bills weg = necessity. Conseguently many
of the unemployed cezsed uszing slsctricitys refrained from

using braths and = few were foreed to completely suspend ussge




1 Home ownerg and leasers were similexly

of water fzclilities.
unshle to continue yesrly mgintenance ard properties deteriore
ated rapidly from neglect.

The life of the piner in the "Pass®™ district varied only
1ightly betweern the comnunities in which he livede 4 mejority
of the miners employed &t Coal Creek Colliery either lived in
the compeny=-cwned =ni operated town of Ceal Creek, or tresvelled
cn its Horrissey, Fermie and Yichel Eallway from Ferpnie, the
principel service center in the sres.s The townsite of Michel-
Hatel, twenty-five miles north of Fernie, and zll living quare
ters, stores, hotels aend service facilities were similarly
owned or leased from the Crow's Nest Pass Coszl Companye Rese
idents of the town of Corbin were in every respect dependent
on the fortunes of the Corbin Cozl and Coke Company.2

Mogt of the zinmers in the Crousnest region wers employed
undersground excapt at Corbkin where the "Blg Showing® was mined
by an open pit staam shcval operations Uork et the "face® as
g full fledged miner engzged lesgss than one~third of the aezn
emplayad,3 The majority of emvloyses were engaged in providing

and mainteining the trasrnsporitation systzm and in cleaning, sigw

1411 utilities were rented from, and in szpplicable cases,
rents slso payed to the company. Sanltation and water cost 21
per month for sach house and 50 cents per month for sach shack.
For houses with baths en sdditionsl $1 per month was charged.
Eleetriclity per sixteen candle power lipght cost 50 cents per
monthe Houze rentzls were approximately 210 to %15 per menth.
Contract bet tish Columbia Miners® Associztion of Cosl

Creek sné CHP 60¢; COsg 1931, e Doy Ne PUDey Ne dey Pe Je
238@ chape 1II, ne l1lle.

3cenada, “Seport of the Royal Commission on Coal, 1946, 1947,
Pe 295'
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ing arnd shipping the coal at the xmri‘aaze:a."F Working conditions
at the %“fpce® were determined by tﬁe method of cosl extractlon
which in turn depended partly on locsl custom but principally
on underground conditions, The older system of "roomesndepile
lar® mining engaged two or three-=men groups werking indspendi-
ently of other tesms but who were highly depen&ant on each
other. Peace, efficlency, zafety of working vraectices and earn-
ings5 were largely determined by the individuals on the team
who thus developed a strong sense of inderendence and self
reliance.

4 high degzee of teamwork was also essential in the more
modern end highly mechanized longwell nining, but instsed of
two or three men, as many as thirty were engaged on each team.
Hechanization where physical conditions permlitted mede possibls

nigher wagesé

for lighter work but slso required substitution
of the cld ploneer individuslise with e hich degree of dise
cipline; the work of an sntire shift could be disrupted by the
absence of g few kKey men., Nechanized longwaell techniques were
utilized more extensively in the Michel colliery than in Cosl
Creek where the room=-and=pillar methods prevailed.

Owing to the high outflow of inflsmmable gas and many

tragic accidsnts in the mines of the Crowshnest district, safety

practices were extremely ilmportsnt to all miners. The occupast-

brvide
2vyichin the general wage structure theFeeo determine how

much they esrn, for they are pzid asccording to the tonnage
they load out." Ibid.

bgost longwall mining 1s also done on a cohntract basise

Ibide
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ion=l hazaréd of cesl miners was higher than thaet of any otherxr
occcupation of simller size and nsture, and mors than three
times that of &1l Csnadian malez sged twenty to sixty—four.7
The rate of sccidental death among cosl miners in Tritish Cole
umtia was the highest in Cansde in the years 1931-1%41, and
baceuse of the higher outflow of zag in the Crowsnest ares
then in other mining districts, sccidents mere common., Thus
sefety procedures were rigldly uphel& and beceme an integrasl
part of ths industry in the districte.

Of the scelsl aspects of life in the "Pass®, the sctive
ities of the East Kcotensy Mine Safety Sssccilstion were under-—
taken with sn inherent seriousness skin to no other social
organizaticn. Ine basicslly serious nature of ths soclety was
mellowed by the socisl milieu in which its primery activity
wag helds Eeginning in 1921 snrual competitions took place,
originally to desl with secident victims but the sims were
goon equally directed to the more fundemental need for accid-
ent pravention.s It was discoversd theat the majority of =ecid=
enta in mines was due to insdvertent carelessness and it became
the purvose of mine safety associastions to mske 211 mine workers
congeicus of the value of safe methods., Esch year demonstra-
tions and competitions were held in first =2id epprlication,
safety methodsz znd mins rescue work. Host of those taking

part were cozl and metzlliferous miners szlthough =2 few were

7Ibide s De 2960

Biritish Jolumbia, Jepartment of HMines, “Fine Safety L350C=
iations,® ARMM, 19731, 1932, p. 4191,
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men from quarries and logging cemps. In most of the competit-
ions, a number of young people from school age up participvated
in 2 junior event which subsequently evolved into the Junior
¥ine Safety Competition.9

| In 1919 a Board of Examiners for cosl mine officisls was
established and in the same year certificates for exhibiting
competency as qoal miners were zlso introdueced and became vire
tual licences for undergrournd mine workers. The miner had teo
setlisfy the toerd as to physicel fitness, experience in mining,
and s gereral working knowledge of the English language.lo

Over the years Coal Creek Colliery was most affected by.

*bumps® or "outbursts“.ll During 1931 three serious "bumpsY
oceured}z one of sufficient vieclence to be felt at Fernie,
nearly six miles from the area. No lives were lost but large
areas of the mine were rendered unworkable for*weekng and
much of the track was torn wup. |

Although miners were becoming conscious of meny new saf-

9The total teking part in all competitions in 1931 was eight
hundred. Ibide

10In 1938, one hundred twenty-three eandidates wrote the
exemination and one hundred thirteen were succegsful.
"Bogrd of Examiners,® ibild.s p. G22.

llsee chap. I, ne 1l. Holes were often bored in the "face¥
which conceivably would allow the gas to be released less
vieclently,.

12Tn an attempt to gain more information, the Department of
Hines installed a seismogrgph in the colliery in 1932 which
would provide some werning and record of impending earth move=
ments.

13The expense and hazardous conditions brought on by the
pump® had =z besring on the decislon of the CNP Coal Co. to
cease operations at Coal Creek in 1933
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ety devices and procedures, the incidence of asccidents beyond
humsn precantionary meassures was still very highe In a week=
end explosion at Michel Colliery in July 1938, three mainten-
znce workers were killed when s lightening bolt wss conveyed
to 2 gas pocket at the mine “face® by the metal coel car rails.
It was a twlst of fate thet mshy more were not killed as a
ghift of sixtyeeight had worked the explosion arsa during the
week,1% A few wesks later a eave-in at Coal Creek seriously
injured s workmen in Number One EZast HMinej 1t preceded e seve
ere “"pump® by three weeks which took the lives of three miners’
end injured a dozen more who were caught under the falling
roofet> The following description was given by survivors:

They [felt as though they] had fallen from a helght,

landing heevily on theilr feet and then [werg] whirled

about dizrilys Allses zuffered grave discomfort from

suffceation from cosl dusteladen astmosphere.lé

The mine unions, like the mine safety organizations,
weyre a most importsnt aspect of the cozl miner's life, All
company employees were eligible to Join and from the members
were seleeted the officers and committees to meet and discuss
with the companiez cornditions and welfare of the employees.
The unions in the "Pasz® hod & long history and were an importe
ant aspeet of community life.
The mine union as a vital force had been introduced inte

the Crowsnest Pass g8 an instrument to ensure s.fe working

lherpree Killed at Michel,® FFP, July 8, 1938, pe 1.
154 pceident Fatal to Three,” FFP, Septe 23, 1938, Ds 1.

lévpprave Hen to the Rescue," FFP, Zepte 305 1938s De le
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conditions in the mines after an explosion in 1902 which hed
cleined one hundred twenty—eight llvese Orgenized lasbour
graduslily beceme an institution in the 1ife of the ®Pass®™
miner, not only to guarantee a reaszonatls sterdard of living,
but elgo g5 & collsctive force to ensure safe working condite-
ions in an extremely hazerdous occupation, to snsure clder
miners end disebled men of work they could perform wuhich zvoided
their t-ing discarded wher thelir usefulness gs lsbourers had
ended, snd to obtain specizl consideretions for abrnormzl condi-
tions under the contrazet system of mining.

The recerd of wage sdvancement during the first twenty

of this century parallsled unprecedented prosyerity in

n

¥aar
the co=zl industry.l? The aversge industrial wage for =11 male
employess in British Columbla was almost six dellsrs less then
that of the coal industry in 1920. Decline of the cosl markets
during the "twenties® sgw the unions graduslly loze strength
and by the time of the “Great Depression] organization had
revarted to small locel agreements,

The "Pase® gres wag ovrganized urnder the jJurisdiction Qf
the United Hine workers of fmeriecat® during the first cuerter
of this cemturvy. The U.¥.UW. sntered Hestern Csnsde vostidsting
developmernt of broad coverase baergaining for the cozl fields

in the central United Ytatesl” after ths turnm of the century.

175ee Table XXI.

laﬁereafter referraed £ ag The U, lM.Wa

lgﬁ. Ae ILogan, The History of Trade Union Orgenizstior in
Canada, Chics, Unive of Chlic. Press, 1920
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2t thet time minineg was confined to Vancouver Izland end the
Crowsnest region, centering on ¥ichel and Fernie. The Western
Federztion of Winers had previously attempted organirzation of
“he area but stepped aside for the powerful newcomer in 1903
wher the U.H.¥. obtained s contract with the Crou's Nest Pzss
Cosl Company., In 1906 snd 1907 the union ezpanded end signed
contracts with most of thes smeller companies mlong “he southern
route of the Cansdien FPecific Railways As =z conseguence of
this expansiong the mins cuner: formed themselves into the
bBesatern Cosl Operstors Asgociation and sighned 2 Joint collietcte
ive sgreement with the UsHoeWe in 190%; the first of ites type
in Csnada., Tha first melor strike in the "Pass¥ occurred in
1911 wvhen a sympathy sioppage 8 & result of en unsuccessful
attenpt by the UsHeWs to ormzanize the Cumberlend and Ledysmith
loezlae on Vancouver Island deteriorated into ome of the lonsest,
moat bithter and expensive ztrikesn in,Canadian‘hiatory.ZO

Buring 191B the miners of Distriet 1821 staged & strike
in = digpute over the introduction of a compulsory eight-hour
day in the mines. In the ridst of the locel striks the newly

formed One 3ig Union2

2 called & generasl strike in Winnipeg, and
the resultant vublicity and show of strength gzained the new

union censiderahle sympathy emong the strikers in Western

207mi e strike caused Canedien Pecifie to turn te the Pene
naylvgrnia coal fields to provide the Trall smelter and led
to the termination of coal orders from the CHF Coszi Co.
Innis, Sebtiement end the Frontiers, pe 2835

2lptstriect 18 included the Yaneouver Island, Crowsnest Pass,
Southern flberte and Zouthsrtn Sazkatchewan loczls of the UMW,

22pereafter referred to ag tha .Y U
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Canadses Conseguently, many miners jJoined the C.E.U. and pree
cipiteted a schism in the UsHa¥e Whet begen 2s a loecsl come
pahy dispute became s jurisdictionzl battley and when the ¥ine
nipeg Gensrel Strike collspsed in the summer of 1919, the
struggle continued in the mines of the Crowsnest Pazss. Virte
uslly every employee of the Crow's Hest Pass Cosl Company not
engaged in menagement was strikebound,msking it the most ef=-
fective stoppesge ever called in the “Pass%, In 1920 the mines
were clogsed egsin for several weeks, and two years lster the
reenants of the O.E.Us novement staged another stoppage. The
"Pase® mines appeared to be destined to work stoppages every
time the contract between the union end the operatorsz expired.g3

In 1924, the disrupting influence of frequent strikes
combined with a lack of coal markets ceused = serious shutdown
at the Coal Creek Colliery. In the spring on expir& of the
previous ggreement, employers sought mzjor reductions in wsges,
gimilsr to the demands thwerted by the successful strike of
1922 snd negotiations throughout 1923. Desvite John E. Lewis®
controversial =slogan, "no backward s't;eep“",,gl“L aedopted by the
UeMoWe in face of the generzl rscession during the “t&enties“,

the union was forced to yleld because of a depleted treasury.25

23petween 1902 snd 1924, only the years 1904~1905, 1908, 1310,
19131915, 1918, 1920-1921, and 1923 were free from strikee,
Hug.b.,es,. ODe Eit’o g De 9”’.

2hrogean, ope _cltes Do 197,

Z5zmployers initislly insisted on a reduction of {ifty percent
but yielded to gn overall reduction of twelve and ons-helf
percent. BPBritish Columbia, Depertment of Leabour, ABML, 1924,

1825, De GUC,
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Fmployers were not satisfied with the agreement snd zlthough
the i*ichel Colliery was opened; Cogl Creek remained closed
throughout a seven morth work pericd. XNot until the minsrs
broke with the UsM.W. and mede sn sgreepment Tor another wage
reduction25 thrdugh a2 newly formed locel orgsrization was &
settlement reschedas

Closure of the Cosl Cresk Celliery and failure of the
union to provide sufficient fundg for the striking miners
hrought to the surface a disturbing problem which grew sxzceed-
ingly worse a3 the decade progressed. Heny of thes striking
- miners were advised to seek employment elsawhere because of
an expected reduction in production when ths strike ended, and
“syrensements were made by the provinecisl sovermment to pub
relief work in hand in order to cope with the... situatione¥27

Feilure to sdjust to rapidly chenging conditions in the
industry signified the end of the U.H.W. as an influence in
the Western Cgnadlen coal flelds and left & vold which was
filled by 2 new upnlon comprised of fragments of the tradite-

ionsl induetrisl unions. The Hine Worker'=z Union of Cénﬁéazg

would never sttasin s following of the megnltude that the UaEeW.

had commsnded nor effeetively improve condlitions for the worke

ars in the Crowsnest diestrict, Suspected irnitislly of comnecte

fons with the communist movement in the fmerican coelfields,
the rediecsl terndency of its program caused unessiness scong

werkers and neszr panie in menegement cireless The new union

Zéit waes for fifteen percent, Ibid.

271pide

28uereafter referred to as the FeWelUsCe
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partislly guelled ﬁetfactars in the late "twentles™ when &
more distinetly Censdlen form was espoused, asrd sffilistion
¥as mede with the All-Canadiasn Congress of Labour soon sTter
its orrsnmizetion, but in 1931 &t revertad to *ies with the
korkerls Unity League. the general representative in Cansds
of the Bed Internmstionsl of lebour unlons, The League used
the method of working within estebllshed unions or organized
industries where rno unions previously existed: Ythe orgenize
stion of the unorgsnized must be the main and central tamsk of
the Workert®s Unity Lsggue of Caﬂadaq”zg
In the “Fass®, the union locsls ah Fernle ard ¥ichel

were orgenired sepmretely under the Fritish Columble Finer's
sssoctationd® sfter the bresk with the UsMeW. in 1925, Pres=
sure wes applied pericdicelly on the local bodles to rsslign
with gp intermztions)l union, perticularliy sfter 1929 when the
FelaUe Ca begsme entrenched in Colemen end Corbin, UWith agree-
pents due to terminste in 1930, the representatives of the
loceal unions in the “Fass® met in Coleman in an unsuccessful
sttempt to zgree on a contract thet would encompass the disg-
trict, L& vote in Kiehel and Fernie in September 1931 to Joln
 the FeWsUeCo ¥hich was negated after charges of gtuffed bellot
boxes were lald, the news of the tragic Tstevan strike called
immedistelv after affiliation with the FeWeUslo wes madé, and

the threatened refuzel of locsl employers to negoetliaste with

Z9eritish Columbis, Depsritment of LsbouT, Obs citey 1936,
Pe K67

30Log&n, 1oc. cite Hereafter referred to as the BCUA,
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the new union, combined to inmfluence miners to vote down the
affiliation at o gensrel meeting.gl 7

Agitation eased im Coal Creek after repudistion of the
Ha¥aUales but it inereased in many other centerz in the Crows—
nest, A4 strike was cslled in Colemen in Farch 1932, snd an
attempt wes made to extend the stoppsage throughout the distriet
with optimistic hopes by the unlon leaders thst workers scross
the country would stase & general strike inm support of the mine

e
EIB-JZ

The newly orgenigzed union was short of strike funds
which led to re jection of the stoppeze by a number of destitute
miners end near ricts between the disasgreeing factions.33 The
Tive-month strike was eventually btroken with the aild of a cone
tingent of RaCeluPe offlcéers and the mines recpshed on the
btagis of the previous sgreement with the ezception that known
radicals would rpot be r&hired.3a Several le&ders were Jsziled
which hsatened the rapidly widening splii between moadershbe snd
redicsl unionists, > and the determinstion of the readicsls

hsrdened in the face of reactionsry organizations formed to

Hin & referendum tn 1929 requiring o two-thirds majority,
334 voted in fevour of jJoining the FWUC, 259 agairqt, out of
a totsl of 14350 eligitle. %Vote igainst Hew Union," FFP,
July 5, 1929¢ pe Ly

324pags Miners on Strike® FFE, Eare 25, 1932, Pe 1 and
“Bellavue Ken Strike,® ¥FFP, Ape 3y 19325 ps 1ls

3ngerike Trouble at Dellevue,® FEP, May 6, 1932, De 1 and
"The Coleman Eine Trouble,™ FF2, Key 20, 193?, De le

Hegagicals sdmit Defeat,” FFP, Bey 27, 1932, De le
Baﬂéllage& ‘Reds' Beat Up Hoderates at Blalirmore,® FEPR,

July 18, 1932, Pe &4 and “Trouble M¢kers on Trisl,” FF@,
Oct. 16; 19’-{2' p‘ 1.

R
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halt the extremist trends by fsrce-aﬁ
There was sound basis for advocates of the existing
gystem t0o be alarmede The most flagrant ezasmple was ths towm
of Rleirmere which eleseted a compunist clty council end school
board, rensmed thelr mein street #Tim Buck Boulevard®,’? cele=-
brated May Lay end Hovember 7, the snniverssry of the Russian
Revolution, =25 the sole school holldays, and zebtively orgznized
and supported Young Communist Clubs zmong the youth of the
community.38

The next community in the Crowsnest Fass to experience =a
work stopnage and breask with the existing unlon lergely at the
instigation of the HiWeUa.Ce was HNichel-Natels, The H.W.U;c;
gained conslderably mare.influ@nce in Hichel than in Cosl Creek
beczuse of the lstter's fear of sntagonizing & mensgement Syl
pathetic to the ides of ceasing operations ecompletely. By 1934
the radicel union leaders hzd succeeded in sttrsetin: a vortion
of miners awey from the BeCelsbe A strike was czlled in MHay
based on the demands that employses collect their omn.dues,39
211 work zvaileble be divided wlith unemploysd miners who had

been suspended, and working conditions be impreved. A mejority

36wk1u Klux Klen,® PFP, Septe 30, 1932, Pe e

3?ﬁ large boulevard with rockeries and lighted with =z huge
neon sign reeding “Tim Buck Bouleverd® wes construeted in 1934
snd eventually was dismesntled when the communist city couneil
was defeated in 1937. ©“Tip FPuek Soulevard, Famed 3treet in
Fleirmore wlll soon be Memory,.* FFE, dept. 17, 1937, Pe 1.

3Barne Government st Blalrmore,® FEP, Febs 22, 1935, Pe be
3%anagement deducted dues from wages in th~ "checkeoff®

syaten and conseguently only sceepbabla organizations rec-
elved the funds,
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of the mirners fsiled to support the ¥.%¥.W.Ce¢ znd = return to
work was sucecessfully agreed upon without incident under terms
of the old contracts*0 The relatively tranguil ssttlement of
the ¥ichel strike was ominous in the face of forthiéonming events,

Typical of the lsbour unrest during the *thirties® was
the 1935 strike which spelled the end of z %Pass® community.
The town of Corbln,near the interprovineisl bvourdary and four-
teen miles up & mountzin pess from the mein reil and hichwey
arteries, hed been founded ty Ds Cs Corbln of Spokens, 2 raile
way megnate spd finsncler, in 1908, Corbin grew ag & GOZl COMe
peny towny houses, storesg, schooly hosgpltal, tresnsvortation
services and utilities&l were exelusively company-owned.
Eouses were bullt in the traditionsl mining town pesttern with
either s standard one or two storey frame and the gtores were
lesged to the oper&tor.hz One doctor wes retained and provided
with lodging by the companykta serve the miners who entered
into sgreements on z monthly basisy payments were deducted from

their wages apd transferred fo the vhysiciane

£lthovgh the comzunity wes completely dominsted by com-

“Opritish Columbia, Department of Lebour, oP, eites 193,
Pe LEQ and *Hichel Finers Returm to wWork," FFP, Junme 1, 1934,
Pe le

&lall utilities were reszonsble compared te other "Pass®
townse Fetween 1931 and 1934, water was #1.50 per month, and
slectric lights 50 eents per month per forty wstt bulb. lse
of the company wash houze cost each mimer %1 per month snd
garbege disposal wes provided for 50 cents per month,

“zThara was no evidence of rrice~fixing. TFersonal intere
view with Erse. Ps Barstellli, resident of Corbin from 1911 to
the present timsa,
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pany policy, conditions were generally gocd3 smd emrloyment
wes relatively higher thean in other aress of the "Pass® during
the depression until 1935, due to a constant market for the
varticulsr type of stesm c¢osl mined in the arga.h& Corbin
miners had besn less effected by the generesl retrenchment of
weges in the late *twenties®™; the I mlation of the town end
hizher cost of livinpz because of poor transportation facilite
ies necegsitated higher compenseatory wages.”s

Few employees were asctively ccgg}g&gzgy; until 1933 when
a combination of fzetors led to a strike which drew attention
to several seeming abuses. In that year, s steam shovel wasg
introduced in the open=-pit mine which replseed a number of men.
4 level was sealed cff.due to sn uncontroilable fire and another
ruled as unpfafitable at depression rates. The problems were
given voice by an extremely vocel ¥ine Worker®s Union of Can=

adae *¢ The leading voices of the M.#.UsC, visited Corbin and

%31n 1929 at the time of the cpening of = rosd into the town,
Corbin boasted fifty cars. "“Corbin Kosd Open Saturday,® FFZ,
huge T, 1929, pe le¢ By 1935 there were one hundred ten, valued
at $130,000 snd slthough no figures are svallsble to compare
other nining towns, the community was relatively cuite prosper-
ocuge “Corbin Situastion,™ FFP, Ap. 26,1935, ps 8 ¥ages ranged
from o minimum §4.50 per day‘underground to a maximum £6,
except for contrsct miners who wers known to sarm 310 per day.
Agreement between Corbin Calllgries Lbtd, and Corbin finer®s
Aggocietion, Effective 4D, 1. 231, Terminastine Kars 31, 12}5
Calgary, West Printing COeys Ne Ge

bhhe coal at Corbin was good quslity stesm cosl, close to
the gurface sz0 that lasyge stesan shoevels could be used together
with other coal-cutting machinerys Eughes, 0De cifs; Pe 9ls

asEritish Columbia, Department of Labour, "Cosl Miners -
Corbin,* 0Ds eite.s 1934, p. L6k,

45Ahe HEUC wes joined in 1929, Yhed Element Keets Defeat,"
FFP, Far. 18, 1932, De l. _
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the surrounding districts and urged a militant stand on all
demandsy soliclted funds from other mining communities, and
generally agitated szgelnst the existing system. Nr. Uphiil,
MelieAe and member of the Independent Labour Parfy'supported
the-strikers,47 vrging that the miners refrain from vioclence,
The disturbance was quelled when the company agreed to carry
oﬁ development and maintensnce which required mirers at
underground 1evels.a8

Later in 1933 two underground levels were closed for a -
period af thirty days. During the perlodic lay=offs due to
lack of demand throughout the yesr, the compasny's trestment of
the employees was fair and payment of housing, water, light
and coal bills wes not rigldly enforced.”? In 1934 the com=
pany attempted to enact a wage reduction of four percent but
weg thwarted by a one-day work stoppage.5o Recurring rumours
that operations ﬁere to be concentrated at the "Rig Showing“5l
end that ley=offs were immiﬁenﬁ circulated through the small
community and maintained o dangerous emotional pitche

fhe situation reached = climax in January 1935, when a

52

minor dispute developed into =z major dissgresment based on

H74cos1 ¥iners, Corbin,” FFP, Jem. 20, 1935, . 1.
'MS“Corbin.Trouble Ad justed,® FFP, Auge. 25, 1933; D. 1l.

49uTwo Cosl Mines st Corbin Close," EFP, July 21, 1933, . 1.
5%pitish Columbia, Devartment of Lsbour, loce. cit.

51a term used for the open-nlt operastion.

52The reason given wes faillure to remailn on the job until

the end of the shift, although the vietim countercharged
diseriminstion in that five ether men hed ascecompanied him.
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demands for improved housing end working conditions33 and the
resulting stoppags forsed Cenadiaen Pacific to cancel orders
constituting sixty percent of the total production.54 The
cancellation caused mansgerent to lose all confidence in an
eccnomically feasible settisment and to terminste negotistions,
Sroradic working of the PBig Shnowing® was allowed throughout
the winter To supply schgols and homes but with the srnounce=
ment in March that the company would begin full=scale operate
ions to fill ocutstanding cosl orders, the union took s militent
stend. When electricity wss withheld from the workers! homes35
and Provincial Police were successfully recruited for protecte
ion of strike bLresiters, the stage was set for s major confronte
ations The presence of seventy-geven Frovinciasl Paliee56 and
approximately four hundred min&r357 walking from Blsirmore in

ald of the miners prepared the climate for strife. A rict

S3mritish Columbia, Department ef the Attorney-General,
"Report of the Constable of Corbin Detechnment of 2ritish Colune
iz Provincisl Police to the Attorney-Gensral®s Departmentg®
Corregnondence,; Jede 264 1935,

EaEritish Columbia, Depsrtoont of Labour, Spe olf., 1935,
FPe K635

55Eritish Columbie, Deparitmant of the ALttorney-Generel,
"Corbin 2trike, Letter from ths Constable of Corbinm Detachment
of Eritish Columbie Provinelsl Police to the Commissiocner,®
Corragpondence, Far. 25, 1235.

55Eritish Columbla, Depertment of the 4Ltlorney~Genersl,
"Radiograem to the Commisgsioner from the Offiesr in Charge
of 'npt E"iViSiQn’w iblds e ADe ?0, 1935.

573 Moy 1 celebration in Blairmore wss propesed to orzenirze
a mareh of 5,000 persons to gid the Corbin miners., Eritish
Columbiz, Lepartment of Laboury gps cites 1935, Te K65, A
totsl of 1,700 msrchers were prepsred U3 hike from Cslgary and .
Lo Elesirmors miners wers stopped by police at the interprove
incial boundarye “Corbir Situation,® FFPe ADe 265 1935, pe 8,




ensued 5 in which one strike bresker wes killed snd over forty

reople injure&;59 trenty=tuwo miners were convicted with sen=
‘tences ranging up to six nmonthst imprisenment.éc Hining opere
etions permensntly ceased and relief was r=fused to former
resi&entgél when they asttemnited to establish resiience in.ctha:
communitics in the ¥Pass¥, A number wers transported to Vane
couver, Harnaimo and New Westminster by borxear at the expense of
the province®? amd the remeinder deserted the stagnent commune
ity to filter intc other industries throughout tha districte

Labour unrest dsclined econsidergbly ir the "PassY zfter

58The following account is given by an officer of the British
Colunbia Provineisl Police: "e.e28 far as I can ascersain end
from our own observation I don't thirk thet the driver of the
- trastor was hit until the crowd wes praectically dispersed. The

tractor stopped shout five or 8ix vards before getting to the
erowd., iowered the blsde elose to the ground so as ne person
could get urnder it then proceeded towsrd the crowds 1 tried to
zet the crowd te 2llow the irazctor to pess but they refused.
When the traciter wa? withirn two ysxds of ther the crowd made a
rugh, sttacked ths men on the tractor as well =3 thirty of our
mene Fomen threw pepper in thelr eyes arnd the men used cliubs
and rocks. I comsider if the trector had stopped that all of
them would heve been unmerelifuiiy beestan to degth and their
only selveftion was to get sway from the erowd =5 soon as POS=
gikles The trzcier was only trsvelling aboubt three-gugrber
miles per nour, being in low gear st The timeeesee 48 far as I
czy make out the driver wes struck by = rock, stunned and nofe
entariiy floored just as the crowd was dispersing, but gll the
cthers were hedly beater up wren the rush was made on the Lrace—
tor.® Eritish Columbis, Depariment of the Attorney-General,
“Leport of the Officer in Cherme of YRY Division to the Attore
ney~Generalts Department,® Correspondancey Ape 24, 1935,

59ﬁgny of the injured were women. J1t wes sugrested with
sound bvesiz by police officers that women were placed in ths
forefront of nicket lines, = taectic used in previous strikes
at Flairmore srd Estevan. Iblds

6G“Gorﬁin Situation,® FFP, Lpes 265 1935, De Ge

Olegoitin wen in Heed,® FFEFy Sephbe 11, 1936, Do le

> s A S . <
6N“Lacal and Ganerszl," FFP, Sept. 18, ;9;6,_@. Se-
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the Corbin strike =nd in 1936 the miners rasturned to the
Jele We 3 merking the end of the violent obstructionism char-
scteriztic of the MeWeUsCa¥s reigns A storpage for recognit-
ion of the U.MHe¥e &nd inmprovements in wages and working conde-
itions was smicably settled in 1937 with favonrzble grants te

6
3 Return to en internstions]l union snd attendaent

the miners,
vest financisl resources indirectly intimidated the company
and an early agresment ﬁas‘reaehed.&g

Another strike by the UsH.We in 1938 served to sxtract
general wage increases ranging from seven to ten perecent. The
short stoppage and pey lrcrease indicsted e marked economic
improvement in the coal 1nﬁust£y and & return to a high degree
of unien.seli&arity.é5 4 sigrmificent clauze irn light of enste=
ing events would tefminate the conftrset In the event of a2
ngtionzl emeréenaya

Emphasls on the HeWelUsCe a3 the "villsin® is most often
suggested as the basis of much of the trouble during the early

fthirties® in the Crowsnest Pess and evidence supports this

interpretations UHowever the years of major work stoppages =lso

coincide with = period in which the ecoromy of the district wss

most unheslthy and workers were tha chief sufferers of the mal-

adye Crowsnest miners' frustration and disillusicwmment wuas

53Pay ircresses were from fifty to seventy cents per day with
an gversge incrsesse of twenty=five cents por eizght-hour shift
end union recognitions "CIO Union Recognlized,® Daelly FProve,
596 21y 19537, Ds le

ke yyert Fernie Hining Strike,* Daily Prove, Ap. 13, 1937,
pl l‘i"q

65n iners Get Inerease,® FFP, Dete 16, 1938, pe Be
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tyrified in the Corbin strikes The dliscontent experienced
during the "thirties" urder the lesdershlip of the HeWeUeCo
would heve been equelly disruptivs to thz stsfus o regard-
lese of the label attzched to the union organization asnd other
volces disapproving of conditions in the mining cazps would
have been branded llkewise az communistic snd tressonous,
ﬁlthough.th@ lssues with which the miners of the Crouge
nest were conecerned varied considerably over the deepde, a
rumber of compl&inté repeatedly appeareds During the entire
two decades sfter the First World 4sr, the unions were fight-
ing a ®held the line® policy in face of o genersl economic
receszion but perticularly of a declining coal industrye.
Fellure to a&éﬂst to changing cconomic conditlions snd contine
ustion of unrealistic demends led to large-scale ley-offs and
emblttered the miners toward the traditionsl imdustrizl unions
which refused to orgenize tha unemployed who were principslly
former minars. The avowed communist unions thus geinsd con-
siderable-influence smong an eclement of soclety whe conld cee
ne other sincere expression of conecern for their ﬁllght;
Although the mine unions =ere believed to be integral to
the livelihood of Crowsnest Pass miners prior to the “thirties®,
thelr strength at vericus times during the depression was none-
existents Uasge levels were undoubtedly raised to s relabtivaly
high stste in the lzte "twenties® and they were unrs-ellstic
when recessions in e¢ozl mavkebs oeceured. Union organizations
vere unbending in their maintensnce of exigting wage levelss
Instead of wag&s undergoing a relstive deeline in slack times,

2 few minere were retained on contrasety working lenz hours
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and earning high waeges to fill coel oxders while large nnmbers
were laeid off. It wes a characteristie of the depression in
Cahada that wages were malntained for a few while the vastly
reduced markets were compenséted for by the dismissal of the
surplus labour. Consequently azs the standard of living deelined
during the "thirties® due to large-scale economic retrenchments
and unemployment, the few who were still employed experienced
comparatively easier living conditions.

Coal mining as a way of life underwent a merked transit=
ion by the end of the depression. Skilled workers were unwile-
ling to venture to employment in mines of alternative aress
whose future wés cloudy, and their msrked lsck of confidence
displayed throughdut the depression wes partly due to the lack
of opportunity to utilize~théir only highly developed skills.
The self-esteem of individuals skilled in the trade grsadually
lessened as the reputsitlon of the cosgl miner went from = resw
pected occoupation with high remﬁneratian and integral vslue
to soclety to o étate where the industry was consldered by
most individuals by the late "thirties" to be a livellhcood,

parasitic in nature, that would disappear wlthout rublic support.




CHAPTER VI
INSTITUTIONS IN THE REGIOR

The unique eharazcter of the Crowsnezt Pess communities
wes riocipally zttributed to the nsture of their liveliheod,
The coal mining industry and its particular compeniss exerted
no less an influence on the growth of the institutions of
church, hospital and schocl. Uependence was basic because
fecilities and property were owned by the compesny in all cole
munities except Fernmie. PFinzsnoisl fortunes hinged on the ceconw
omic prosperity of the company snd indirectly it influenced the
policies of the institutions. 3imilerly the institutions in
the *Pess® reflected the conmunity¥s neads and aspirations snd
in thls way developed particulsr peculisritiese

Seversl ecclesissticsl bodies entered the Crowsnest Pass
digtrict at the beginning of the rallwaey veriod snd, as in 211
pionesr communities, they went through difficuii times provide
ing for the spiritual welfare of the residents. Eomen Cabthe
olic, #&nglican, NMethodist,; Presbyterian and Baptist churches
and the SalVatien Arny were zll founded in Fernie before 1900.
Although minsrs were not known for their piety,l the religious
institutions became an integrsl element in the soeisl life of

the compunities, Kespongiblility for forging =z strome link

IFerni@ wee described by an 2arly cleric as the “Sodonm of
the West%, IFHAy ODs Cilbtsg Pe 73

96~
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between church snd community ley with men of the stature of
the Reverend Hugh Grant. His Tuesday evening szatherings which
were attended by individusls from =ll denominstions, ard his
colourful beckeround as the 0n of = logeger who hed ®shentied"?
along the Ottaws Valley, brought the peeple inte close commune
ieetion with the chureh and ite teeschlings.

During the years of comparative praesperity prior %o the
deczde of ths "twentiesn", the policiss of churches largely
reflscted the viewreints of the community leaders who were
inclined to look with disdein con persons without vork in s
land of opportunity. After the rvecesslion of 1920 many Cansde
izng were unemployed srd because government provisions for rele
ief were insdeguate, the bturden for thelr welfere fell on the
shovlders of charitable institutions. In the =2arly years of
the "*Grest Deopression®™ the expending indigent ocpulstion soon
impressed the churechesg with the nscessity for grezicr involve-
ment in the relief of the unemployeds Accompanying the reale
ization thet the swelling numbsrs of destitute citlzens ware
rot responsible for thelr personsl plisht wesz en incressingly
critieal afttitude by the chursh toward the economic system,

At the Syned of the Diocease of Kootenasy in 19731, rovernment
relief comps were sdvecsbed whieh would be ®ourel¥ese instit-
ution[g] for relisf :geinst distress, and thet only the very

lowest wages, if zny, be pasid in sdditlien to the rellefooee ™

2p term for e Cansdien lumberman®s shesck used to connote
hastily built shaecks and ths transient nature of esrly logaing.

Jsrs gish Columbia, Zepartment of the Attorney-General, "Eese
olution 2Zdopted by the 3Syned of the Tioccese of Kootenay in Seg-
sion ot Vernon, Hay 2B, 1931," stborney-General's Papers,
arts 170,




Leter in the decade th=s churches begsn to raelirze the
resl despzsir of the indigents =nd urged thet the dominion govs
errment Pzive dune conslderstion to zome form of unemployment

insursnce, framed in sueh fashion z8 to plsce the Mmrden
of finencial stress upon soclety ss = whole rather then
upshn ths shoulderg of a compaersbtive few.”

A few institutiong took & very radical stsnd: *®¥Ye bellieve
that the competitive system must be transformed into =a
co=operntive one, ernd thst production znd dlztribution,
together with the wholes fiseal system, muzt be centrolled
in vhe lnterest of humsn nsed rather than for private
p.;!?»ﬁ}fi.'l:.1L

The nstionsl moderator of g Canadisn church ssserted the
position of his religlous orgenizestion while visiting Pernie
in 193, illustrating clearly the very far-resching change of
thinking which some of the religious hodlies had experienced.

The churchess must standi for s grester old sge pension
and an earlier period to receive ltees for contributory
uvnemployment insurance.se for & minimup werge snd the
epforcement of the lawess [end] that 1t is mad: impossible
[for anyone| §° work for = mere pittance, [?a%] starvate
107 WageSeene

However this was not to say thet sll religious bodies in the

Crowsneest Fesz were turninzg to 2 more humenistic view of 1ife.

Some s3ill maintsined that the nstion®s 1l1lls would be eased by

2 “back to the #ible” movement: Ythe outstanding need of the

hour is thaet of 2z greast religlious ravival”.é

In addition to brosd philosophical ztards on indireed

&British Columrbia, Depertment of the Attorney«Genersl,

fhesolutions of the British Columbis Conference of the United
Chureh of Cansdes Hay 1319, 1931,% ibid., arts 155.

5”5?3 He Grant'z Nessage.® FIP, July 27, 193, p. 8.

€ochurehts Moves to Relieve Depression,® FFP, Jen. 30, 1931,
De le :
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allevistion of the depression, the churchas tosk en active
interest in dirsct immediate azssistance to peoprle in need.
Facllities were provided for recregtion and for scclal intere
coursee’ Hezding materlsls and clothes were collected and
sent to the destitute,s fundg were ralsed to provide basic

sustenance for ths 1ndigent,9

and egulpment wag donsted to
hogpitals and schoolgel?

In 2ddition to providing charities, recreztionsl fzcil-
ities and cering for the basiec spiritual and inspiraztional
nesds of their parishioners, one religiouz tody also provided
a vitzl community sarvice in the form of an educaticnal instit-
ution. in eighte-room school and suditorium was eaﬁablisheé by
the Homan Catholic churchk in 1929 end although it was vital %o
the educationsl needs of the community, o diffiecult and largely
nxsuccegsiul struggle was carried on te obiain furds throughout
the "thirties®, In 1933 the Boly Family School snncunced %thatbt
it wonld ecloze should the muniecipality refuse its demsnd for a
per capltaz grant and for the remcovsl of tzxes leviced by the
nunicipality on the school and its groundse The school rege
gived ro tax monleg znd was supporbed by persons who &1se‘paid
taxes for public schoolsy although spproximetely 310,000 would

be required anruzlly from the terpayers of the district teo

?Cptholics Plan Hsll et Netal,® FFP, Hare 11, 1938, Ds le
3“6@mmun1caﬁion,“ EFE, Nove 1B, 1938, pe &

9*Locel and General,” EFP, Dec. 29, 1938, ps 5.

lO0*inited Church Heeting,® FFE, Febs 4, 193&, Do le
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replace itesll Its contimied existence seved Fernie from =
serious educaticnsl crisis és the nmumbers of students remsining
in school incressed grestly during the "thirtles®™,

Although the vopulation of the “Pass¥ tovns steadlily
decregsed after 1920, the remsining femiliez were more steble
and settled than earlier inhsbhbitants. Heny residents brought
thelr wives ami children from EZsstern Cenads or Turepe and new
impisrents brought their families resulting in zn increased
mumbeyr of school sge children to sccomodate,? By 1922 enrolle
nent at Fernie Central School necegsifated imnlementstion of =
double shift syzter, which solved overerowding of classrooms
hut resulted in an overworked and undermanned teaching staff,
The situstion was easzed when the provinciszl goverrment deeclided
to emend the Public Schools Aet limliting sz eclass to thirtys
five pupilslB ernd by the addition of a four-roocm extension to
Fernie Centrel Sehools Overcrowding wes further zllevisted in
1929 by the comstruction of the Holy Family Schoel in Fernile
gnd o twelve-room ztone school in Michel-=Hatsl,

The new faeclilities kept pace with normel student sttend-
ance until the mid-=depression erszs when zn incresszineg number of
young peodnle; who in esrlier years wounld have sought employ=

ment at fourteen or fifteen, remsined to complete high school.

1lecity Counell Meeting," FFE, Febe 19, 1932, pe le

12pernie Centrsl School was the lergest in the “Pass™ with
approximately severn humired students, There were schools in
Hichel=Hatel, and one and two room btuildings at Zlke, Horrigsey,
Coml greak, Eosmer, Corbin and Crowsnest. Debnholmy oD ¢lt.,
Piie 96w97.

3 R
1lvsehool Fosrd Neetingy®™ FEFE, Febs 15, 1929, pe la
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The provinclizl government smended the Fublic Scheools Act and
the compulsory startins sge was éhanged from zeven to six.lg
The resultant strein on exiasting faeelilities l=d to constructe-
" 4on of g four-year junior high school in Fermie in 1936,
Improvenent in the volume of tax collcetions and other munice
ipal revemass engbled the conastruction of s new techniceal
school 13.193?15 which provided sdecuste fzecilities for the
durstion of the deecsde. Consolidation of sehoel facilities
during the “twenties™ gnd "thirties® toock dlzee in Fernle end
HicheleNaotal prineipsally == the result of the deelines sf the
smellsr towns mpd tha comnseguent movement of the heads of faue
ilies to more stable employment, Secondly, the trend to
greater centrelization of school fseilitlies was initlated by
the desire to reduce costs and was rendered possible by im-
proved trensportetion servicess

The tesching staff in the schools of the Crowsnest Foss
ware vietimz of thes guztere financisl policiss during the
denression. In sddition teo the Joubling of clsssroom 10&@31&
some of the most drastic sslsry cute felt by sny loeellity in
Eritish Columbis took placeesin the “Ponsg®, Ll - Along with & fif-
teen percent forced selsyy reduction the teschers in Fernle and

Fichel=-Natal acqulesced when asksd to volunterily contributs

l&The starting age changed in 1936, “Compulsory School Age
Changed from Seven b0 351X in Be Ces™ FEE, APe 17, 1936, 7o 1l

15«pernie City Finawpes," FEP, Jams 224 1937, be 1s
16"56&061 Hotem,® FFP, Septe 1@‘9 19‘314 Pa Be

17410021 and Genmersl,® FEP, June 17, 19225 De Se
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snotheyr ten percentl8 to the municipality in =214 of the unem=
ployed.1? By 1933 ratepayers in Kichel-Natal had reduced the
salary cuts from twenty-five to seventeen and one-half pereent,20

Childran of the unemployed constituted 2 geriocus problem
for the sehool zdministrators. Early in the decade & plen fer
providing texthooks for the indigent children was gdopted and
was sugmented later by provisions for clothing snd optical
aids.?t In 1933 the president of the Crow's Nest Pass Cosl
Company began s fund to provide shoes for children of the des-
titute which prompted the provineciasl govermment to promise
that 211 indigent children would have clothing =nd school sup=-

?1165-22

'The indigent status of many psrents and the inability
of sechool tosrds to reise sufficient tax monies rendered prove
ision of textbooks impossible, obliging puplls to copy necéssary
notes srd information from theme2-

Despite the hardships scheool children endured during the
depression, = number of enmuzl socizl highlighte brightened
their outlook. Interschool asthletic competitions throughout

the %Pagcs® were common znd Fernie High School competed athlete

icglly end scademically ageinst other British Columbis towns

18ucity Council Meeting," FFP, Octe 7, 19325 p. 1.
191bid., Nov. 4, 1932,

28ugzchool Hotes," FFP, Nove 17, 1933, De 5.
2lugcnool Bosrd HMeeting,” FFP, Sept. 2%, 1933, p. l.

ZZagoyernment to Buy Shoes for Fernie Tots,™ Dally Prov.,
Septa 6, 19339 Pe le

23%5cho0l Board Meeting,® PFP, Sept. 29, 1933, De 1.
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and sorogs the irntervrovincisl snd internstionel boundaries.zb

Cne such highlight wzs the snmuel debate sgoinst Ealliswpell

7

(8]

tigh Scheol at which cuestions of contemporary impertance were

.

deliberateds 4 tyricsl exempls pertirent to the btime wes the
topic of 1938: *®Regolved that the United States should raline
teln its present policy of lsolstion in internstionsl affeziraY,
Academlicelly the difficult times did not anpesr to harm ths
achievement of the district?®s high school which rated nassr the
top in the province, perticularly in the zclences, 25

¥hereas school fzelliflss wsre overcrowded on ths eve of
the "Great Depression¥®, hospitsl bulldings and eguilpment wers
in & reiotively good state. An extenzion comrlated £o the
Fernie CGenersl Hospital afforded the ecity znd surrounding dise
triet sdequats acecomodatlion and meﬂern.equipmaﬁt.zé A small
company-orvned clinlc snd ore docter in the sommunity of CorMin,
and s simpilar bullding in ¥ichel-Natal served the needs of the
citirzeng eslthough & larger ard betier eqgulirped facility was

built in 1936427

2hujocal snd General,® FEP, Hov. 18, 1938, 2. G.

25In 1931, Fernie High School attoined the highest eollective
grede twelve aversge in the provinee in 2lgebrs snd chemistry
and the second highest in geometrye Ibldey AUKs 28; 1971, De 5

26A naw Xitchen, opera=tings zesthetic, dining arnd isolzstion
rooms, sid a8ix additionsl beds were vprovided elor with the
latest cquipment. “Hospitsl Ixtension,® FFP, Aug. 16, 1929,
Pe Y.

27previous to 1925 the doetors of Fernie owxned &ll equipment
and buildings, and provided services through an agreement with
the minerst union, similasr toe that in opersticrn in Filchel=Natal
gnd Corbin throughout the depressions. The provinecisl and mun-
jeinzl governmments each provided = third of the total 215,000
cutlay for the institution. %“Lecsl and CGemeral,™ FFE, Nove 13,

1936 1 ‘D. 5.
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In 1925, the Fernie Bosvitael Boerd hzd been formed teo
teke over the adpinlstretion of the community®s medicel needs

R Al

end fgelilllties fror the doctors who had brevicusly opersted

under an sgreement with the Crow's Nest FPass Coal Compeny evd

the miners® unien.28 The hospitel opersted onm the basis of a
}local agraenaent whefﬁby miners peid a fixed yearly sur?? to
insure thomselves and thelir deperndents, TFatieénts from the
punieipality not employed by the Company were regquired to nay
seventy cents per dayBﬁ ernd in a 1932 agreenenit, zll regidents
were given the opportunity of jJjoining the insurarnecs scheme.31
Hembership carrisd free publie ward sceomodabtion, access to
aperating room faellities amd orxdlinary medielnes, while an
extye charge for s private fuom end ene=ha2lf tha usual fee for
Yerays wers levied. The Fernie Nospitsl Roard fulfilled soeisl
arnd chsyitsble furnctions as well zs sdministrative oOpes, and
instances of casmpeisns to 21d seriously 111 members of the

ingursrnce gcheme were camman.32 The sdeguste loczl hospital

283n 1970 an agreement fized a sum of #27.50 & year for each
miner end his family, gusranteeing full medicsl attention and
hospitel facilities. Hospitsls in MichseleNmtal end Corbin hed
1l¥e sgreements. “Interesting FMeetinmy® FFP, May 164 1930, De l.

291pid,
30epsty Council Neeting,® FFP, July 17, 1931, Te le

3lin energetic campeisn wae waged to include 21l residents in
the scheme at an annusl expenditure of %10 ver persen, "Hosp=
ital Pees How Duey,® FFP, July 29, 1832, De 1 and "Fayor Douglas

RS

at Helsoh,® FFP, Septs 15y 1933, De le

325 notable ezample saw the Hichel-Hatal Hediecal Committee
hold = dence to raisz funds to permit 2 menmber®s wife 2 six
months? recupsrative periecd in a 4yry climete after a serious
iuwng disesse. “Locael =nd Ceneral,™ FFP, 4p. 1, 1978, p. %,
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scheme wes the prineipsl reason for the reoudistion of Premier
Fattulle®s nropossl fo- a umiversel insuraence plep in 193?.33

The hospitsls in the distriet exmerienced zrave eccononiec
problema throughout the decede due to the lsrgs number of
indigents requiring care. Although governments spent large
sums to sunport the ilmstitutions in the district, wage reducte
ions weTre necegsary, and when requested to azccept 2 twenty-Tive
percent reduction in 1932, the sgtaff a@r&ea34 In “he spring of
1933, Fernis doctors apnroschad Cl{y Couneil with regqusests for
protection of acecunts by the unemployed whrm they azstimsted
were lesving unpeid bllls totalling three hundred dollsrs per
menth¢35 ithe eity in turn spproached the federal goverament
g2 part of =z delegetion from the Cenadian HMedical Zssccistions
ihgy were mst Ty Frime Minister Bennett®s renly thet the sdmine
igtretion of edditionsl asssistance to the destitute lay within
the jurlsdiction of the provimees 36

Inteayral to the dilemmz faced by the murnicinsl hogritals
in the province and particulerly in the Crowsnest Pass, was the
loss of reverue from the sale of 1iquor which in the past hed
reen turhed over to the municinalities. The onset of prohivition
and the consequent drastiec deeline in liguer ssles considerably

redueced municipal revenues while the Draovincial governmant

334 plebiscite on Fremier Pattullo's proposed hospital insur—
ance seheme was rejescted by Fernle residents who voted 1,672
sgainst to 1,087 in favoure "Fleblisclte hesultsg,® FFP,

July 2, 1927, 7 1e¢ £130 see cheDe IV, he 30
B@HEGEEital Haeedg Your Support,® FEP, Jan. &, 193, p. 1.
35%city Couneil ¥eetine,® FFP, Far. 17, 1933, v. l.

36ayedical Ald for Unemployed,® FFP, Octe 13, 1933, De e
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provided no counterbelancing compensatlione

Failure of the provincisl suthorities to z2id hespltsls
in the denths of the depression thrust the burden of croviding
edditionsl reverme into the hands of private cliizens snd chare=
itable orgenizations, <=esidents of the ecity and surrouniing
district donated preserves, fresh vegetables, c¢clething, lerge
quantities_af coal, butter, egga,37 earpets38 end an.cperating
table, 37 4 local hospltal sweepstake was organized in contrae-
vention of provineisl regﬂlaﬁions,“c and the twenty-five year
old smbularnce was replaced by publie subseription in the mide
depression years.al Lergely a2 & conseguence of the energy of
Fernie snd district citizens in orgsnizing sports days, fund
drives and collscting staple d@natiens,“z the Fernie General
Hospitel encountered less financisl diffizulty as the decade
progregsed.

The effect of the depression on the institutions of the
digtrict was to sstablish much closer contect with individual
citizens, Churches were forced te mekes & germine effort to
understend the traume send provide some form of relief for the

indigente FSducationsl feacllitlesz metured during the “thirties®

37“Easpital Shower," FFP, Hov. 18; 1938, pe 4, “Leozal and
General % m, Hove 1l I?B?’ Ps 5 and ibid-y Ape 224 1938,

3BIpid. s Auge 28, 1936, De le

391bides Decs 27, 1935.

&széﬁﬁg Hzy 25, 193 De 5

*lipig., Hove 18, 1938.

4E“Labaur Dey for Hospltel," FFI'y Auge 2, 1835, pe 1.
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as meny destitute who were gonfused by the complexitieszs of the
dépﬁea&ioﬁ attampted to learn more about the world or influﬁn-
ced their children to scquire optimum lmowledege. Hospitals
whiéh had been a barely sdequate service dominated by the come
paniestcamé:uﬁﬁer publie eaﬁtr@l a3 in spite of the pressures
and hardszhips of the "thirtles®; grew into a stable community

gervice.




CEAPTER VII
PFOLITICS IN THE ¥pass®

The moat striking feasture of the politiesnl sctivity in
the Crowsnest Pass wes an sarly asnd feithful stherance ‘o son=-
ialicet theorys Thiszs left-wing terdency was exemplified in
the careey of Thomas Uphill, the representative for nearly one=
half century in the Legizlaetive issenbly snd a long~-tine civie
adminigtratorl‘ ¥re Uphill, s the Laebour member for Fernie,
represented a eerta1n disilluéianment‘with the form of highly
competitive democraey prevalent in Canade. The disilluszion-
ment menifested in the switch to Labour reprezentation parale
leled the gradusl economic retienahmant in the srea with its
attendant soclel disrupiion end har&shipu 4 recession snd the
accompanying turn to 2 more soclaglized order came to the Crowge
nest Pass in 1920, whereas in Eritish Columbiz generslly, the
effect of the *Great Depression® awakened a moeizl consciouge
ness which 444 not find expreassion until 1933.1

A= the most obtrusive politicsl figure in the "Pass
over the lagt halfecsntury, Uphill wss the Indeperdent Labour
member of the prdvinniai lagislature from 192¢ to 1960, EForn
neer Bristol, England in 1874 he lived most of hir esrly years

lone exeception was Jemes Hurst Hewthornthwsite who repres-
ented Nansimo sz a Labour member at the begimming of the
centurye

«108=
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in the cosl mining aress of ¥Weles. Uphill began work in the
mines at the age of fourteen. Latery, after serving in the
- Boer War where he wes awarded the K;ng*s end Cueen®s Medels
and seguired & less desirable distinctionf he teceme szotlve
in the labour movement which wes pulsing the sres ond held an
executive position for severel years. He decided in 19063 to
emigrate to Cansds where he ggined employment in thewca&l Crealr
mines, Contimued zctive p&rtieipation in the lsbhour union
movenent led te hiszs election to the position of zecretary.
During the First ¥World Yer he zerved sz an aldermsn for two
terns and then wes elected Mayor in 1915, 1916 and 1917, Wés
defeated in 1918,‘&5& then wes re-elected by seclemstion ip
1919s Defested 28 & union-supported provineisl Censervative
candidate i 1815, ¥rs Uphlll wes not 0 be denied in 1920
when he was elected ag sn Independent Lebour member in the
nrovinelsl lspgislstore for Fernle, a position he filled for
forty years through eleven conzecutive slestiiona,

Pletured wi ely sz & man of lively good humour and of
non~conformist, outspoken, end sometimes blunt noturs, Uphill
was ¥nown by his electorste as s very preceticsl and commone
sense mani one whe wag belleved to be most capaeble of under=
starding the needs of =z lsrge mining population within the

perspeective of the province, Ssversl of his seemingly smusing

%ie wos agquitted in a court martisl for sending wer news
home to Englands "Death 3t111 321tz Wit of Tom Uphill,”®
ﬂ&ilz ng;; Febs 191 19621 Pe Te
113

3nthe GLFft of Laughter,¥ Vielt. Ds Times, Aug. 18, 1960,

De 5
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statements reflsct a deep sested “homespun® rhilesophy. On
the problem of the world depressior he once steted: “the
world wneads more men who can tell whether a wheelbsrrow is
upside dewnYi or parilementt “thet's the trouble with too

sany of us thezs dayse we're sfraid of good clesn fun,

¥e &1l take ourzeclves too geriocusliy. why it would=t:x

pattar & blt 1if none of us was here tomorrow, therets

octherg,y snd better, t0 carry ong
ersd regarding his constituentst "beer iz to a miner like
2ilk i3 to a habys Let's have plenty of 1% for & hanpdy,
contented natiun“.4

- Although Uphill wes 2n individuslist unerncumbered by a
party caucus, philosophically he was inclined towsrd the left.
& stazbement at the height of the Secord World iar reflected
digenchentment with the status guo and the bent of nis pol-
itieal leanings: *the dictabtors ssy demoeracy hsed falled,
Democreey has rot falileds 1t hes never bsen tried¥.d He
fought for larger rensions, improved stendards of living for
the workers, particularly cosl miners, championed the liberal-
ization of divorece lews snd legelizstion of hospltal sweep-
gtskes, srd criticired govermment control of licuor outletse
then the provinelel government “viswed with slarm®™ the rising
divoree Tate in Pritish Columbias which m=szs the hipghest in Cane
eda arnd one of the lesding in North iLmericzy =nd the Attornmey-
Gerneral suggested that “zomething should be done to tighten up

divorce laws®, Uphill renllied: “widen them not tighten theme

Hayphill,® Hoelesns Megorine, Aps 15, 1956, bs 56
51pid.
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If you don't widen them =-~= znd I give you felir varning ee-
it means free love, right in this province®, He thern remarked
to thes House that Members of Parlisment were usuglly elderly
and no longer interested in the romeance grd exeitement of
swapping psriners. %AgZCees 15 & great leveller, it's age
brings on this ‘holier-tban—thau.talk‘“.é

Mre Uphill was respected greastly in the Crowsnest Pass.
Eis record of years as thelr representative stand higher than
wozds 23 an indicator of thiz regard. He waz ¥nocwn snd apprec=
fated most for his practicel sensitility in times of crisis,
perticulsrly during the %thirties™. The depression vericd was
one of‘gréat instebility in the Crowsnest zs numerous =strikes,
huanser merches and wnrotest parades threstensd fto eripple the
regione At times the evtremists smong the unemployed and mine
workers threstened vioclence egnd revoli agmeinst the status guce
"Mre. Unhill, a2s & man who had worked years as a miner and earned
g8 little gz thirty cents per dsy &g & young men in the United
Kingdom, understcod the nroblems and commsnded the respect of
the unemployed miners where conventional politicians had no
beses of comrunicetione He was akble to forstall ths redicels
mogt nota®ly during the 193% Corbin strike when nesorly five
hundred sympathizers marching to zid the striksrs were convine
ced that only violence would result in & severe resmction,

The depression period, as one of rreat instability in
Fritish Columbis politics, set the climste for = platform which

in earlier tiwmes hed found expression in variocus progressive

€Tpid,
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parties and in 1933 would menifest itself in a new politicel
party. The Co-operstive bonnonwealth Federatlon,7 a movenent
organized in Celgary in 1932, proposed to establish & soclalist
government by democratic means. The Party began to organize in
British Columbia in the sprimg of 1933 and before the end of
the summer hsd nominsted caendidates in forty-six of the forty-.
seven ridings. The lone execeptlon was Fernie where Mr. Uphill
was the Independent Labour candidates

In the 1933 election in British Columblay = revamped Libw
eral party led by T«”Dﬁfférim Pattullo stele much of the new -
party®s thunder by espousing a platform of extension of governw
ment services and in Pattullo's words, 5practical idezlism®
against %visionary socialism“s ﬁhereby the govermment would
begin a program of economic planning by the nevwly formed Econe
omic Councile The sweep to the left was manifested in the
election results which gave an overwhelming victory to the
left-wing perties.>

‘he Liberels had been very active in the Crowsnest Pass
before ths slection and much groundwork was laid fqr the candle=
date, Mayor Larry Douglas, iﬁ sn effort to unseat NMr. Uphlll.

Mayor Douglas ran on & platform to eliminate unemployment

"The Co=operative Commonweslth Federstion came to be known
as the CCPF.

8Edith Dobis, "Party History in British Columbia, 1903
1933," Pacific Northwest Quarterly, 27:164, (Ap. 1936).

0out of a total 47 seats the Libersls won 343 CCF took 73
Tolmie Conservstives 1l: Independent Non-Partisen (Bowser's
followers), 2: Independents 23 and Labour l. In the popular
vote, out of =z total 357,534, the Libersls wmolled 159,131
the CCF, 120,185; Independents, 103:;896. Ibide.
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throusgh highway consztruction, reform of nuricipsl finencing,
and freedom to cress party lines on i szues, 10 Siwilarisy of
rolicy ani the chvious sscendancy of the CuCeFe over ths Indege
repdent Labour Perty led to pressure by the ColsFe to have
Uphill run under thelr ticket,but this was repudlated lsrgely
at his personsl insiztence due to = daglire to meintain his
independence, unencumbered by the disciplines of a party csucus,

Phe 1937 provineisl election in Pernle riding was = lively
conteste Hsrry YWe Colgang a Vancouver lawyer, waz =25ked to
stand for the Libersl partylg and he wazged an ehargetic cate
velgn sgeinst the welleentrenched old campaigner from Fernle,
who received endorsstion from the CoCe¥Fsy the local miners?
unions at Hichel and Cosl Creek, snd the unemployed asscciations
of Fort Steele and Jaffréyu13 Livterel supporTt came from the
professionsl people and surprisingly. frem the rasrks of the
unenployed in the digtrict. Hmny were frightened by Colgan®s
statement that ”th@~p1um331¥'waalﬁ be terminsted in FPernle if
e Libersl supporier were not returned to the legiszlstures Cone
secuently Uphill¥s mejority in the election relative to that of

1933 wes cubt in =11 polls exzcept two in Fernies

lgﬁﬂayar Dougles Liberzl Chelee,® FFP. 3epte 29, 1933, pe le

llTatal vote, less one polly was 2,539; Uouzlas polled 1,246,
Uphill, 1,584, “Thomas Uphill Elected by Large Helority,”
F??g Hove 3@ 1933' De la

IQHWQ Jde Colgen Chﬂﬂen'ﬁ E\i?F' Hay ?4 1937, Dy la

lqﬁb“pi’iill*ﬂﬁ Plenk,® FFP, lMay 28, 19375 DPe le
«%Keaning unezployment reliefs "Fernie to Iose Plums ®
:‘“Ei‘}_y Frove » HEaY 85’ 1937y Ds le
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Although little imvprovenment wes eXperienced in the econe
omy of the Fernie wmres, the populerity of Tom Uphill did not
wane, In 1946 when Fernie clected its first meyor after clew
ven years under the sedministration of = provineisl commissioner
the honour went to Hr. Uphill, He continued %o represent the
Zast Kootensy riding in the provincial legislature until 1060
when he retirsd sfter forty years service in the Leglsliative
Lesernbly, |
Civie politics was extremely hgctic throughout the deprege
gior, snd becaguse of thelr proximity to the unémpleyment Probm
lenm, the immediaste pressure on munieivel lesders was greater
than at zny other level of goverrmente 5150 a lack of substans
tisgl funds efter the exhaustion of loecal tar collactions aigd
1ot sllow Isbitude for solving ithe rellef proeblsme A% the same
time the local taXpayersy property owners asnd vrefessionsl peow
vle were applying presszure, particulsrly =arly in the depresg-
sien, to kesp the "dole®™ at an absoliute minimum., The sentiments
of thiz group were manifasied in the late "thirties" in Ternie
by the Property Ownerts éggoeiakieu,ls
Hre Je Lo Gabtes was Hayor of Fernie during the early
depression yesrs and slthough fingnees were not healthys the
mejority of taxpayers ware still able to mest their zgsessments
thus funds were svaellsble to relieve unemployment. Hy the time
He e Dougles! term =2 Heyor compenced in 1931 meny of the roge
idents wers either unsmnloyed or working parb-time, Ciltizens

wers reneming on thetr texes and the ability of the city te

15%incal and Gemersls® EEPs May 13; 1932, e 5+
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relieve the situstion had repidly debteriorszted to the state
where it wes directly devendent on federsl and »rovinecial aide.
Mayor Douglas was not contested in the election of 1232 for the
first time in the history of the city, an indication of the
unpopularity of the position because of ths inordinste demands
plsced upon the chief civic administrator. By the sutumn of
1832, the city was deeply in debt, had defaulted on interest
payments for the previous year, snd wes forced to raguest fur-
ther loans from the provin&ial aﬁd federal govermm=nts. Nayor
Dougles continued in office throughout the ensving three years
but determined ne fiseal policy end scted chiefly as an sdnine
istrator of relisf furnds supplied by the higher levels of gove
ernment. ¥hen Douglas declided not to seek re-election in 1935
a reounest wzc made, with the unsnimous approvel of City Coune
eil, for = commissioner to take cver the affairs of Fernie.
Consequently J. V. Figher wzs sppointed by the vrovincisl OV
errment in January, 1935 as ecmmissioner of the city, = vosit-
ion which he retazined until 1946,

Although the proximity of civic edministrators to the
unemployment problem in the "Pass® rendered them more vulner-
able to criticism, the fortunes of The area were determined in
Vietorlie and to a greater extenty, in Cttewa. As the depression
progressed, the federal government remained ss the only governw
ment sgeney with enough financlilal power to relieve the wide-
spread distress of the nstione The realization by the people
in the "Pggs™ of the significance of their federsl represente
ative in determining theilr fate was reflected in the vigorously

contested elections throughout the depression.
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Az the electlon of 1930 aprrosched and ths economic sztate
éf the country ecntirued %6 worsen, pecple pere inecre-singly
irpressed by the scund business record snd persensl success of
Fre He Feo Fennett,; Leszder of the Opposition. 4t the same btime
they beceme digillusicnesd with the tzetiecsz of Fr. W. L. Vacken=
zic ¥inge On & vislt to Fernis Fre Cenhett wae enterteined =t
& reception in the “beautiful grounds® of one of the districtts
weslfhiest citizens, snd he favourebly impressed = number of
people with irdictments on the selling out end “burning up® of
natursl resources.lé Fr. Fermett contimied on Yo “shtump® Brite
ish Columbire In & five week tour he mede over =ixty sddresses,
stressing the great potentiael of the province snd the incomped=
ence of the existing azdminigtretion, sreguments which eppesled
very puch to ﬁhe near destitute CTrowshest resldants who sat on

o a1 17
millions of tons of coal.

In the ensuing Conservative sweep of the couniry, YHickey®
Felean, & Michel miner, waes =lected but regigred when i, He
Steveng, the proposed Eimister of Trade znd Commerce in the new
goverrmenty was defeated in his Vancouver (Center constituency.
Helean gave up his seat and was apncinted to z pogition on the
Vancouver Harbours &oar&.lg fre Ztevens wasg elected by'acelam-

ation end revnreszented the riding sz e Conservaitive until his

l6agonourable Sennett At Fernie,® FEP, Aug. 30, 19295 e 1
and “Bennett Fecepltiony® FFE, Aug. 38, 192G, De e

17¢poasibilities of e Ce Jreat sa¥8 Fre Re e Dennett,”

Belly Colonist, ZSepte 54 1929, DPe 3o
lSJchn.Eunra, Interview with H. He 5tevens, no. G, June 1lh,
19663 Ta 28 :
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gplit with the Prime Hinister over the Price~Spreads Commission.

In the pericd from 1930 o 1935, the Conservative Party
failed to aid the unemployed effectively to improve their statu-
fess Lhe position of the leader of the Party was rovealed to\
the aestitute areas of the country snd the stzge at the same
time was set for fthe 1935 election result When‘the reconmend-
ations of the Price-Spreads Commission, headed by Stevens,
edvising supervision of business practices znd represéion of
unfgir methods, was revpudiated. Under prescure for stetemsnts
he had made reszarding Canedisn business, Stevens resigned and
formed a new partye.

The Reconstruction Party did not advocate a grest econe
omiec and social upheavel but proposed s somewhat vague program
of fair wages, regtrzint of unfalr competition, limited public
works, and the adjustment c¢f the system of tax collection.lg
Workers were impressed more by the coursge of Stevens, few
heving furgottenfhis efforts to re=open the mines zfter the
shutdown in 1333 and hisz outspoken oprosition to the lesder of

\ . Q
the Conservat1ve=?arty.2

Stevens' program contained reforms
which were advocasted by the left-wing politicel theé%ists withe
out the lsrme-scale social uphesval suggested by the redica
perties., He thus was able to obtein the votes of not only the

unemnloyed but slso was sunported by many of the business and

- 19carl wittke, 4 Historv of Ceneda,; Tore, Melelland and
Stewart, 19}'13 De 3990

2097t 35 gaid by Meclesn's magazine thst if Harry Stevens
could run in every constituency in Cansds there would be few
other czndidetes elected.®™ "Editorisl Notes,® FFP, Aug. 9,
1935, pe 4o
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nrofessional people in the constlitusney who geherslly oprozed
radicel chengeses

The extent of support for Fr. Stevens in the Xootensy
Tast constituency waz exhiblted by & meetings In *he Crand
Theatre at the clase of a speskineg toure. The crowd wes so
greaet that the overflow had to be aceormodsted in the adjsoent
Victoria Hell to whom he communicsted via = loud speskere He
totelly won their sentiment by stating: *I believe this deprese
gion hes been felt more geutely in Fernis eprd diztrict then
aeny plazee in Cemada”.21

the campsizn for the Kootensgy Fest riding in 1935 wes
one of the meost bitterly contested in the history of the srese
4 local resident hed bBeen selected originglly by the Fast Xoote
eney Libersl Aszoclistion to contest the slectiorn, but he was
replaced by the former Lisuterngnt-Governcr of IDritish Columbis
who had retlired fte fngland, the Honourasble He e Eruee.zg The
entry of Sccilal Credit znd CeCeF. candidates to contest the
riﬁihg heighteﬁgd suspicions of = conspiracy tTo aplit the vote23
ard provoked the followirg stetement from s very wpartial "Free
Press™: ®As the word has gone out from $te James Street that

He He 3tewensgs 1s to be beslten at gny cost it i= guite concelve

2lapacked House Creets Herry," FFP, 2uge 16, 1935, De 1.

22%ere were sccusations to the= effeet that the menagenent of
Consolidated Minlng snd Imelting Compeny of Kimbterley put prese
sure on their employees to support Ere. oruce. “Khat Our Voters
Bhould Krows™ PFD, Octe &, 1935, pe 1 and “"Hitler Tactics in
Gest Eootenay,® BEE, Ccte 4, 1935, De 1.

£30nly one other 3ocial Crediter wes nominsted in Fritish Col-
umbia in the 1935 slectione "Complete Lineup of Flection Candie-

dates in Exitish Columblis,” Dgily Colonist, Ccte By 1935 ps le
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able that a few more cepndlidates may yet be placed in the field
to split Stevens' votess.s®2* Everyone in the “Pass® was cap=
tured by the electicn fever. The'tWG.M&JOr contenders, the
Libersl znd the Heconstrucilon Farties, yut on major publie
relations campsigrs; their newspapsr publiclity messured whole
pages and the new medium of redioc wes used ertensively for the
first time in addition to the ususl “stumping®.

Yhen slection results were tabulsted, the Liberzls had
swept the country except in the Crowsnest Pazss where the finsl
eount gave Stevens s majority of only flve hundred sizty-five
votes over Druce in s riding wheve eighty-ons percent of the
eligible voters cast their balliots, = figure much higher then
the natiomal average-25

Bepresentation from the Crowsnest Paszs on the nationsl
scene during the ”thirtieﬂ” gppesrs on the surfsce to contrsdict
the soelelistic tendenclies prevalent ﬁrovinaiallj. The support
given to Ee Ee Bennett¥s govermeent in the person of He He
Btevens in the 1930 zlection was & question of the lesser of
two evilse The Hazckenzle Xine government had showh & resctione
gxy bent in the late "twentleg¥y perticulsrly in dealings with
the Hova Scotian miners whose 1ivelihood was closely related

26
snd of abiding interest wo the "Pgssz™ minerse. ¥ing's unfave

2hapoiities Yerming Up," FFP, Septe 27, 1935, pe le

25nruce polled 353393 Stevens, 3,904 Iryard Sverson, CCF,

1,5%3;3 end Ernest ¥. SJodin, Sociml Credit, 1,262, Total
votes polled were 104,177 out of 12,708 registered voters,
“Honourable Stevens Hajority 5€5," FEP, Octe 18, 1935, D. 1.

The Hige snd Fall of tne Congervative Pert
Politiecs o ] L OGO 3 5 H&lif&xy

26m n. Forbes,
Ao Thesis, Talhousie Unive, 1667, Dassim.

unpiitte He
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ourable sttitude to the miners, complemented by Bernnetttls
campaign bgsed on federal responsibility for unemployment
convinced the electorate of Kootenay Zast to support the

Conservative Partye.



CEAPTER VIII
LEISUEE TIME ACTIVITIES

turing the first forty y=zars of this century eeconomic =nd
goeial aetivity in the Crowsnest Pass converged on Fernle, its
largest and most vigorous oitye. Fernie wzs the center of s
turgeoning lumber industry, built on millicns of tons of coel
and optipietic of hteecoming ths eenter of oill end vhosvhate
inéustries.z £ remerkable degres of socisl asctivity sccompanied
the growth of this “boom® e¢ity as clubs, frasternsl societies,
hotels, schools, churches, political parties, orgsnized sthlet=
icsy theatre sl veudeville flourizhed,

Prior to the First Werld ¥Wer a brewery, brick faectory,
winery, macaroni factery, school, power station, a hospitsl,
opera house, post office, American cansuletey five churches
ani eleven hotels of forty rooms =ath were connzected by btwenty

miles of streets snd sidewalkse- Lodges included the Masons,

1311 hed been first discovered in the Flsthead zrez, south of
Fernie, at the turn of the century and repaabted efforts were
made to recover ite TDrill for Oil in the Flathesd,™ FEE,

Cete 4y 1929, pe 3 2nd ses Lo 4e Price, Flgthesd Hep ATes,
British Columbie end Alberts, 1966, De 135

2in the lste Ytwenties™ the Conselidsted ¥ining snd Smelting
Compeny exslored phozgphate deposits in the Hockies nesr Fernle
with & view to developing theme #Wlll ZSoon Commences™ FEP,
Yey 31, 1939, ps 1 snd British Columbia, Lepertment of Hines,
AEME, 1931, 1932, Pe Allls

BFEU@. O citey Te 75
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Independent Order of 0dd Fellows, Knights of Columbus, Eagles,
Foresters, Owls, Woodmen, Rebekahs, Eastern Ster, Orangemen
and the Independent Order of Good Templarse Kumefous clubs of
which the most notable were the Five Hundred Club, = Benevolent
Society, Race Track Assocliation, Danclng Assembly, and Civilian
Bifle Association involved themselves in charities, provided
recreation and became soclial assembllies. Zhe thriviﬂg community
of Coal Creek kept pace with the develovment of Fernie gnd =
Library and Athletic Club, high callbtre soccer and hockey teanms,
a male voice cholir, outdoor skasting rink =nd three churches
provided outlets for the residentse. |

The district had not lost 1té exclting frontier person=-
ages snd on weekends the numerous hotels, gambling hslls and
other ¥elip joints® flourished. “Bcotlegging“ prospered during
the early rzilrecad days, remained in existensé throughout the
pre-~war period, and by the time prohibition was proclaimed, if
net the most highly respecte& professiony it was g community-

wide accepted occupation. Justice wes severe but rractical, as

illustrated in the Januery 1912 Fernie Free Press: "The chain
gang 4id some effective work on the side walks during the thaw,
removing humps from the straight snd narrow®. An added quip
related how police removed six men from boxcars: “five being
found fit, were put to work on the streets, but the =sixth,
being crippled and of no use, was ordered to leave town. "4

Fernie was long the center for ths lumber Workers,5 and

HIbide, De 79.

5see chepe 1 concerning lumbering in the Crowsnest Pass.
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hotels as well ags ganrbling and dance halls were sbls to exist
largely on their ?atranage. The end of large-scsle lumbering
enl the general reeession experienced by the eosl industry foree
told the end of this entertainmente In the eerly “twenties®
the “FPass™ eX§er1enae&‘a considerable mellowing in the tempo of
setivity although not to the extent of the provirce generslly
which wes influenced by prohibitionist tendenciss. Assimile
ation of the frontier lsboursr from the isclazted camps into
settled communiticsz, sccompenied by scceptance of sooizl regs
ronsibilities, ended the wild revelry which hsad been chareschter=
- igtic of the esrly years of the centurye Indicative of the
transformation wes the order in 1930 by the Fernie Couneil
instrueting the Chlef of Folige t¢ close the gambling hells
operating in the city;é

Although the scomomic situstion 4id not suggest 1t, & pere
iod of socisl stability previously azbsent in the "Paes?® was
exhiblted during the "twenties”. 4 eultursl level was meine
teined through & Thaatre Guild, musiesl fesﬁ1Va1$, and ethnie
and cultural soclietiess In asthletbles, the status attained over
tha first twenty years of the cerntury when the distriet was
recognized nationslly sg & lsorosse, baseball, hasketball,
soecer and hockey power was embellished Ty e broadening of
interest to recrestlion of g less vigerous nabture. This waé
menifested in the estsblishment of & golf and eountry club and
curling rink.

48 thes economic psralysis slowed industrisl =zetivity in

6ocommissioners Put on Lid," FFE, Hay 16, 1930, Ds 5¢
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the %Pagss® the socizl climste correspondincly erperienced foTe
reachiﬁg changes. A,eommnnity’eccnomiéally secure enough to
enact an Anti-Loefers Lew in 1918 underwent romerkable adjust-
ments in thirking throughout the lste "twenties® and “thirties®,
when,%ery little prejudice was directed towsrd the unemploysd,.

The illegal liqaor trade, although economicslly motivated,
$1llustrated the socisl milieu as the lust vestige of a stormy
pioneer period of rugged indivicduslisme The end of the *rum
rurning® business in Eritish Columbis marksd the close of g
distinet thase in the history of the province. The dsys of the
*Whiskey 811&5“,7 the soclally sccepted end independently wesle
thy “bootlegzers®, vaudeville«type %girly® shows, twenty-four
hour gambling hells and larga-aeale~paxﬁaffa to pelice officers
which sccompanied the 111licit liguer trade ceszzed with the
repeal of prohibition. |

With thz exception of the 1llielt liquor trade and its
sttendarnt business, the 1ife in the Crowsnest Passs wss simllar
to that in othsr contemnorery communities, Fricr to the deprege
glon the grester flow of reverue from spectetor sports allowed
orgzanized scclsl cluts, athletic associations znd leagues to
flourigh; but as the majority of residents became incressingly
devolid of & regular income and talented unemployed athletes

moved to other minings camps in the Kootenays.s spectator zporis

7ﬁcLaughlin Bulcks becsuse of thelr size, zpeed apd dureblle
ity became known as "Whiskey Sixes®. TF. W. Anderson, The Hum
Eunners, Calgary, FPromtiers Unlimited,; e dey D 33

gihe mining touwns of Kimberley aznd Trail rose to world prome-
inence in amateur gport in the late "thirties®™ hy wimnning
world championships.
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declined drasticellye Interprevincial and intercity competit-
isn ceased znd field sports were played solely at the local
level. Zexrvice clubs which 1p the past hsd sronsored “srorts
deys® on zpecisl occasions to perpetuate orgenized asthletics,
increasingly promoted ga 1& holiday festivities to selicit funds
far neady institutions, sarvice facilitiss and indigent indive
idusls in the community.

The largely destituts populastion in the Crowsnest Pess
gravitated towsrd ths more zedentary retroziional outlets,.
Avellability of money for sports equipment waz vertizlly rese
nensible, but & more drastic Tsctor was the poor rutrition of
the unemployeds & lack of initistive amd an indolant outlook
have been characteristies of chronlcally wmalnourished peonle
énd the failure of Canada's umnsmployed o exhibit the incline
ation to improve thair stebtus during ard pestdating tﬁ@ denreg=
sion was largely sttributsble to this faotors

Facilities in the &1strict to meet ths nesds of the large

irdigent population developed principslly st the Instigstion

IThe impairment depends upen the degree of maloutrition.
"iife is probsbly shortenad as a result of = long-continued
poer diet, andese working efficliency, endurance, mental alsrte
regg and =billty to learn sre defiritely impeired.® Cansda,

' Department of Nstionsl Health and Welfare, A Feport op Hubtrif-
ion.gg% the Productlon amd Distribution of Foods 1946; Ds 13,
¥hile "the beheviour of peonle in sdvenced semi-stervation is
characterized by sluggish intellectusl processes, decreased
abillties to concentrate, asnd drsmetic inecapmeitics for suge
tained mental efforts. [They develop] ... & tendency to day-
dreem, becoms restless end irritable [end] some become sullen
end obstinatesess® Fs Go Bensdlict, Humen Vitallity and Zffic=
lenc ter Prolonged Hestricted Dluot, Carnegle institule,
Haghey Us Ceog 1919 and Z. Lurtingtan, Meingprinezs of Civilize
&tion, John ¥Wiley and Sons, He Yey 1945 a% cited in Hormen
¥, DesRosier, Siteck on Stervstion, Vestvort, Conn., The Arvi
PFub. CG., 130-; 1961; Te Te
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of cheritable orgenirvationz. Unsmployed resdin- rocms were
opened early in the depression szrd were furnished with deily
snd weekly newspspepers, snd the proceedinss of the House of

CommonSwlD

khist drives snd dances were held weekly and the
degstitute were sdmitted at reduced pricese hile membhership
in the Golf =znd Country Club was impossitle, sdmiszion prieces
7or the unemployed to festivities sponsored by the various
service clubs were reduced and feesgs for curliing were worked

cut in exchange for membership.ll

& yearly nieniec sponzored
by the Unemployed Associetion in conjunction with the miners?
unicorn was held in the eclty perk to which the Cogl Compsny pro=
vided & specisl trein for Cozl Creek resitdents.

In Cogl Creek the IAbrary snd Athletie Club provided
reading snd recregtion facllities, and weekeend soclsals and
dances., The CGrand Thestre buildine in Fernle wesz used ss a
socisl end meating room for the Unemployed Association and the
Canadiasn Legion opened thelr club end 1ibrsry te the indigent.
Fichelefgtel had experienced o major reljuvenstion of companye
owned feseilities in the lete “twentlies™ which includad &.new
thestre, =» rémndelled dence hell apd new hotel, Eithaugh rec-
regtion feeilities there were not s extengive zs thozme of
Pernle aend Cozl Creek, they were lese in demand due to the
higher rete of emvloyment throughout the depressione

Ethnic secisties enriched the culture of the "Pass®™ from

the esrliest zining days, and throughout the depression lively

leﬂﬁnemyloyad Reading Koomg® FFP, Hare. 23; 193, Do Ba
+17pig., Jane 11, 1935, pe le |



ant colourful nationsl celshretions provided an sscens fron a2
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senber existence., Teglumnineg with the w112 celebrations zecom=-
panying St. Patrick's Day snd followed by the fassting on
haggias, ocat cakes znd scones charecteristic of the “aledonlen
Saaiéty's Gobbie Burnz® Day banouet, interapersed by soclals
held bﬁ the ¥leor de Itelisz, and climaxed by th~ Slavenic
Christmas festivities, the socliel 1life in the district was
verled and riche Lester in the decade ethniec soclisl functions
increasingly emphasized benaflt and charitsble enterprices,

Despite a lerge ron-bBritish papulatioﬁ}z regidents held
the Zrltish monarehy in esteem and memorsble events in the life
of the Royal Famlly were celebrsted by extensive zociel zetive
itiese 4 climax of these events during the depression eras was
the 1935 c@lebraﬁion in FPernie in honour of the Zilver Jubilee
of George V and Queen Mary«13

Badic wes the newest inmovetion snd provided s constant
gsoeial outlet throughout the “"thirties®e A redio ciudb wes
organized in 1929 znd ths formetion of & local ststion wes

vnderteken as. opearators and repairmen recruited from the dist-

-

rict donsted their serviceg. There were st lszest = dozen
Ygoap opersse® every dey on the fmerlcsn nmetworks,; ard half of
them ware carrisd by Cenadian etstions. HMusical entertsinment
was typified by "big bends® suech z2s Glen Grey¥s Casa Loma
Orchestras and by vocslists led by Kate Smith zrd Lily Ponse

Cansdlan commentetora of ar unprecedented callibre such ssg

j=d
3

s Table VIils

foed

3v3ilver Jublles Celabration,® FFFs #De 26, 1935, De be
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George Ferguson, B. K, Sendwell, ¥illson Woodside, “atson
Kirkeornnell and Frark U‘nzi.ssx-ml].lbr digcussed the more serious
of world events and conditlons,.

“otion pletures were & very specizl trest, but were
seldom enjoyed by the indigent population., However ¢wo theatres
~ were stztained in Fernle throughout the "thirties™ slong with
2 vlayhouse. It was = momentous oeccasion when the Fatal Opera
House ipitiasted theiy "telking® pictures in Jamisry, 1930 by
providing s;éclal Tuses from Michel and stagine & peraie bebe
- ween the twin eommunities.lj

Local amsteur stage productions which hsd resched an
unprecadented success with *Fects and Flgurezs® in 1929 conbine
usd with vigor to nresent such gppropriste and well-presented
stage pleys as "De en Optimist” which was well received in
1931.16 City bends ware slso populsr end showed erxceptionsl
talent during the “thirtles*", particularly the ?arnie Band and
Choral Society who won every eligible sward in 1936.%7

& distinct pavedox of the depression wrsz the exclusive
concern of the irndividusl citizen with his personsl nlightlg

vhile simultarecusly susteining s graater awsrenese of national

5, . _— - . .
l'ﬂn article by Hargsrebt Frang, "The Origins of Publlic Droade

casting in Cenads,® Cepsdisn Fistoricel Zewiew, 46:1.31, (Har.
1965)s expleius the impset of public centrel of raedio broasd-
casting ip Censdse

15876051 end General,” FFP, Jer. 31, 1930, Pe 5.
16epe exn Optimist,® PREP, Mar. 2, 1931, De He
174pernie Captures Two Cupsg™ FFP, HOVe 6, 197, De la

.
18, nstursl coourence in times of need is to become inocress—
ingly involved with personal sstisfesetion only.



=12

and world happenings. The latter concern was & new experience
accentuated by the magnitude of the depression snd the seeming
futility of any individuel effort to alter its effectses Cone-
sequently many people, including the destitute, were struck by
the need to obtaln a grester understanding cf the world. In
Pernie moving picturez of the Spanish Civil War snd the war in
China were presented to capacity audiences and returned volun-
teers from the Hadgenzle=Papineau Battalion inVSpain made public
- gpeaking engegements to an enthusiastic though often neive

populace.l9

ol e

As the decade drew to a close and the War threat became
more ominous, there was incressed activity in the reserve, and
the threat pesed by Germsny and Jaﬁan instigated = government
campzaign to impress citizens with ths need for greater defence
expenditure. In Harch 1939, all ex-servicemen under sixty
along with women of ex-~service orgsnizations were requlred to
register in Fernie.2Y The news that war hsd been deelared by
Britain first reached the district in a one o%clock radio bule=
letin on the afternoon of September 1, 1939 which included the
mobilization call to Caneda®s entire military force.Zl Although

met with apprehensiong news of the declaretion initiated =a

lgThe editor of the ¥Free Pregss®™ mzde the following observae
tion after hearing the Alberta president of the Lezsue for
Peace and Democracys “Internationsl trade and capltalism was
clarified and explzined in such o simple wey that 2ll grasved
the situstion immediately.® ®'War in Chine?! Huge Success in
Fernie," FFP, Febe 24, 1939, 1 Ba

20upg 411 Ex=servicemen,® FFP, Mar., 284, 1939, p. 1.

2lulatest on uar News,® FFP, Sept. 1, 1939, D. l.
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flurry of =activity diverting the attentions and energies of
the ®"Pass® residents awey from the previcusly slleengaging

depression towaerd vreparation for the weginz of another ware.

The recession in the Crouwsnest Pass region hed hegun
eariier and protracted longer as a result of complete depende
ence on = =ingle industry and the decline of its merkets.
Begirning in 1920 unemployment was s seriocus probhlatm, and with
the exception of a short pericd in the late "twenties®y 1t was
riot elleviated until mar¥ets were restored Wy the largee-scale
armement build-up in 193%. The effect of the extended period
of relative poverby and insecurity of employment hed serious
reverberaetions on the residents.

Similar te the traums of the unemployed individuals in
Canads generslly which was epltomized by the humdreds of trane
gsients ®riding the rods® in search of work, imdigents of the
“Pass“ ware personally uneble to repsir their statuses. Over
the years, mine workers hsd become relisnt uvpon the unions to
gusrentee employment and zetisfasctory workine conditions and
when out of work, they turned to the church snd service organe
izetions for alde Trust which hed been nlsced in the mine
vnions was abrogeted when unreslistic hard-line wage demsnds
and refusal to organlize the unemployed weakened their position
end rendered them ineffectuals Charitable orgsnizetions dist-
ribtuted rellief to e subsistenece level but also pleced the unemw
ployed in the position of permanent welfare recipients with

1little hope for the future. 4&s the depression worsened, the
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workers sought solutions from the government but were disiliuse
joned becaouse govermment at all levels was not inclined to set
economlic guldelines or sponsor retraining programs, This dige
inelinztion came partly as g result of a tradition of non-
intervention end zlso bacause of the mognitude of the unemploye
ment problems

Accustomed to & fegular inecme and its scconmpanying
luxuries, large segments of the population were reduced to a
destitute level and were forced to subsist on bare necessities,.
Time previously spent in emrployment was z burden and was passed
without monetary expenditure in yursults which taxed previously
untapped reserves of imagination. People used to the security
of a Job snd hope for the future became ocﬁpletely aimless with
no prcspéct of saving monsy or of security in their old ages |
Children wore resred with the understanding that thelr future
depended wholly on their personsl abilitles snd imgginstion.
Imdividuel perseveravce snd ability to survive were tawed to
the utmost, but parslleling the ineregsed self-interest was an
awakening of a scelal consciousness heretolore not experienced
in Cannda,. . .

Coming a3 2 result of the desire of the destitute for a
greater shere of the Yspolils®, soeisgl measszurss in the publie
interest zt the same time greﬁ out of a fesr by the business
edtahlishment and other influentisl people of the country that
their zoeial stetuses and personal maeterisl wealth wers being
threstaned. The menace of a revoltuicn in Cenads was never

before so acute as during the depresgicns and it was felt by
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meny that the destitute would have nothing to lose by 2 social
revolt which could result in the complete fall of the estab=-
lishment. By sgranting minimum demands for sccial legislation
to the poorer segments of society, pressure for refoxrm of
existing institutions was eased and the majority abpeased,
while the wezlth and stetus of the influentiel were minutely

affecteds
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TABLE I

Report of Vital Statistics for British Columbiz, 1929-1939.

Year Pop'ne. Births Deaths Marriages

1929 659,0001 10,378 6,761 5,195

1930 676,000 10,867 6,759 L,758

1931 694 ,2632 10,404 6,447 3,880

1932 704 ,0001 10,577 6,166 3, 64k

1933 712,000 10,013 6,236 L,698

1934 725,000 10,616 6,393 4,821

1935 735,000 10,987 . 6,927 5,020

1936 750,000 11,186 74254 5,465

1937 751,000 13,033 7,981 6,232

1938 761,000 13,812 7,455 6,158

1939 774,000 13,176 74626 7897

Year Illegite. Bate Nat. Inf. Mort. Divorces

Births Incr. / / 1000 Live :

1000 Pop. Births

1929 273 6o Ol 55,04

1930 263 6460 51.7

1931 - 288 6.17 Lo,k

1932 348 5.77 L46.7

1933 350 Lh.72 45.8

1934 346 L,73 L34

1935 320  4.29 45.9 2832

1936 377 L6 L43.9 . 463

1937 L35 Lo 140 55. 33 536

1938 510 6. 59 - 652

1939 501 6427 - 608

lPopulation in 1929-30, 1932-39 is estimated by the Dominion
Buregu of Statistics as cited in the Report of Vital Statisticse.

2Population is exact in 1931, a census year.

3Attributed to an sbnormal number of deaths of Indian babes
under one year.

4Infant mortality rate csiculation discontinued.

5Divorce act in force May ., 1935.

Sourcet DBritish Columbia, Provincial Board of Health,
Report of Vital Statistics, 1929-1939, Victoria,
King's Printer, 1930-1940.
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TAPIE I

The Population of the Fernie Dist{rict.

Town or District 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941

*Fernle

1,640 3,416 B33 2,732 2,545

Elk-Flatheadl 476 4,812 6,074 4,814 - 4,016

1This is the whole area cast of the ElK Biver and north of
forty-nine degrees latitudse. Known a3 Fernie Distriét until
1911, it waz changed to the present distriet spd name for
the 1921 censuse In 1901, Fernie District was probably
Michel only.

Sourcs:

Canzda, The Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Tha
Dominion Census, Ottawa, King's Printer, 190i-1941.

TABLE III

Area and Populatlon of East Kootenay.

lsource:
2Sourcez

3Source:

ATeca
13, 367.11 square milest,

Year Ee. Koot. Pop. Fernle Pop.
19212 19,137 Ity 343
19313 - 22,535 2,732
1951 22,355 2,545
British Columblia, llamuasl of Provinscis1 Information,

Victoria, King's Printer, 1929, De 556

British Columbia, Marnual of Provincisl Information,
Victoria, King's Printer, 1929,

Cezodsa, The Dominion Bureau of Statistics, The
Seoromth & Bighth Dominion Census, Ottawa, King's
Printer, 1931 & 1941,
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TABLE IV

Average Monthly aund Annual Temperatures of Fernle for 1916-1954
in Degrees rahrenheit,

Jane. Feb. nare. ApT. ray June July
17 20 30 41 50 5@ 62

Age Septe. . Ucte. Nov, Dece “~ Year. '
60 51 L2 29 20 go

Sources C. C. Kelley & P. N. Sprout, British Columoia
Department of Agriculture, Socil Survey. of’ the,
Upper Kootenay & Elk Valleys, Ottawa, Cloutier,
1956, Report #5, appendix.

TABLE V

The Frost Free Period of Fernle, lMichel and Newgate.

Fernie Michel Newgate
Elevation (ft.) - 3305 3800 2800
Years on record 33 L 32
Average last spring frost June 1 June 19 June 3
Earliest last spring frost May 4 June 4 May &
Latest last spring frost July 12 July 4 July 4
Average first fall frost Septe 7 Aug. 19 Sept. 4
Barllest first fall frost July 19 Loge W July 27
Latest first fall frost Octe 7 Aug. 29 Oct. 13
Average frost free period 938 days 60 deys 93 days

Source: C. C. Kelley & P. No. Sprout, British Cclumbla,
Department of Agriculture, Soll Survey of uh°
Uppver Kootenay & Elk Valleys, Ottawa, Cloutier,

1956, p. 93.
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TABLE VI

Avergge Monthly and Annusl Precipitation for the Years
Shown, in Inches, of Newgate, Elko and Fernie.

Station JYears on Jan. Feb. Nar. Apr. MHay June July
Record
Newgate 1918~54 1.44 1,08 0497 0.76 1.21 '1.64 0.88
Elko 1924-54 2436 1.20 1.31 1.26 1.62 2.73 1l.43
| Lug. Sept Oct. Nove Dec. Tear
Newgate 0.86 0.89 3i.12 1,28 1.68 13.81
Elko 1.33 1.56 1.82 1.53 1.95 20.10
Fernie 1.60 2.56 4,11 L4.24 5.66 39.60
Source: C. Ce. Kelley & P. N. Sprout, British Columbia,

Department of Agriculture, Soll Survey oi the

Upper Kootenay & Elk Valleys,

1956, Report #5, P. 94.

Ottawa, Cloutlier,

TABLE VIl

Extreme Temperature snd Average Snowfall of Newgate, Elko
and Fernle for the Years Shown, ia Degrees Fahrenhelt and

Inches.
Station YesTs on Yenmperature Soowiadll
Becord High Low
Newgate 1918-53 103 =40 43.2
. Elko - - -~ £3.9
Fernle - 19.6-53 g7 =30 131.3

Sources; C. C. Kelley & 7. No Sprout, Bricisran Columbia,

Depaxrt

nent of igriculiure, Soi. Survey of the

Upner Kootensy & Bl Vglleys, Ottawa, Cloutlier,

1956, Report #5, P. 15
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TABLE VIII

Ethnic Distribution of Populatlion in Fernie, East XKootenay
Region and British Columbla.

Nationalizty Fgrnie_ E. Koot. B. C.

English . 897 7463 272,501
Irish : 195 2,001 - 71,612
Scotch 430 3,657 125,038
Other Brit. 58 373 10,772
French Sk : 721 15,023
Austrian 52 247 3,891
Belgian 9 78 1,597
Czech=Slov. ' 124 875 - 25759
Duteh 20 146 6,234
Finnish 5 165 6,858
German 85 _ 631 16,986
Hebrew - 11 2,743
Hungarian : 15. 92 1,313
Italian 511 1,718 12,254
Polish 162 809 4,599
Roumanisn : - 189 1,163
Russian 20 209 10,398
Scandinavian 32 1,851 38,854
Ukrainian 10 163 2,538
Other Europ. i0 262 4,990
Other Asiat. 7 30 1,607
Indian-Esk. - 383 24, 599
Unspecified 2 . 19 1,544
Total 2,732 22,566 694,263

Source: Canada, Dominiown Bureau of Statistics,; The Seventh '
Dominion Census, Ottawa, King's Printer, 1931, -
Bulletin 22.

TABLE IX

Nationality of Employees in the Coal Industry of British
Columbisz.

Country of Orizgin ‘ Males Fgmales

Canada & Nwflnd. : 6483 i
Gt. Brite. & ITec. ‘ 1377 1
UQ S. Li’z -
Australia . - -
Belgium _ 3 -
France ' é6 -

™

@

=
|

Italy



Sources
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Country of Origin Meles Females
Germany & Austria 25 -

~ Cent. Europ. & Balkans 248 -
Scendinavian 3 -
Bussia & Poland 164 -
Other Europ. Countries L -
China 125 -
Hindustan - -
Japan 29 -
All Others - -

British Columbia, Department of Labour, Annual

Beport of Minister of Labour, Victoria, Kinggs

Printer, 1934, p. L23.

TABLE X

Projetts Carried Out by the Department of National Defence
for the Department of Labour, 1932-1936.

Locatlion Type of Work Man-days
' Relief to
June 30, 1936
" Yahk Intermed. Land. Field 73,542
Kitchener Intermed. Land. Field 64,858
Salmo Intermed. Land. Field 62,569
Princeton Intermed. Land. Field 30,901
Hope Intermed. Land. Fleld 70,0973
Cranbrook 2ifie Range 2,961
Victoria Dist. Hoe Qoy M. D. 11,
Administration 32,886
Hope end, Hdope- '
Princeton High. Highway Comstruction 300,933
Princeton end, Hope-
Princeton High. Highway Construction 316,523
Vancouver Island
West Coast Road Highway Construction 229,025
Kingsgate, Eastport,
Yahk ) Highway Construction 45,007
Crow's Nest, Michel Bignhway Construction 150,265
Kimberley-¥Wasa Highway Construction 93,070
Long Beach, Nelson-—
- Fraser's Landing Highway Construction 108,816




Location

- Goatfell, Creston-
Goatfell

Nelway, Nelway-
Nelson

China Cresek-Castlegar-
Trall
Shoreacres-Nelson-
Castlegar
Rockcreek—Tadanal
Sheepcreek-Rossland-
Cascade

Yahk-Kootenay

Long Beach~West Koot.
Niskolinth Forest
Reserve?

Rosedale-Hope
Agassiz-Harrison Mills
Work Point, Rodd Hill
& Heal's Rifle Range
Ft. MecCauley, Esquim.
Boston Bar, Hope-Bar
Hope ‘
Princeton

Sooke

Cranbroox

" Merritt-Princeton
Trail-Fruitvale?
Balfour-Kaslo=-

New Denver?

Mount 0ldrield?
Srence's Bridze
Spence¥s Bridge-Herritt
Spence's Bridge-~-Lytton
Spence's Bridge-
Cache Creek

Salmon Arm

Salmon Arm-~Sorrentto
Salmon~Arm~-Sicziaous
Newgate-Roosvilie
Cutof?f

East Thurlow Island?
Bevelstoie

Revelstoke Northe-

Big Bend ‘
Revelstoke-Sicamous

_152_

‘I?ype of

Highwey
Highway
Highway

Highwey
Highway

Highway
Grp. H.
Grp. H.

Work

Construction
Construction _
Construction

Construction
Construction

Construction
Q. High. Const.
Q. High. Const.

Forestry

Highway
Highway

Construction
Construction

Rifle Range

Highway

Construction

Grp. He Q. High. Const.
Grp. He Q. Highe. Comst.
Grp. Hs Qe High. Const.

unicipal Airport

Highway
Highway

Sighwey
Highway
Grpe. He
Highway
dighway

Highway
Grp. He
Highway
Higaway
HEighway

Grp. He

Lizhway
Hignway

Construction
Construction

Construction
Construction
Q. Highe. Const.
Construction
Construction

Construction
Q. Highe. Const.
Coustruetion
Coustruction

Construction

. Foxrestry

Q. Highe Conste.

Construction
Construction

Man-days
Relief to

June 30, 1936

v

129,149
56,414
58,835

67,144
65,379

2,863
10,195
12,265

192,381
268,457

52,231
329,888
18,299
15,830
5,896
4,964
51,363

19,040
14k,236
59,366

65,130
13,024

58,834
196,649

56,751
9,672

165,684
123,392
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Location Type of Work Man~days
Relief tvo
June 30, 1936

. Point Grey ' Highway Construction 120,967
Boston Bar -Intermed. Land. Fleld 77 5 540
Point Grey Grp. He Qo Highe Const. 13,039
White Bock Highway Construction « 254,571
Aldergrove Highway Construction - Lo,745
Ender Harbour
Half Moon BayJ Highway Construction 175,525
Squanish ~ Highway Construction 52,766
Boston Bar Warehouse 248
Taghum Highway Construction 45,527
Aldrige Highway Construction 51,051
Kamloops Grp. H. Q. High. Const. - 1,976
North Thompson River Highway Construction 17,543
Dead Man Creek-Kamloops Highway Construction 64,292
Kelowna . Grp. H. Q. High. Const. - 5,172
Oyana Highway Construction 4L 179
Nahum ' Highway Construction 59,838 -
Narsmata ‘ Highway Construction 8,264
North Vancouver Bleir Rifle Range 55,083
Yahk Highway Construction 31,377
Kitchener Highway Construction 35,183
Rock Creek .. Intermed. Land. Field 23,206
Canal Flats } Highway Construction 48,206
Oliver Intermed. Land. Field 30,507
Lyttonz,

Midway Intermed. Land. Field 3,665

Pendleton Iantermed. Land. Field 15,907
17adana should read Tadanac
2Projects contemplated tut not started by March 31, 1936.

3Ender should read Pender

Sourcas: Cenada, Department of Natiomsl
B”DOT on the Unemplovment
Care of Single, Fcomeless Hen .
Donsriment of National Defence 1932-1936, Ottawa,
1957, L, Appendices 4, pe 99 & 13, Pp. 119-23, as
cited by 5498 A/CWO G. M. LeFresne, The Royszl
ooty Centersg, unpubilshed Honours B. A. Thesis,
Hoyal Military College of Canada, 1962, pp. 204-11.

Defence, Final
Scheme “for the

B A =

svaered by the
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TABLE XI

Numbers Receiving Direct Belief from 1930-1940 in British
Columbia,

Year Mon. Pamilies Single Total
19301 . 5,166 14,214 19,380
Feme. Head Depend.
19212 17,716 52,769 36,065 106,550
1932 Septe 15,906 18,645 18,279 82,830
1933 laT, 24,969 73,302 30,587 128,858
Septe 18,562 52,801 17,007 88,370
1934 Mar. 22,930 65 ’ oué 27, 714'9 115’ 725
' Septe 16,213 46,850 15,749 78,812
1935 Mar. 20,913 58,206 22,963 102,082
Septe 16,289 Ll QLG 15,592 76,827
1936 Kar. 20,493 57,538 16,207 9k, 238
Sept. 15,793 LOo,L476 11,663 66,932
1937 Har. 17,579 L9700 15,493 82,772
Sept. 9,875 26,182 7,053 k3,110
1938 HMar. 15,369 L3,078 10,043 70,799
- Sept. 11,723 31,3%2 8,612 53,199
1939 Mar, 175162 57,737 12,976 775875
, Sept. 11,630. 29,830 9,766 51,226
1940 Har, 14,986 38,653 12,502 . 65,479
: Sept. 64371 14,619 7,135 28,125

INumbers receiving reliel date from Sept. 22, 1930 to
Apr. 30, 193i.

-

ZNumbers recéiving relief date from Hay 1, 1931 to
Apr. 30, 1932.

-Source: DBritish Columbia; Department of Labour, Axmnual
Repoxrt of the Minister of Lgbour, 1330-~-1940,
Victoria, King's Printer, 1931-1941.
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TABLE XII

Distribution of Costs of Relief.

Relief fo lMunicipal Districts

Direct Relief ‘ Relief Work
Date Fede. Prov. ifune. Fed. Prove. Mun,
Sept. 22, 1930 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/ 4 1/4 1/2
Jan. 2, 1931 1/3 1/5 1/3 1/4 1/4 1/2

June 26, 193%1 1/2 3/10 1/5  1/% 1/4 1/2
July 8, 1931 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/4 1/4 1/2

Sept. 16, 1931 1/2 - 1/4% 1/4%
1932 1/2 1/2 - 1/2 /4% - 1/%
19333 " 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2  1/4 1/k
Aug. 1, 1934 - 3/5 2/5
Nov. 30, 193 - h/5 1/5
Apr. 1, 1939 - h/5 1/5
Rellief to Unorganized Districts
Direct Relief ' Belief Work
Date Fedqs 2rov. Fede. Prove.
Sept. 22, 1930 - - 1/2 1/2
Jan. 2, 1931 1/2 1/2 1/2 i/2
Apr. 1, 1939 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2

lTemporary scheme for direct reliefl cases only until scheme
workKed out by all levels ol goverument.

2For residents only, retroactive to June 19, 193l. Prov.
& fed. gov®ts. each paid 1/2 cost of feeding transients.

3Transients now administered on a 1/3 basis retroactive
to June 1, 1933, instead oFf 1/2 fed.~1/2 prov. basis as
pPre=June.

4Percentage basis of fe&. 21d to provinces ended; fed.
asslstance received was in form of a monthly grant-in~aid
of $115,000; =21l mdnies administered by provinces. MNost
of rellef now given in return for work.

SNew sgreements provided that fed. gov't. pay 2/5 of actual
expenditures for residents and 1/2 for transienis. Prov.
govit. continued paying 4/5 of cost for municipal residents
& full costs for trensients residing within municipal limits.

Sources: British Columbiz, Department of Labour, Annual
Brzrort of the Minlster of Labour 1930-1939,
Victoria, King's Printer, 1931-1940.

Pernie Free Press, Ferniey Be Ce,y, 1930-1939.
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TABLE XITI

-Single Homeless lien Recelving Relief through Government Camps
and Projects in British Columbia, 1932-1940.

Type

lProvincial
2Classified
Jclassified
. bclassified
SClassified

6Figure for

from 1933 omwzrd.

as a cemp- frowm June, 1935 onwarde.

as Training cemps July 1936.

a8 Farm Improvement & Employment Plan.
as Farm Pliacement & Improvement Project.

Forestry Deveiopment projects only.

Source: British Columbla, Dergrtment of Labour, Axnucl
Bepoxt of the Ministex of Lsbour, Victoria, King's

Printer, 1933-1941,

1640

+ o

1932 1933  193% 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939

Jan., Jane. Jene. dJahe Jan. Jan. Jsh. Jane. Jane.

July July July July July Ju}y July July July
Cemps - 6,141 386 413 - - - - -

6,741 2,7251 369 215 - - - - -
Net. Def, - - 7,869 7,760 -~ - - - -
Camps - 2,432 6,469 2,922 - - - - -
Hospe. - - - - 196 196 162 162 16
Camps - - - - 177 183 102 127 11
Foreste. - - - - - - - - -
Camps 3B - - 4092 4573 474 571 275 -
Nat. For. - - - - - - - - -
Projects - - - - - - - 425 =
Fore. Dev. &
Pub. Wrks. - - - - - - 2,019 2,110, -
Proj. Comps - - - - - 331 -  1,3926 -
Pub. Wrks. - - - - - - 16 - -
Pro jects - - - - - - - - -
Plac. Min. - - - - - - - - -

" Cemps - - - 100 1533 153 114 175 -
Farm - - -~ 1 . 23 = 2137 - 2449 -
Place. 2 - - - - 2095 - - -
Hostels - - 2,181 1,499 = - - - -

1,651 2,252 906 697 - - - - -
Relief - - - - - - - - -
Organ. 1,195 - - - - - - - -
Urban - - - - - - - - -
Centres 10,299 5,739 - - - - - - -




-157-

TABLE XIV

Relief and Public Works Expendifures in Fernie District
for Flscal Years 1929-1939, in Dollars.

Year Tote Unempe Tot. Pub. Direct
Relief Works gelief
1929-30 - 194,069.30 -
19350=31 - 229,796.33 -
1931-32 65,249, 59 136,441.95 2,260.95
1932-33 95,886.85 134,050.70 -
1933-34 56,778.01 82,560.95 -
1934=-35 150,895.28 192,591.66 87,566.43
1935~36 202,236.08 235,198.79 107,273.62
193637 183,434,788 228,902.30 117,409.12
1937-38 171,402.34 225,119.57 114,712.25
1938-39 118,834.03 206,778.39 92,846.98
Sources British Columbia, Department of Public Works,

Annval RBeport of the Minister of Public Works,
1929-19139, Victoria, King's Printer, 1930-1940.

TABLE XV

Anmmigl Payrolls in The Coal Industry in British Columbia,
1927-1940, in Dollsaxrs. '

Yesr No. of  Total Year No, of Total
Firms Payroll o Firms ™ Payroll
1927 27 7+502,946.93 195% 25 3,198,911.30
1528 26 7,438,948.93 1935 24 3,0684,359.10
1929 28 6,508,572.73 1935 27 3,416,428, 00
1930 26 5,666,528.63 1937 27 3,726,206.00
1931 25 4,671,819.52 1936 23 35 339,646.00
1932 27 3,684,582,37 1939 = 26 3,687,824,00
1933 23 2,862,277.99 1940 24 3,811, 341.00
Source: British Columbia, Department of Lghour, Annusl

Rowort of the Minister of Lapour, Victoria, King's
Printer, 1935, p. L1l2, & 1940, p. EB8.
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TABLE XVI

Compérison of OCutput ahd Per Caplta Production of Ccal between
East Kcotenay District and British Columbla, 1910-1940.

Year Area Gross Tons liien at Tons Hen Tons pex
per Year Prod¥ing per Under~ Undergr'nd
Mines = Man  ground ‘Man

1910 E.K. 1,365,119 3,111 . 439 2,374 575
B.C. 3,139,235 7,758 Lok 5,903 532
1915 E.K. 852,572 1,748 488 1,183 721
B.C. 1,972,580 4,978 396 3,695 534
1920 E.K. 847,389 1,582 536 1,062 798
B.Coe 2,696,774 6,349 425 4,191 643
1925 E.K. 854,480 1,466 582 989 864
B.C. 2,4ll 292 5,443 g 3,828 639
1926 E.X. 848,448 1,431 592 962 881
B.C. 2,330,036 55322 L37 3,757 620
1927. E.X. 907,519 1,494 607 1,033 876
B.Ce 2,453,827 55225 L0 3,646 673
1928 E.K. 1,001,523 1,621 617 1,153 886
B.C.e 2,526,702 54334 k73 3,814 662
1929 E.K. 886,706 1,503 589 1,116 794
" B.C. 2,251,252 5,023 L7 3,675 612
1930 E.X. 689,230 1,252 550 931 740
B.Ce 1,887,130 L, 645 Lo6 3,380 556
1931 E.X. 661,426 1,211 546 909 727
B.C. ,19707’590 L,082 k19 2,957 577
1932 E.K. . 587,875 1,001 587 752 781
. B.Ce 1,534,975 3,603 L25 2,628 584
1933 E.X. u77,677 698 68L 522 915
BeCe 1,264,746 3,094 - Lo 2,251 564
1934 E.XK. 627,619 7 Sk 832 551 1,139
B.Ce 2,347,090 = 2,893 455 2,050 657
1935 E.XK. 507,110 819 Lgy 614 663
B.Ce 1,187,968 2,971 - 399 2,145 55%
1936 E.X. 470,606 606 M6 459 1,025
B.Ce 1,346,741 2,504 L73 2,015 668
1937 E.X. 459,136 628 731 Lé62 972
B.Ce 1,484,687 3,153 458 2,286 632
1938 E.XK. 434,068 693 626 L67 972
) B.Ce 1,309,428 2,962 L2 2,088 675
1939 E.X. 561,958 vich 768 538  1,04h4
B.C. 1,477,872 2,976 496 2,167 682
1940 E.K. 976,518 = 731 1,062 550 1,412
B.C. 1,667,827 2,874 580 2,175 766

Jource: British Columbiz, Depsrtment of lines, Annusl
Report of the Minister of Mines, .cited in
J. Hughes, A History of Mining in the Bast
Kootensy Distriet of British Coilumbisz, unpub-
lished M. A. Thesis, Unive. of Alta., 1944,
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TABLE XVII

Number of Days Worked and Output in Toms per Man of East
Kootenay Mines, 1926=1940.

Coal Creek

Michel

Year Per Man Per Days Per Man Per

Under-

ground
1926 741 536
1927 810 504
1928 820 606
1929 666 518
1930 590 Llly
1931 436 330
1932 362 269
1933 485 376
1934 789 614
1935 724 564
1936 790 603
1937 919 713
1938 826 622
1939 915 680
1940 1,059 789

Source:

205
250%
282

217

155
118

76

90
150
147
165
174
171
158
181

Man Wrkd Under-

ground

891
899
757
812
700
738
7560
930
1,140
1,007
1,104
1,020
968
1,079
1,507

Man

592
585
540
585
- 503
539
565
684
818
799
334
737
627
793
1,136

Days

Wrkd

2k8
2448%
247
214%
178
167
159
202
232
211
240
226
230
2Ll
276

Corbin

Per Man.Per Days
Under- Man Wrkd
ground
1,976 878 244
1,131 735 289
1,572 928 278%
1,295 881 261
1,088 847 238
1,196 928 225
1,131 1,013 250
1,149 858 189
1,363 983 267

53 36 15

British Columbla, Departmént of Mines, Annual
Beport of the Minigter of Mines, cited in

Jo Hughes, & History of I
enay District of Britigh Columbia, unpublished

in

il

ing in the East Koot~

M. A. Thesis, Univ. of Alta., 1944.
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Humber of Total Men and Men Employed Urnderground in East
Kootenay and British Columbis Coal Mines 1920-1940.

Victoria, King®s Printer, 1921-1941.

C. Crk. Michel Corbin East Koot. Brit. Col.

Year Und. Tot. Und. Tote Und. Tot. Und. qu. * Und. Tot.
1920 648 849 338 581 76 152 1,062 1,582 4,191 6,349
1621 702 ©09 415 720 90 1ihks 1,207 1,774 4,722 6,885
i%22 641 812 360 613 62 113 1,063 1,538 4,712 6,644
1923 575 759 336 5%3 47 82 965 1,434 4,342 6,149
1924 L30 573 301 410 066 104 "797 1,147 3,894 5,418
1925 549 760 362 382 78 124 989 1,466 3,828 5,443
1926 494 682 408 614 60 135 - 962 1,431 757 5,322
1927 519 708 399 609 115 177 1,033 1,494 39 5,225
1928 564 763 475 665 114 193 1,153 1,621 3,814 55339
1929 565 728 421 5834 130 191 1,116 1,503 3,675 5,028
1930 356 474 379 526 196 252 931 1,252 3,389 L,645
1931 359 475 335 459 215 277 909 1,211 2,957 4,082 |
1932 256 345 282 379 214 277 752 1,001 2,628 3,608
1933 111 1k3 222 302 189 253 522 698 2,241 3,094
1934 116 149 256 357 179 248 551 754 2,050 2,893
1935 120 154 308 388 186 277 614 - 819 2,145 2,971
1936 116 152 343 Lsh - - L 59 606 2,015 2,814
1937 121 155 341 472 - - L62 628 2,286 3,153
1938 128 140 339 523 - - La7 693 2,088 2,962

. 1939 113 152 425 579 - - 538 731 2,167 2 976
1940 117 157 433 574 - - 550 731 2,175 2, 874

Sources British Columbla, Department of Mines, Antmal
Revort of the Minister of Mines, 1920-1040,
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1

lCoal is weighed in

Source:

cf the Minlster of Mines, cited in J. Hughes, A Higt-

ory of Mining in the East Kootenay District of British

TABLE XIX

Coal and Coke Production of East Kootenay Mines, 1898-1940, in Tons

Coal Creek Michel Corbin
Year Coal Coke Coal Coke Coal
1898 95334 361 - - -
1399 102,610 29,658 - - -
1600 196,837 65,915 9,566 - -
1801 322,245 111,683 - - -
1502 238,776 78,490 113,853 29,347 -
1903 215,776 84, 321 2354 347 64,818 -
1904 345,901 118,551 235,256 95,685 -
1905 25,493 123,593 309,505 124,705 -

- 1906 k26,793 93,171 273:497 - 96,214 -
1507 522,783 88,775 353,728 117,766 -
1908 LL3,003 102,322 412,185 131,176 L,111
1909 379,968 117,268 390,462 106,174 60,824
1910 622,564 78,420 457,581 95,239 126,851
1911 206,556 28,519 114,384 25,641 81,718
1912 696,844 148,924 253,862 70,030 122,263
1913 825,185 157,905 216,224 68,469 72,788
1914 577,299 it3,460 201,104 56,406 74,312
1915 511,904 147,129 278,124 93,292 62,544
1916 569,131 128,020 264,119 112,101 69,020
1917 323,561 75,187 127,125 54,312 101,065
1918 Lo2,463 85,730 206,812 785350 123,989
1919 306,191 13,494 172,868 43,573 795747
1920 431,783 - 264,592 67,792 151,014
1921 L13,523 - 2785301 59 o4 3% 67,931
1922 291,671 - 216,668 L1 ,400 46,022
1923 433,836 - 258,429 58,919 48,266
1924 98,025 - 147,805 30,615 27,688
1925 Léh,133 28,850 321,535 46,335 . 68,812
1926 356,054 35,011 363,795 58,435 118,599
1927 L20,706 32,346 356,696 52,726 130,117
1923 462,733 21,985 359, 587 39,385 179,243
1929 376,30k - 342,143 - 158,259
1930 210,262 28,042 265,262 37,768 213,412
1931 156,708 28,263 2k7,515 37,137 257,203
1932 92,3879 11,3840 214,305 17,705 280,691
1933 53,874 - 206,591 S.h4lly 217,212
1934 Gl,604 - 292,027 22,178 253,988
1935 86,3879 - 310,258 243168 9,973
1936 915 6)'5’5 - 3789961 309366 -
1637 131,265 - 347,871 k3,209 -
1938 105,736 - 3285332 48,751 -
1939 103,375 - 458,583 51,205 -
1940 123,963 - 652,555 59,788 -

long tons; coke in short tonse.

British Columblisa, Department of Mines, Annual Report

Columbia, unpube M. L. Thesis, Unive of Alta., 1944,

PP. 142-1430

°
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TABLE XX

Coal Sales of East Xootensy Mines to the United States and
Canada, 1929=-1940, in Long Tons.

Coal Creek lichel
Year Canada U. Se Total Canada U. Sa Total
1920 58,548 338,466 397,012 74,354 70,230 144,484
1921 49,535 320,410 369,945 35,932 133,889 169,821
1922 80,680 191,566 272,246 44 000 102,453 146,453
192 113,316 284,264 397,580 115,483 33,806 149,289
192 Lo,124% 43,643 83,767 85,488 7,897 93,385
1925 159,641 223,209 382,850 234,894 1,233 236,127
1926 112,948 174,684 287,632 258,332 574 258,906
1927 102,814 239,502 342,316 258,724 - 258,724
1928 176,275 220,075 396,350 283,582 - 283,582
1929 110,984 212,838 323,822 263,446 - 263,446
1930 102,312 55,478 157,790 195,780 - 195,780
1931 775389 27,35% 104,743 184,775 - 184,775
1932 61,633 11,39 73,027 179,130 - 179,130
1933 L6,300 4,366 50,666 192,627 131 192,758
1934 79,270 9,279 88,549 234,025 722 234,747
1935 63,042 20,615 83,657 286,218 1,737 267,955
1936 59,675 29,250 88,925 302,535 9,315 311,850
1937 71,370 33,068 104,438 247,948 9,950 257,898
1938 68,163 134,500 302,653 225,201 12,900 238,101
1939 69,611 30,930 100,541 315,095 26,890 341,985

Coxrbin

Year Cansada TUe Se Total Year Cansada Us. Se Totsal
1820 72,176 70,7@6 142,922 1930 158,843 21,274 180,115
1923 18,79% 41,032 59,8256 193% 218,887 15,669 234,556
i922 14,055 39,432 53,437 1932 225,363 16,271 241,634
1923 7?9?7 355,655 43,652 1933 170,310 14,091 184,401
1924 3,249 19,134 22,353 1934 191,794 13,531 205,315
1925 36,671 24,994 61,665 1935 8,940 739 9,679
1526 L7 4l 23,975 69,42 1936 - - -
1927 83,940 32,493 116,453 1937 - - -
1928 127,691 19,948 147,6391 1938 - - -
1929 100,177 18,817 119,556~ 1939 - - -

1Includes 562 tons of coal sold to other countries.

British Columbia, Depesrtment of Mines, Annual Report
of the Minister of Mines; Victoria, Xing's Printer,

Souxces
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TABLE XXI

Average Weekly Vages for All Adult lale Employees and Those in
the Coal and Lumber Industries in British Columbia, 1920-1940,

Year - All Ad, HMale Cecal Lumber
Employees Industry Industry
5 $ %
1920 Fle 51 37064 32,47
1921 27.62 32.83 24,70
1922 27.29 33.96 25.29
1923 28.05 36.96 25.92
192k 28+ 39 35.73 26.15
1925 27.821 30.52 25,140
1926 27.99 30,06 25.56
1927 28,29 29.79 25.93
1928 : 28.96 30. 50 26.53
1929 29.20 30.18 26.54
1930 28,64 29.03 25,69
1931 26,17 28,40 - 21,09
1932 23,62 28,04 18,73
1933 22.30 26,80 18.00
1934 23657 28.11 21. 32
1935 24,09 23,49 22,41
1936 26. 35 28.75 2,83
1937 26+ 64 2746 26.81
1938 26670 28420 26459
1939 26.80 2%. 39 27.14
1940 28.11 28.04 28.83

lPhe Hours of Work Act ceme into efrfect in 1925 and the Male
Minimum Wage Act in late 1925. Consideration must be given
that between 1924 ang 1925 there was a genersl lowering of the
hours of work in meny industiesy in some cases where workers
were belng paid an hourly rate this led to a reduction in the
weekly wage.

. Sources British Columbia, Department of Labour, LAnuusl
Report of the Miviatecr of Leabour, 1920- 195
Victoria, King's Printer,; 1921-1941.
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TABLE XXII

Estimated Value of Production of the Lumbering Industry,
including Loading and Freight in British Columbia, in Thousands
of Dollaxrs, 1929-1939,.

Product 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934
Lunber 50,140 32,773 16,738 13,349 15,457 20,337
Pulp & Paper 14,400 16,520 13,508 11,156~ 10,852 12,373
Shingles 8,300 i ,161 2,721 2,805 L, 500 4,375
Bozxes 2,437 2,287 1,315 1,100 1,313 1,632
Doors - - - - - -
Piles, Poszts,

Mine Props 5,500 Ly726 2,453 772 450 487

Cordwd., Fce.
Posts, Mine Tie 1,734 1,596 1,405 1,576 1,850 1,2%5

Rallway Ties 2,116 1,253 1,044 502 250 5
Wood~-using ‘

Industries 2,100 2,387 1,350 1,034 1,200 1,320
Laths & HMise. 2,400 1,500 1,500 1,125 1,000 1,100
Log Exports L,i24 - 2,492 2,370 1,730 2,228 1,931
Pulp Wd. Export 50 42 43 28 55 L6
Xmas Trees - - - - - -
Total 93,301 69,737 4bg 447 35,157 39,155 45,461
Product 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939  Aver.?l
Lumber 2L, 094 36,180 40,638 36,2986 50,379 28,626
Pulp & Paper 12,3148 14,950 17,214 11,038 16,191 13,625
Shingles 8,750 7,800 6,875 6,875 8,560 5,742
Boxes 1,720 3,629 2,122 1,964 2,039 1,712
Dooxrs 1’69.3 2,713 2,971 1,353 737 o7
Piles, Posts,

Mine Props 810 1,435 2,346 1,615 1,556 1,665

Cordwd.; Fce.
Posts, iine Tie 1,453 1,489 1,459 1,455 1,495 1,511

Railway Ties 764 623 560 560 360 640
Wood-using

Industries 1,320 1,350 1,500 1,400 1,500 1,432
Laths & Nisce 1,100 1,200 1,400 1,300 1,400 1,263
Log Exports 2,820 2,646 3,782 3,238 3,852 2,709
Pulp ¥Wd. Export 23 11 5 - 11 26
Xmas Trees - - - - 141 14
Total 56,941 72,010 80,872 67,122 88,221 59,912

1Average is over the years 1930-1939.

Sources; British Columbisz, Department of Lands, Repvort of
the Porest Branch, 1929-193%, Victoria, King's -
Printer, 1930-1940.
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TABLE XITIT

Vglue of Production of Gold, Silver, Copper, Lead and Zinc
in East Kootenagy District, 1920-1939.

Year Placer Lode Silver Comnper Lesd Zinec
Gold % Gold $ 000°%s $ 8 000%'s $ 000°'s &
1920 3,500 - 398 341 “ 2,006 2,796
1921 3,600 20 336 - 1,583 1,948
1922 3,000 - 631 - 3,022 2,511
192 2,000 - 754 - 5,677 2,919
192 5,200 - 1,812 9 11,769 35,957
1925 b, 489 - 25173 238 17,898 7,274
1926 721 6,636 3,082 1,313 17,043 9,467
1927 2,499 19,452 2,290 17 14,231 8,196
1928 391 . 15,173 3,266 41 13,412 9,251
1929 510 4,733 2,682 - 14,697 8,774
1930 119 83 1,991 - 12,330 8,286
1931 3,079 - 1,256 - 6,673 5,217
1932 9,333 - 19}4‘00 - 5’312 49581
1933 11,866 248 1,882 - 6,421 5,984
1934 ik,841 379 3,107 - 84329 7+239
1935 19511“’“’ - 49353 - 109535 6’906
1936 19,474 - . 3,190 - 14,101 7,718
1937 24,80L 2,274 3,711 - 20,715 13,048
1938 28,208 2,779 3,484 - 13,584 8,228
1939 19,824 25599 35230 - 11,820 7,001
Source: British Columbiz, Department of Mines, Annuvel

RBeport of the Minister of Mines, cited in

Je Hughes,

A History of Mining in the East Koot~ .

enay-District of British Columbia, unpublished

I'i. Ao ThGSiS’ Unj.v. of Altac, 191"4, Po 1390
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TABLE XXIV

Mine Disasters in the Fermnie District, 1902-1938.

Date Type Town Deaths & Inj.'s
May 22, 1902 xplosion Coal Creek 128 dead,
Oct. 14, 1903 Outburst Morrissey Iy dead.
Nov. 18, 1504 Outburs® Morrissey ~ 14 dead.
Jan. 8, 1904 Explosion Michel 7 dead.
Aug. 8, 1916 Explosion Michel 12 dead.
Apr. 5, 1917 . Explosion Coal Creeck 34 dead.
Aug. 30, 1928 Blowout Coal Creek 6 dead.
Apr. 13, 1929 Explosion Coal Creek 10 injured.
Sept. 20, 1938 Bump Coal Creek 3 dead.
July 5, 1938 Explosion Michel 3 dead.

Fernie Historical Association, Backtracking with
Fernie Historical Association, Lethbridge, Leth-
bridge Herald, 1967, De 35

Source:

TAELE XXV

Number of Pupils in Schools and Average Dally Attendance
in Fernie, 1928-1940, :

Tear No, of Aver. Dally No. in No. in
Pupils Attendance Grade . Sr. Matrice
XTI
1628-29 823 745,63 10 -
1929-30 813 729,74 9 -
1930=31 831 771.22 6 -
1931-32 786 740, 57 - -
1932=573 748 67,81 19 -
1933=25 686 654,40 30 -
19%="5 685 o 634,35 27 8
1935=759 652 607,55 - 19 -
1936=57 &7h 609. 24 3k -
1937=38 648 594, 53 30 11
1938=39 620 577.92 20 11
1939=40 619 573,80 32 8
- Source: British Columbhia, Superintendent of Education,

Ammusl Beport of the Publiec Schools, 1228~1940,
Victoria, King's Printer, 1929-1941.
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" TABLE XXVI

Revenue Derived from the Sale of Firearms Licences, and
Game Tags, 1929-1939, in Fernie, 1in Dollars.

Year Amount Year Amount

1929 2,642.50 1935 2,396.25
1930 2583750 1936 2,360.75
1931 2,662.50 1937 1,921.00
1932 3,164,.25 1938 2,291.00
1933 2,875.50 1939 2,118.75
1934 35425475

Source: British Columbia, Department of the Attorney-

General, Report of the Provincigl Game Commissioner,
1929-1939, Victoria, King's Printer, 1930-1940.

TABLE XXVII

Revenue Derived from the Fur Trade, Fines, and Sale of Fur
Licences in British Columbila, 1929-1939, in Dollars.

Licences & Fees

Year Pines Fur Trade

1929 9,008.00 L47,329.89 142,028.22
1930 9,572.75 L5, 161.11 147,660.00
1931 8,645.00 46,091.08 137,233 31
1932 55,493. 50 40,363.79 141,269.55
1933 3,531.00 Liy,167.48 135,876.94
1934 5,227.82 L7.,102.81 149,955.11
1935 L,399.50 b9,831.95 148,689.64
1936 3,965.00 525196450 157,647.30
1937 5533250 53,697.48 177,771.33
1938 54729 50 4l ,963.87 192,024.07
1939 - 4,776450 49,187.00 193,170.53

Source: British Columbia, Department of the Attorney-

General, Beport of the Provincial Game Commissioner,
1929-193%, Victoria, King's Printer, 1930-1940.
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TABLE XVIIX

Arregsrs of Taxes in Ferniey, 1925-1939, in Dollars.

Yegr Amonnt Yeayr Amount Year Amount
1925 204723 1930 18,079 1935 264924
1926 21,928 1931 19,872 1936 274797
1927 20,743 1932 255910 1937 25423
l9zg 2L 4971 1933 325755 1532 22,092
1929 2G4431 1934 294537 193¢ 18,507
Source: British Columbisz, Tepsritment of Muniecipal Affzirs,

Annual Eeport of the Hinlster of MNunicinal Affairs,
1925-1939, Victoria, King's Printer, 1926=1940,

TABLE XXTX

Sales of Liguor, inecluding Beer in Fernlie znd Hichel,

1928-1939, in Dollars.
Fernie Fichel

Year Het Profit Year Net Profit
1928=23 67,&25.@3 1928=2C 27 414,00
1929=30 59,001.87 1929-30 27 A85,10
1930=131 £24020L, 28 1%830=31 23,117.21
1931=32 68 ,874.05 1931=32 12:317. 59
1632=32 3733é8=20 1932=373 13;253.18
1933230 27966, 2L 1933=34L 11,066.63
1934=35 23,4964 30 1234=35 13,987.48
1935=13 23,009 31 1935=36 12,967 31
1936‘”3? ?.Li'g(}ﬁloq.l 1936"’3? 1?3?100 53
19 3‘?"38 259 2&‘&;’5 5&' 103’?‘, 38 18 5 28?0 81
1938939 2691650 92 1938“’39 18363€a Z‘{"é

2ovree: EBritish Columbis, Licuor Ceontrel Zocard, Arnusal

Heport of the Licuer Control Bosrd, 1928-19739,
Viectoria, King's Printer, 192%=104(C,
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